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February 2017  
Rev. Dr. Brian S. Saunders 

Presidentõs Piece for Peace 

Professional Worker PacketðIowa District East 

While on vicarage, many years ago in southern Florida, I was visiting with some of the 
preschoolers of the congregation. One of them told me that ñJesus died to take away our money.ò 
When I asked why he thought that, the child responded ñbecause you told us Jesus died to take 
away our cents.ò Little ears heard the word cents rather than the word sins. Humorous as that 
may be it emphasized to me the necessity of preaching and teaching with clarity. This is always 
true especially when it comes to preaching the section of the text concerning the law. Good 
preaching includes clarity concerning the malady of all mankind and the need for a Savior. 

Preaching the law is no easy task but it must be done. In the Smalcald Articles Part II, Article II 
Luther wrote ñthe chief function or power of the law is to make original sin manifest and show man 
to what utter depths his nature has fallen and how corrupt it has become. So the law must tell him 
that he neither has nor cares for God or that he worships strange godsé Thus he is terror-
stricken and humbled, becomes despondent and despairing, anxiously desires help but does not 
know where to find itéò 

Forgoing the Law in a sermon leaves for no purpose of the Gospel. In the Formula of Concord 
Solid Declaration, Article V, the Lutheran Fathers quote Luther when he said ñeverything that 
preaches about our sin and the wrath of God no matter how or when it happens, is the 
proclamation of the law. On the other hand, the Gospel is a proclamation that shows and gives 
nothing but grace and forgiveness in Christ. At the same time it is true and right that the apostles 
and the preachers of the Gospel, just as Christ himself did, confirm the proclamation of the law 
and begin with the law in the case of those who as yet neither know their sins nor are terrified by 
the wrath of God.ò 

As hard and sometimes unpleasant as preaching the law is, doing so with textual clarity makes 
preaching the Gospel ever more perspicuous. When a haughty heart has been stricken by the 
stinging point of identifying sin, it moves to the edge of its pew longing for a rescue from their 
malady. As Luther points out the law is to identify the fact of a fallen nature that entraps everyone. 
True as that is, it doesnôt always strike home. General statements about general sins that the 
general population generally commits is easily passed off from ear to brain to oblivion. When the 
text offers examples of the issue being confronted, it is appropriate to make a textual application 
to the lives of the hearers. The prophets did as much for Israel and the malady of Israel is the 
struggle we have today and every day. 

Each Sunday there are three scripture lessons that form the theme of the day. In at least one of 
them if not in all three the law is used to kill the Old Adam in the hearer. There need not be any 
more than one or once in a while maybe two textual examples that are meant for that purpose. 
Stay within the texts used for the Sunday if possible. When the general becomes specific to the 
hearer the ears are opened and the heart hungers for relief.  

Now the preacher has the wonderful and joyous privilege to preach Christ and Him crucified for 
the sake of forgiveness of our sins. The Gospel comes to rescue the lost, it raises the dead. For 
every malady confronting the hearer throughout the church year there is Christ taking the 
punishment for that sin upon Himself and bleeding His holy blood to wash the hearer clean. Clear 
and applicable law, even if only one application makes for clear and distinct application of the 
never ending flood of the Gospel. When the hearer desires the Good News they will hear it. 

We credit the Law/Gospel paradigm to C.F.W. Walther and rightly so with his publication of a 
book by the same name. At the same time Walther was simply an excellent student of Luther who 
has handed to us a marvelous treasure of good and proper preaching.  
 

President Saunders. 
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Calendar of  Events  
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J a n u a r y  2 0 1 7  

26  

Prof. Church Workers 
9:45am 

St. Paulôs 

Mt. Vernon  

31  

Board of Directors 
9:00am 

District Office 

Marion  

Fe b r u a r y  

3 - 4  

Middle School Retreat 
Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 

Solon  

11 

LWML Board Meeting 
District Office 

Marion  

23  

Prof. Church Workers 
9:45am 

St. Paulôs 

Mt. Vernon  

M a r c h  

4  

District Spelling Bee 
Trinity Cedar Rapids 

Cedar Rapids  

17 

Preaching Seminar 
Iowa District West  

Office 

Fort Dodge  

23  

Prof. Church Workers 
9:45am 

St. Paulôs 

Mt. Vernon  
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Save the Dates  
February 2017  
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Middle School Retreat  
February 3 -4, 2017  

 
Topic: Who Am I? 

