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April 20, 2022
To: Delegates to the 2022 Convention of Iowa District East
St. Paul Lutheran Church of Mount Vernon, your host congregation, welcomes you as a delegate to the 41st Convention
of the Iowa District East, LCMS. The convention is to be held on June 24-25, with registration opening at 7AM and
opening worship beginning at 9AM. The convention will be located at:
THE CEDAR RAPIDS MARRIOTT
1200 COLLINS RD. NE
CEDAR RAPIDS IA 52402
We are pleased to share with you these items which require your special attention to assure your valued participation at
the Convention.
Online Registration is now open. The voting delegate fee is set at $195 and includes all meals. Advisory delegates must
also register ($10) and may purchase an optional meal package, available for $110 for those wanting to partake in the
meal service at the convention. The deadline for registration is June 10, 2022. All convention details, including online
registration, are available at the IDE website: https://lcmside.org/convention-delegate-registration/
The Credential Form for Delegates is available on our district website. Visit https://lcmside.org/ideconvention/ to access
the form. In order to be eligible to vote, voting delegates must submit a Credential Form. The form must be printed, filled
out, and signed by the two listed congregation officers, and submitted to the IDE District Office so that it is received
before the start of convention.
Hotel Room Reservations at The Cedar Rapids Marriott need to be made by Thursday June 2, 2022. You can book your
hotel room by clicking the Book Your Hotel Room at Cedar Rapids Marriott link on the convention page of IDE website at
https://lcmside.org/ideconvention/. Rooms are $122 per night for either/both Thursday the 23rd and Friday the 24th. You
may also register by calling 319-393-660. If you choose to call, please make sure to reference the Iowa District East
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Convention. Hotel reservation information will also be available to you upon
registering online for the convention.
New Delegate Orientation will be held on Friday, June 24, at 8:00 AM at The Cedar Rapids Marriott.
Any questions may be directed to Daniel Sanchez at dsanchez@lcmside.org or please call the IDE District Office at 319373-2112.
In Christ,

Rev. Sean Hansen
Rev. Sean Hansen, Pastor

Vacancy Updates
As of 5.31.22
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-
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—
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The Miller, His Son, and Their Donkey
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Jan Doellinger
Assistant to the President, Schools
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Important Dates
June 15
First Day of Summer Camp
July 30
I Believe in Camp Fundraiser Auction
August 2-5
Higher Things Confirmation Camp
October 3-4
IDE Fall Pastors’ Conference

THRIVENT CHOICE
In 2021, Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca received over $10,000 in Thrivent
Choice contributions! Thank you donors for making this program
a success for Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca. Will you help make 2021 an even
better year in Thrivent Choice giving?
Go to https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/ or call 800THRIVENT (800-847-4836) and state "Thrivent Choice" to designate your choice dollars for Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca today. Thank you
for making Thrivent Choice a valuable stream of revenue for
Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca!

October 7-8
IDE Confirmation Retreat
November 4-5
Pastors’ Wives Retreat
November 18-19
IDE Sr. High Retreat

Needs List
Paper Towels; Toilet Paper; First Class Postage Stamps; Batteries:
9v, AA, AAA; Cleaning Supplies: disinfecting wipes, window
cleaner, all-purpose cleaner. Please see our web site for a complete list: www.campiodiseca.org.

2022 Junior Counselors
Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca is one of dozens of Lutheran camps across the country looking for college-aged young adults to make a difference in the lives of children. The opportunity to
serve at a camp awaits. Go to www.nloma.org to start your summer camp service today!
Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca also needs Junior Counselors (JC’s) to assist the summer program. Applicants should be at least 15 years old. JCs spend the week with a cabin
group enjoying the many camp activities and serving as a positive role model and motivator for younger
campers while helping the cabin counselors supervise younger campers. It’s a great experience for only $100
per week.
Please contact Program Director Andrew Folkmann by emailing programdirector@iodiseca.org for more information
or to receive an application.
3271 Sandy Beach Road NE, Solon, IA 52333
phone 319.848.4187

web www.campiodiseca.org

email office@iodiseca.org

Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization
Frequently Asked Questions
Background Information
What is the Educational Opportunities Act?
The Educational Opportunities Act was passed by the Iowa
Legislature in 2006. It allowed Iowa taxpayers to receive a
tax credit equal to sixty-five percent (65%) of the total
amount of voluntary contributions made to a School Tuition
Organization. This was raised to 75% by the legislature in
spring of 2021.
What is a School Tuition Organization (STO)?
A School Tuition Organization (STO) is a charitable
organization that receives voluntary contributions from
Iowa taxpayers and allocates those funds in tuition grants
to Iowa school children, who in turn use those grants to
attend one of the non-public schools represented by the
STO. At least ninety-percent of the money received by an
STO must go back out in tuition grants.

