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June 2016 Rev. Dr. Brian S. Saunders 

President’s Piece for Peace 

Professional Worker Packet—Iowa District East 

Pentecost and Holy Trinity greetings to all of you faithful servants of Christ. As we now enter 
the non-festival half of the Church Year and our academic responsibilities come to an end in our 
schools, I invite you to catch your breath and rest in the wonder of the Lord’s gracious gifts. It 
doesn’t mean we do less work; it simply means we enter into the season where the lectionary 
directs us to the fruits of Christ’s labor for us and bask in the Good News of His life, death, and 
resurrection on our behalf. 

I also wanted to let all of you know that on April 17 I received a Divine Call from Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Cedar Falls to serve as their Assistant Pastor. The Call would not 
interfere with my responsibilities as District President of Iowa District East. My charge to care for 
all of you and your congregations along with the schools remains top priority for me. Everything I 
am asked to do for the Synod at large continues and would not be compromised.  

I had opportunity to visit with the leadership of Our Redeemer and cover all the concerns from 
my and their perspective concerning the Call. The Call has limited activity and would ask of me to 
preach once a quarter as well as periodic hospital and shut-in visits. I shared with them my 
normal schedule and how this could all work together. They were very understanding and willing 
to have me consider the Call knowing my District President responsibilities.  

In 2012, IDE in convention passed a resolution allowing the District President to accept a Call 
as an assistant to a congregation as long as the IDE Board of Directors (BoD) approved. This Call 
was brought to the BoD and they allowed for further consideration. After thorough discussion and 
prayerful consideration, I have accepted the Call to Our Redeemer. As of this writing the date of 
installation has yet to be determined.  

This Call will tie me to an altar of the Church as well as give me dedicated connection to the 
sheep of a flock. The visits with hospital patients and sermon preparation from the lectionary will 
assist in grounding me to the Office of the Holy Ministry. As such it will serve to assist in forming 
my District President duties around the Pastoral and Teaching Ministry. It remains my desire to 
serve all of you with the same care and compassion that a shepherd does for the Lord’s sheep. 
You are His own by baptism. You are His servants by Divine Call. He redeemed you with His holy 
precious blood that He may make you His own now and in eternity. I care deeply for all of you and 
desire to do that with Pastoral Care. God be with you all and grant you blessings in this non-
festival half of the Church Year.  

- President Saunders 
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Calendar of  Events 
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M a y  

20-21 
IDE Symposium 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 
Solon 

30 
Memorial Day 

District Office Closed 
 

J u n e  

4 

LCMS Convention  
Orientation Meeting 

9:00 
District Office 

Marion 

17-18 

LWML Convention 
William Penn University Oskaloosa 

22 

Lutheran Day  
at Adventuraland Altoona 

20 

IDE Golf Outing 
Fawn Creek  

Country Club 

Anamosa 

J u l y  

4 

Independence Day 
District Office Closed  

9-14 
Synod Convention Milwaukee 

19 

Board of Directors 
9:00am 

District Office 
Marion 
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Save the Dates 
June 2016 

Professional Worker Packet—Iowa District East 

2016 LCMS Convention IDE Delegate Meeting 
Saturday June, 4, 2016 

For all IDE delegates to the 2016 Convention. 

District Office 
1100 Blairs Ferry Road 

Marion, IA 52302 

9:00am 

Fall Pastors’ Conference 
October 3-4, 2016 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 
Solon, IA 

LWML Iowa East District Convention 
June 17-18, 2016 

God’s Plan of Salvation (Jeremiah 29:11) 

William Penn University 
Oskaloosa, IA 

2016 LCMS National Convention 
July 9-14, 2016 

Upon This Rock 

Milwaukee, WI 
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Calling Congregations:

New Hope, Charles City—Clarke Frederick (vacancy pastor) 
Trinity, Davenport—Associate Pastor of Worship 
St. Paul, Luzerne—David Lingard (vacancy pastor) 
Messiah, Mason City—Clarke Frederick (vacancy pastor) 

Pastors Call Update: 

Accepted: Brian Saunders, Cedar Rapids to Our Redeemer, Cedar Falls—Asst. 