 
Presenter: Rev. Michael Kearney 

 
Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 

Solon, IA 

Spring Workers Conference  
May 1-2, 2017  

 
 

Bethany Lutheran Church 
Cedar Rapids, IA 

 

Fall Pastorsõ Conference 
October 2 -3, 2017  

 
Presenter: Rev. Dr. John Stephenson 

 
 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 
Solon, IA 
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Calling Congregations:   

  
 New Hope, Charles CityðChris Gorshe (vacancy pastor) 
 Trinity, DavenportðSenior Pastor 
 Calvary, Deep RiverðStuart Rethwisch (vacancy pastor) 
 Immanuel, GrinnellðFred Berry (vacancy pastor) 
 Homestead/WellmanðDean Rothchild (vacancy pastor) 
 Messiah, Mason CityðClarke Frederick (vacancy pastor) 
 St. Matthews, SherrillðKris Kincaid (vacancy pastor) 
 St. John, WaverlyðKeith Brustuen (vacancy pastor) 
 

Pastors Call Update:  
 

 Accepted: Dave Menet, Walnut, IL to Faith, Waterloo 

    Daniel Ognoskie, S. IL District to Zion, WIlton 

 

 Declined: Philip Bloch, Seymour, IN to Trinity, Davenport 

    John Preus, Trinity, Clinton to Zion, Chippewa Falls, WI 

 

 

 

DCE/Schools/Teacher Update:  
 
 Vacancies: St. Paul, LatimerðPrincipal/Teacher Combo 

 

 Pending:  Dan Scheild, Wausau, WI to St. Paul, LatimerðPrincipal/Teacher. 

Professional Worker PacketðIowa District East 

February 2017  

Vacancy Updates  
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February 2017  

Updates to 2016 Directory  

Page # Name Change 

6 SecretaryðRev. Mark Brase Cell Phone: 641-919-5457 

12 Brase, Mark Cell Phone: 641-919-5457 

12 Berquist, Roy Email: stjohn.grace.lcms@gmail.com  

28 Eckhardt, Wilfred Address:  
1 Oaknoll Ct, Ste 438 
Iowa City 52246-5250 
 

Home Number: 319-887-5222 
 

Cell Number: 319-338-3386 

29 Johnson, Daniel Q. Address:  
Keystone Pl Apt 217 
6126 Rockwell Dr NE 
CEDAR RAPIDS, IA 52402  

32 Anderson, Mark A. Remove from Inactive. Add to Emeritus 

39 Fairbank Email: stjohn.grace.lcms@gmail.com 

   

   

If you have changes to the Fall 2016 Directory please email them to jon@lcmside.org.  
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Rev. Dr. Dean F. RothchildðAssistant to the President 

Out with the Old  
and in with the New  

Professional Worker PacketðIowa District East 

February 2017  

We have all heard the above expression, out with the old and in with the new. We have turned 
over another calendar year to 2017. We have a new President in office in Washington, D.C. I 
have changed my prayer list from praying for the Obama family to praying for the Trump family. 

The expression, out with the old and in with the new, is very fitting for the baptized child of God. It 
is a daily occurrence as we return to our baptism. The old-Adam continues to cling to us, and it 
manifests itself in daily sin, either in thought, word, or deed. It needs to be repented of, so that the 
new person in Christ Jesus can come forth. 

John says to us: ñIf we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. And the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sinò (I John 1:8-9, 
7c). We see a baptismal rhythm at work for the child of God whose life is centered in Christ 
Jesus. Confession of sin takes place, we return to our baptism, God forgives as we are told that it 
is the blood of Jesus which cleansesðforgivesðall our sins.  

That daily baptismal life is also expressed as we gather in the Divine Service. God serves us 
through His called and ordained shepherds. We confess our sins and we receive Holy Absolution. 
As the service continues on we hear the sermon (again we are receiving) and Godôs Law kills us 
so that the Holy Gospel can resurrect us. Christological preaching will lead us to the altar where 
we again are receiving. In the bread and wine we receive the Body and Blood of Christ Jesus and 
we receive the forgiveness of all of our sins. 

It is from this altar that the baptized are sent out to confess Christ Jesus to their neighbor through 
words and acts of mercy. We return to our baptism each day and to the Divine Service to receive 
what Christ has earned and bestows, namely the forgiveness of sins. Too often the church has 
failed to grasp the simplicity of the life of the baptized. Our doing comes from our being in Christ 
Jesus. It is our being that receives what Christ has earned through His suffering, death, and 
resurrection. Paul wrote: ñIn Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses according to the riches of His grace, which He lavished upon usò (Ephesians 1:7-8a). 