How does the STO program benefit families in Iowa?
The tuition grants created by the STO program will give a
choice to those families who would have otherwise been
unable to afford a non-public school.
Has this type of
program been
established
anywhere else in the
country?
Yes. Programs
such as these
have been
approved in 18
states.

Who may receive these tuition grants?
The Act itself restricts tuition grants to students living in
households with income that does not exceed an amount
equal to 4.0 times the federal poverty guideline for their
family size. Students must be Iowa residents.

Donating Process
Who is eligible for the tax credit?
Any individual taxpayer who makes a voluntary
contribution to the STO is eligible for the tax credit.
C –Corporations, S – Corporations, LLC’s and
partnerships also can qualify for the tax credit.
How does a tax credit work and how is it different
than a tax deduction?
A tax deduction reduces the total amount of income on
which a person’s tax is computed. With a tax credit, the
amount of the tax credit is taken directly off the amount a
person pays in state taxes thus providing the donor with
a much greater financial return. As an example, a person
who originally owed $2,000 in state income taxes, donating
$1,000 to a School Tuition Organization, would receive 75%
of the $1,000 – or $750 – taken off of their state income
tax bill. The person would only pay $1,250 in state income
taxes as opposed to the original $2,000.

What about my Federal income tax?
25% of your donation qualifies as an itemized charitable
deduction on your Federal income tax return.

What if I don’t itemize my taxes?
Even if you don’t itemize your federal taxes you can take
advantage of the 75% Iowa Income Tax Credit.

Can ILSTO accept non-cash items?
Yes, non-cash items such as shares of stock or mutual funds
are accepted. Grain donations can also be accepted with an
approximate $1,000 minimum value.

When I donate, may I designate a student to
receive the tuition grant?
No, a donor may not specify a student or family for the
tuition grant, but may designate a portion of their gift to
any LCMS Iowa school.

May gifts to ILSTO be designated to an individual
school?
Yes. It is possible for a donor to designate their gift to a
school system represented by the STO.
The designation of any gift shall be limited to the definition
of an eligible student by the Code of Iowa and the criteria
established by the Board of Directors of ILSTO. If a school
has met their designated 70% of need, donations may be
redirected to a school that has not met their designated
need.
Unlike an endowment fund, donations cannot be held to
support future needs. Therefore, the STO must raise funds
annually and present scholarships annually to meet the
ongoing needs of the eligible families.

Does this program conflict with the existing tuition
tax credit offered to taxpayers in Iowa?
No. The tuition tax credit program is completely separate
from donations to an STO. The tuition tax credit program
provides a tax credit to parents/guardians for the 25% of
the first $2,000 tuition paid by the parents up to maximum
credit of $500 per child in grades K-12.

Can I make my donation online?
At this time ILSTO does not take online donations.

When will I receive my tax credit certificate?
Tax credit certificates will be mailed to all ILSTO donors in
January 2023.

What documentation is needed with donations?
All donors paying by check, cash, grain or stock must
complete a 2022 Donor Gift Form. These forms are
available on the ILSTO website or by contacting one of
the 14 ILSTO Iowa Lutheran School.

Application Process
Who is eligible to apply?
All families are encouraged to apply for ILSTO Tuition
Assistance.

What are the deadlines for the application process?
Applications are due by May 1, 2022.

Can I apply online?
No. Online applications are not yet available for ILSTO.

Who determines the level of assistance awarded?

Do tuition grants received by a family through this
program impact local tuition assistance gifts to
that same family?
The STO will issue awards to families based upon that families’
identified need. Any additional assistance presented to that
family would be a local decision.

Is there an appeal process if the total level of ILSTO
tuition assistance is perceived to be insufficient?

The amount of tuition assistance awarded to individual
families is determined by the ILSTO Board of Directors.

No. Award decisions are final. Award is solely based on total
income from the 1040 form.

Eligibility does not ensure an award. The awards are
dependent on amount of donations.

Will families need to reapply for tuition assistance
every year they have children enrolled in a Lutheran
school?

What are the income levels for eligibility?
2021 Eligibility Guidelines for the 48 Contiguous States
Household Size

Eligibility Guideline

4 x Eligibility Level

1

$13,590

$54,360

2

$18,310

$73,240

3

$23,030

$92,120

4

$27,750

$111,000

5

$32,470

$129,880

6

$37,190

$148,760

7

$41,910

$167,640

8

$46,630

$186,520

4,720.00

18,880.00

for each additional
person add

ILSTO
Box 176
Terril, IA. 51364

Dewey Torkelson
Program Manager

Yes. In order to receive tuition assistance a family will need
to apply each year. It is important to note that assistance is
based upon income eligibility, thus a family is not guaranteed
assistance from year to year.

What if a student who has received assistance,
withdraws before the end of the school year?
Procedures for students leaving: Schools are required to
inform the Program Manager of ILSTO of award recipients
that did not complete the fall/spring semester of the current
academic year. This notification should include the name of the
student and the last date attended at the school location. The
award will be based on enrollment days and the remaining
award will be used for another eligible family or sent back to the
ILSTO program manager.
Procedures for students transferring to another Lutheran
school during the school year: If a student transfers to another
Iowa Lutheran school at any time during the school year, their
award will be figured on a pro rata basis and the amount left will
transfer with them to the new school.

(712) 260-2991

Iowalutheransto.com

ILSTO BOARD MEMBERS
JAN DOELLINGER, PRESIDENT
MERRILEE SUMP, VICE PRESIDENT
CAROL WHITE, TREASURER
RHONDA MOHR, SECRETARY
MARK MUELLER
REV. KENDALL MEYER
REV. DOUG WOLTEMATH
ILSTO PROGRAM MANAGER:
DEWEY TORKELSON

SEE WHAT THE STO PROGRAM HAS
DONE OVER THE YEARS IN IOWA

ILSTO LCMS SCHOOLS
IN IOWA
Trinity Lutheran School
Boone, IA
Valley Lutheran School
Cedar Falls, IA
Trinity Lutheran School
Cedar Rapids, IA
Clarinda Lutheran School
Clarinda, IA
Trinity Lutheran School
Davenport, IA
Zion Lutheran School
Denison, IA
St Paul Lutheran School
Fort Dodge, IA
St. Paul Lutheran School
Latimer, IA
Central Lutheran School
Newhall, IA
Zion St John Lutheran School
Paullina, IA
Community Lutheran School
Readlyn, IA
St. Paul Lutheran School
Sioux City, IA
Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran School
Spencer, IA
Lutheran Interparish School
Williamsburg, IA

OTHER LCMS SCHOOLS
IN IOWA
Mount Olive Lutheran School
Des Moines, IA
Heart of Iowa School Tuition
Organization (STO)

INVEST WITH THOSE WHO

SHARE YOUR
LUTHERAN FAITH
When you invest with Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF),
you not only earn a competitive interest rate — your investment
also goes to work for the church.

VISIT LCEF.ORG/WHY-INVEST OR CALL 800-843-5233 TODAY!
CAROLE WHITE
LCEF District Vice President | Iowa East and West
515-240-2229 | Carole.White@lcef.org
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not
an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The
offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular which more fully describes
associated risks.

Lutheran Church Extension Fund
is a Proud Sponsor of the Youth Gathering and
Wishes Everyone a Great Time!

CEDAR FALLS, IOWA

JUNE 14–16, 2022

6600 North Clinton Street
Fort Wayne, IN 46825
www.ctsfw.edu

Dr. James Bushur
Dr. Bushur joined the faculty in the fall of 2006, specializing in
patristics. In May 2017 he was named The Carl and Erna
Weinrich Associate Professor of New Testament and Early
Church Studies. He also serves as the Director of Deaconess
Formation at CTSFW.
He received his BA in Biblical Literature from Taylor University,
Upland, Indiana (1989), then his MDiv (1993) and STM
(Thesis: “The Flesh of Christ and the Economy of Salvation in
the Teaching of St. Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons,” 1998) from
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana. He
completed his PhD at the University of Durham, UK in 2010.
He served as pastor at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Decatur, Indiana (1999-2006) and
Trinity Lutheran Church, Goodland, Indiana (1994-1999).
Bushur is a member of the North American Patristics Society.

CEDAR FALLS, IOWA

JUNE 14–16, 2022

Christianity in Conflict: 2nd Century Faith as a Model
for the 21st Century Church
Dr. James Bushur
Please return this completed form with your check (made payable to CTSFW) to: Concordia
Theological Seminary, ATTN: Continuing Education, 6600 N. Clinton St., Fort Wayne, IN 46825.
(Please circle if applicable.)

Dr.

Rev.

Deac.

Mr.

Ms.

Mrs.