As to the Lordôs Supper, Martin Luther wrote in the Large Catechism: ñTherefore, it is 
appropriately called the food of the soul since it nourishes and strengthens the new man. While it 
is true that through Baptism we are first born anew, our human flesh and blood have not lost their 
old skin. There are so many hindrances and temptations of the devil and the world that we often 
grow weary and faint, at times even stumble. For such times, when our heart feels too sorely 
pressed, this comfort of the Lordôs Supper is given to bring us new strength and refreshment.ò 

The Lordôs Supper is always the new and helps to flush us of the old. Luther also wrote: ñBut 
those who feel their weakness, who are anxious to be rid of it and desire help, should regard and 
use the sacrament as a precious antidote against the poison in their systems. For here in the 
sacrament you receive from Christôs lips the forgiveness of sins, which contains and conveys 
Godôs grace and Spirit with all his gifts, protection, defense, and power against death and the 
devil and all evils.ò What a blessing it is to receive as God continues to cleanse us from the old 
and bring in the new! 
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Capital Campaign (Update: 1 -16-17)  
approved on 6/29/12 by Iowa District East in Convention. 

 
 

¶ Pastors are being contacted by phone for potential names of those 
saints in Christ Jesus who may wish to make an individual gift. 
 

¶ Dr. Rothchild will send a letter of introduction to potential donors and 
will follow-up with a phone call to schedule a personal visit.  

 
¶ Dr. Rothchild will show the DVD and share other information at the 
time of his visit and the saints will be given a donor form to complete 
as they deem appropriate. 
 

¶ Dr. Rothchild wishes to thank all our faithful donors, both individuals 
and congregations 

Professional Worker PacketðIowa District East 

Capital Campaign Update  

Corrected Update:  Gifts received to date: $ 648,896 
Gifts promised in next 1-7 years: $ 48,200 

  
Total to Date: $ 697,096 

For further information, please contact Rev. Dr. Dean F. Rothchild  
at 319-373-2112 (office), 319-350-9564 (cell) or deanrothchild@lcmside.org. 
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HOW TO KEEP YOUR NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS 

by Jonathan Lockwood Huie 

You made a New Year's resolution - maybe you made several New Year's resolutions. 
But you have already backslid a little and you are wondering whether to just give up on 
your well-intentioned resolutions. What now? How can you keep your New Year's 
resolutions and also keep your happiness and your sanity? 

Here are some tips on re-evaluating your New Year's Resolutions and keeping those 
which still seem important... 

1. For each resolution, revisit the reason you made that resolution. Do you have a 
deep commitment to making a change for your own betterment or long term 
happiness? Or did you resolve to change merely to please someone else? Or were all 
your friends making resolutions and you wanted to fit in? 

Unless you have a deep commitment to making a lasting change, just stop now and 
forgive yourself. Change is only worthwhile when you undertake it for yourself and out 
of a deep commitment. 

2. Have you chosen the best way to accomplish your underlying goals. If you went on a 
diet to become healthier, you might be better served by joining the gym. If your 
resolution to visit the gym daily is faltering, you might find a daily walk to be a better 
path toward your fitness goal. 

3. Is your time frame realistic? Consider lengthening your time frame rather than 
abandoning your goal.  

4. Get support. Find a friend, or perhaps create a whole team, to support you in 
keeping your resolutions.  

5. Set interim goals, preferably daily goals.  

6. Keep a journal of your progress. Record your progress daily, whatever the day's 
results turn out to be.  

7. Reward yourself for each day's accomplishment.  

8. Love, honor, and respect yourself whatever you do or do not do. 

Permission given for use 

 

Submitted by Ronda Anderson RN, Bethany Lutheran Church, Parish Nurse, Cedar 
Rapids. nurse.bethanycr@gmail.com 

Parish Nurse Page  
February 2017  

http://www.how-to-self.com/about-jonathan.php
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 Not Another New Yearõs Resolution 

Professional Worker PacketðIowa District East 

Jan Doellinger 
Assistant to the PresidentðSchools February 2017  

ñLet my teaching fall like rain and my words descend like dew, like showers on 
new grass, like abundant rain on tender plants.ò Deuteronomy 32:2    

 

How many times do you hear the question, ñWhatôs your New Yearôs resolution?ò  
Every year, right after Christmas, we hear a variety of TV commercials, 
newspaper articles, and other forms of social media encourage us to make 
changes and improvements in the way we do things as we start another calendar 
year. Then, in a few months, those resolutions have gone by the wayside, and 
weôre back to square one.   

So much for New Yearôs resolutions.  Instead, Iôd like to suggest that these words 
from Moses from Deuteronomy be considered a daily encouragement and 
reminder to each of us as leaders in the days ahead as we work with children in 
our schools, Sunday Schools, confirmation classes, and other areas of 
congregational childrenôs ministry.  Moses recited the words of this song as he 
was saying farewell to the Children of Israel.  These ñtender plantsò in our care 
will be blessed with our teaching when they hear over and over that Jesus loves 
them, that He died and rose for them, and one day will take them to be Him in 
heaven.  Later in the chapter (v. 47) we read, ñThey are not just idle words for 
you ï they are your life.ò  

As I was getting ready to write this article, I came across eight statements that 
emphasize the importance of childrenôs ministry.  These were written by Dale 
Hudson and can be found on his Relevant Childrenôs Ministry website.  I share 
them with you for your encouragement, benefit, and consideration. 