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Christianity in Conflict: 2nd Century Faith as a Model for the
21st Century Church
This course will consider the acts of early Christian martyrs and the theology of the
second century, including Ignatius of Antioch, Polycarp, the martyrs of Lyons, Sts.
Perpetua and Felicitas, Irenaeus of Lyons, and others. Special emphasis will be placed on
their relevance for today. As our contemporary American culture progresses toward a
pagan worldview, questions of Christian identity become of paramount importance. In this
study, we will have the opportunity to consider these questions and benefit from the
wisdom of our early Christian fathers as they preached the gospel in a hostile
environment.

The readings can be found online at www.ctsfw.edu/CE/Cedar-Falls-Iowa.
Schedule:
Class begins Tuesday, June 14 at 9:00 a.m. and concludes Thursday, June 16 at 2:00 p.m.

City ______________________________________________________

State __________

Zip ____________________

Day Phone ________________________________________________

Date of Birth _________/_________/_________

Email ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Category

Price

1.5 CEU course for Pastors/Professional Church Workers

$150 x

_________

= __________________

1.5 CEU course for Retired Pastors/Lay Persons

$100 x

_________

= __________________

x

_________

= __________________

$0 x

_________

= __________________

Fort Wayne Students/Fort Wayne Vicars
$0
(Please call LeeAnna Rondot to register. See contact information below.)
1.5 CEU course for Fort Wayne Vicar/Fieldwork Supervisor
(Please use the code provided by IT to register.)

Qty.

Amount

Name(s) of Vicar/Fieldworker(s): ________________________________________________________________________

ADDITIONAL CLASS AND REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Location:
College Hill Lutheran Church
2322 Olive St
Cedar Falls, IA 50613-3739

To Register by Phone with Credit Card:

To Find More Continuing Education Classes:

Contact LeeAnna Rondot at (260) 452-2204.

Visit our website at www.ctsfw.edu/CE.

To Register Online:
Coordinator:

Go to www.ctsfw.edu/CE/Cedar-Falls-Iowa.

Rev. Jon Ellingworth
Phone: (845) 216-3300
Email: pastorellingworth@gmail.com

Additional Information About This Class
(Including Accommodations):

Forming servants in Jesus Christ who teach the faithful, reach the lost, and care for all.

Rev. Jon Ellingworth
Phone: (845) 216-3300
Email: pastorellingworth@gmail.com

Continuing Education Opportunities:
LeeAnna Rondot
Administrative Assistant Continuing Education

Phone: (260) 452-2204
Email: CE@ctsfw.edu
Dr. Jeffrey Pulse
Director of Continuing Education

Email: Jeffrey.Pulse@ctsfw.edu
Phone: (260) 452-2273

Iowa District West
Iowa District East
Early Childhood Conference
Join us Friday, August 12 for the Iowa District West and East Early
Childhood Conference as we come together under the theme of
“Many Notes - One Song.”
We encourage you to reserve the date on your personal and staff
calendars. This Conference is the primary connecting event for Iowa District West and East early
childhood ministries. In addition to staff participation, we encourage you to invite pastors, board
members, and others associated with your Early Childhood Center.
We know that every year has its own set of challenges and 2021-2022 had their share. You navigated
through another time of COVID and having to make so many decisions. Each of us has been affected
by uncertainties and unknowns, grief, and loss. Yet, what IS known is that God is still at work in each
of us. His promises are sure. He will never leave us or forsake us. We are all in this together, we each
play our part but we are part of “One Song.”
This is an exciting time because you and your colleagues can join together to hear and celebrate what
it means to be one of the many notes in the “One Song.” How will you meet the needs of your little
ones in 2022 and beyond? The planning team has worked diligently to find speakers who will assist
you in your team ministry to children. Together we will learn and strategize best practices on how to
accomplish the good work we have been gifted to do, making harmony as we proclaim and teach
Jesus.
The registration deadline is July 12. Please respect this deadline so that we might provide
appropriate materials.
In the days ahead, we pray that you will have a song in your heart and peace of mind as you
remember that we are all part of the body of Christ singing together in harmony as we serve the Lord.
Enjoy your summer! We look forward to seeing you at the Conference on Friday, August 12, 2022.
Jackie Illian, Immanuel Preschool, Cedar Falls
Jessica Paulin, Beautiful Beginnings, Polk City
Lori Kilburg, Davenport
Lori Jenks, St. Paul Preschool, Ames
Karen Ritter, Good Shepherd Preschool, Eldora
JoLynn Yeutsy, Tiny Treasurers Preschool, Urbandale
Jodi VanEtten, Williamsburg
Jan Doellinger, Iowa District East Assistant to the President - Schools
Rhonda Mohr, Iowa District West Assistant to the President for Education, Youth and Family Life

SCHEDULE

CELEBRATE!
Experience Jesus…
 Through partnerships between educators, aides, boards, pastors
 Through professional presenters
 Through resources for early childhood education
 Through those who love and support
children
…because each child is created and
redeemed by God!