#1 ï Childrenôs ministry is just as much about adults as it is kids.  
Without adults serving in childrenôs ministry, there is no childrenôs ministry.  
Success rises and falls on the strength of the team we build and 
shepherd, whether they are paid professionals or volunteers.  It takes 
some serious leadership skills to be able to minister to kids and adults. 

#2 ï Childrenôs ministry is the best place to invest your time and 
resources.  This is where the greatest mission field is. When we 
invest in children we see fruit now and for years to come.  This is where 
you reach families.  It is easier to build kids than to repair adults. 

#3 ï It takes a lot of volunteers to run a childrenôs ministry.  Teachers 
and volunteers just donôt magically appear in a classroom.  It takes a lot to 
make it happen. 

#4 ï Nursery and preschool ministry is not childcare. Itôs the 
preschool years that the foundation is laid for childôs spiritual formation.  
Children absorb more information in their first three years than any other 
time in life.  We teach preschoolers that God loves them and He sent 
Jesus to be their Savior.  We teach them to pray.  We plant the seeds 
early so they will grow in their saving faith. 

#5 ï Success in childrenôs ministry is just as much about helping 
parents as it is kids.  Parents are the primary influencers of children.  
We look for ways to encourage and equip parents to disciple their kids.  
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Schools (cont.)  
February 2017  

We partner with them in seeing their kids grow in their faith life. 

#6 ï Kids deserve excellence just as much as adults do.  We cringe 
when we hear, ñIt doesnôt matter, theyôre just kids, they wonôt notice.ò  In 
Jesusô day, women and children didnôt count.  Instead, Jesus modeled 
excellence for us.  He said, ñLet the children come to Me.  Donôt hinder them, 
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as them.ò 

#7 ï There is no Jr. Holy Spirit.  Kids come to Jesus just like adults do.  
God answers prayers of kids just like He does adults.  God can and does 
move in their hearts just like He can adults. 

#8 ï Children are not just the church of tomorrow.  They are the church 
of today and tomorrow.  They serve today.  They can make an impact now.  
They can give now.  They can pray big prayers now.  They can lead now.  
They can bring people to Jesus now. 

As leaders in our churches and schools, it is my prayer that our teaching be a 
blessing to our young people, our kids, our students, our parents, and our families.  
Ministering to our children isnôt a New Yearôs resolution.  Itôs our challenge and 
opportunity, and for that we thank and praise God, cherishing each moment we have 
with our children.  Many thanks for the blessing you are to the children whose lives 
we touch in IDE and beyond! 
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2016ñ2017 IDE Youth Retreats  

 
 

Middle School Retreat 
 

February 3-4, 2017 
 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 

Professional Worker PacketðIowa District East 



mailto:camp@campiodiseca.org
http://www.campiodiseca.org


http://www.campiodiseca.org
mailto:camp@campiodiseca.org
http://www.campiodiseca.org/Needs.pdf
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?LutherhavenMinistrie/ecf8812105/3a90c21f88/396db9a377


http://lcefuppermidwest.org/news-feed/2017/1/5/rethwisch-receives-iowa-district-west-lcef-1000-scholarship
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FREE RESOURCE: Do you have a Japanese friend youôd like to share the 
Gospel with? The Lutheran Heritage Foundation has a new, free resource that can help: 
a pocket-sized edition of Lutherôs Small Catechism, translated into the Japanese lan-
guage. To order your copy, email info@LHFmissions.org or call LHF at (800)554-0723. 
LHF has translated good Lutheran books into more than 90 languages; to search their 
database of free resources, go to www.LHFmissions.org/publications. 

Congregational Statistics 
You should have received a login information to access your 2016 Congregational 
Statistics report, Lay Leader form, and a Letter from Rev. Dr. John Sias, LCMS 
Secretary.  
 
The Congregation Statistics report is to be completed online by February 28, 2017. This 
report requests essential information that is important for the Synod as it plans current 
and future ministry efforts.  

mailto:info@LHFmissions.org
http://www.LHFmissions.org/publications












https://youtu.be/HpfWZEIx-s8
https://www.choicehotels.com/iowa/fort-dodge/sleep-inn-hotels/ia217?source=gyxt
http://www.americinn.com/hotels/ia/fortdodge?utm_source=google&utm_medium=local_listing&utm_campaign=google_local_page&chebs=ai_gl
http://www.americinn.com/hotels/ia/fortdodge?utm_source=google&utm_medium=local_listing&utm_campaign=google_local_page&chebs=ai_gl
mailto:jill.davis@idwlcms.org
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