8:00 am

Registration / Refreshments

8:25

Welcome

8:30

Opening by Pastor Ben Johnson

9:00

Keynote 1
Music Play is Learning Play!

10:00

Break

10:15

Sectional 1

11:20

Sectional 2

12:20 pm

Lunch / Exhibits

1:00

Keynote 2
A Joyous Way to Learn

2:05

Sectional 3

3:05

Closing / District Celebrations

Preschool &
Early Childhood
Conference
at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
8301 Aurora Avenue
Urbandale

Friday, August 12, 2022
Iowa District West, LCMS
515-576-7666
www.idwlcms.org

IOWA DISTRICT WEST &
IOWA DISTRICT EAST, LCMS

Registration
CONFERENCE DETAILS

Preschool & Early Childhood
Conference
August 12, 2022

CONFERENCE KEYNOTE
Jim Gill is a musician and author with singular
credentials among children’s artists. Jim spent
20 years directing programs in music play for
families with children with special needs in the
Chicago area. His particular writing style—
combining word play and movement opportunities into songs—was developed through this work.
Jim completed his graduate studies in child development at the Erikson Institute of Chicago
with a special emphasis on the study of play. His
work experience and studies have led Jim to create each of his recordings and books as an opportunity for playful interactions between a child
and a caring adult.
Jim has released ten award
-winning recordings of music play for young children.
Jim is also the author of
two children’s books. Over
the years he has received
five awards from the American Library Association for
his releases.
Jim’s most recent project involves the creation of
a series of VIDEO books, based on his book May
There Always Be Sunshine, with words and illustrations contributed by children from across the
country. Thousands of children have shared their
heartfelt wishes and inspiring illustrations in
these projects created for schools, libraries and
other community organizations.

ALL participants must register using the
following website:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/IDWECC2022

Complete the information below and mail one
check to the District office.
Name and location of preschool/congregation
Application for 5 professional in-service hours will
be submitted.
Conference Facility

Tiny Treasures Lutheran Preschool and
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
8301 Aurora Avenue
Urbandale
Lodging
Numerous hotels are in the area for attendees
who want to come early.

_______________________________
_______________________________
Participants (Please Print)

_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
Registration fee: $40 per person
(includes lunch)
Make check payable to Iowa District West
Registration deadline: Monday, July 12
Mail to: Sue Light
Iowa District West, LCMS
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B
Fort Dodge, IA 50501

This year’s IDE Summer Education Workshop taking place August 15. Our guest presenter is Dr. Kim Marxhausen and the
title of her presentation is “How Long, O Lord?” The workshop is being held at Little Lambs Preschool, Zion Lutheran Church
in Hiawatha. We will start at 8:45 am and finish at 12:45 pm.
How Long, O Lord?
We find this phrase in the psalms over twenty times, and it should remind us that it is okay to grieve. However, no psalm
ends on this phrase; each psalm of lament moves from grief to praise. So let’s spend some time with each other and discuss
the joys and challenges of the past two years. We can add insights from psychology that help us make sense of what we are
going through. In learning and discussion, we begin to see how God creates resilience in our lives.

In addition, here are two more:
Return, O Lord! How long?
Have pity on your servants! Psalm 90:13
Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am languishing;
heal me, O Lord, for my bones are troubled.
3
My soul also is greatly troubled.
But you, O Lord—how long? Psalm 6: 2-3
Bio:
Kim Marxhausen is a Lutheran kindergarten teacher turned Educational Psychologist. Her ministry, since covid, has been to
support church workers and parents as they seek, through the grace of God, to navigate new challenges. She accomplishes
ministry through teaching, writing, speaking, and consulting. She writes a parenting newsletter for LCMS School Ministry
called Parent Pages, and is the author of Weary Joy: The Caregiver’s Journey (CPH). She is working on a new book to assist
church workers ministering to people on the autism spectrum. You are welcome to visit her site at http://
kim.marxhausen.net/
Goals:
1. Bring peace, comfort, and growth to teachers and administrators through the promises of God’s Word.
2. Explain the process of resilience, highlighting the differences between secular and faith-based views
3. Discuss options for enhancing resilience for individuals, classrooms, and staffs
4. Provide time and a method for participants to create a plan for increasing resilience
5. Offer discussion time for people to process the past two years.

Registration and more information at https://lcmside.org/education-workshop/
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