New Graduates 

Bradley Ferch, CTSFW to Immanuel, Davenport (Ord. 6/19 at 3pm) 

Isaac Johnson, CTSFW to Risen Christ (Ord. 6/26 at 3pm) 

Vicars Assigned 

Pierce Chadburn, CTSFW to Trinity, Hampton 

Andrew Wolfgram, CSL to Our Redeemer, Iowa City 

Aaron Zimmerman, CTSFW to Hubbard/Iowa Falls 

Pending: Matthew Versemann, Waverly to Trinity, Decatur, IL 

DCE/School/Teacher Update 

Accepted: Jessica Dvorark, CU Nebraska to Concordia, CR—DCE 

Pending: Rachel Kester, CU St. Paul to Dubuque Lutheran School 

Rachel Wegener, CU Chicago to Valley, Cedar Falls 

Professional Worker Packet—Iowa District East 

June 2016 

Vacancy Updates 
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June 2016 

2015 Directory Updates 

Page Name Change 

4 Part Time Assistant to 
President—Education 

Jan Doellinger: jdoellinger@lcmside.org 

19 Pautz, Jeffrey Email Update: oslcp@machlink.com 

69 Ventura, Redeemer 
Lutheran Preschool 

Email: redeemerdaycare@cltel.net 

If you have changes to the Fall 2015 Directory please email them to jon@lcmside.org.  
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June 2016 

Things to Share 

Congregation Statistics 
If you have not already returned your Congregation Statistics please do so as soon as possible. 
We are still missing several congregations’ statistics.  

Concordia Plan Workshops 
Concordia Plan Services (CPS) wants members to be able to focus on what matters 
most to them–ministry, family, well-being. The Concordia Health Plan (CHP) is able to help 
them do just that! 

You can offer your workers the peace of mind that the all inclusive CHP can provide. With the 
CHP, you have a variety of coverage options to choose from and the CPS Employer Resources 
Team would like the opportunity to tell you more about the options and the benefits that are 
included. 

We’ll be holding five workshops throughout the Iowa District East in June. Those responsible for 
making decisions about worker benefits should attend. 

While the workers who are covered under the plan would want to attend, it is also essential that 
each church and school be represented by people who are involved in the decision making 
process of those entities. The workshops will consist of a couple of different presentations and 
time for Q&A. 

Questions? Call 319-373-2112 and ask to speak to Rev. Dr. Dean Rothchild. 

Register at http://lcmside.org. 

Registration deadline is Friday, May 27. 
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Road Construction 
Season Rev. Dr. Dean F. Rothchild 

Assistant to the President 
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June 2016 

There is an old saying in the Twin Cities metro area that in Minnesota there are two seasons: 
Winter and road construction. Here in Cedar Rapids, we are fully into the road construction 
season. As we travel out and about we also run across a great deal of construction work. In that 
process we experience detours and delays and sometimes we actually get to see the destruction 
of the existing road take place. 

None of us like to be traveling along and come upon a detour. Having to take a detour moves us 
out of our comfort zone as we knew where the usual road would take us. We are unsure where 
we will have to travel while on the detour. God has laid out the straight and narrow way in the 10 
Commandments. All too often we think that we can detour from them and believe that things will 
still be okay. Our detours only lead to destruction as Jesus said: “Enter by the narrow gate, for the 
gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by 
it.” (Matt. 7:13). 

We can rejoice that Jesus has walked the narrow way. He has fulfilled the Law of God perfectly 
on behalf of all people. His path took Him to the cross of Calvary where He laid down his perfect 
life in exchange for our lives which have detoured from His Holy Word. 

What about the delays we experience having to sit in line until the pilot car gets back to take the 
next group of vehicles in the other direction? They test our patience. We sometimes honk at the 
slower driver or we are sharp with our words to someone else when our demands are not met as 
promptly as we think we should be. Our lack of patience can lead us into sinning against our 
neighbor–often those closest to us–right under our own roof. 

Jesus enters our world as the patient One. He didn’t honk at others but rather called all to 
repentance through His preaching. When we are impatient, He is totally patient. I Peter 3:9 states, 
“The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” What patience a forgiving God shows 
toward us! 

While we can react with sharp words which cut others down, Jesus kept silent all the way to the 
cross. “Who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and while being reviled, He 
did not revile in return; while suffering He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him 
who judges righteously; and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die 
to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.” (I Peter 2:22-24.) 

All sorts of different machines are used to tear up existing roads to make way for the new. 
Sometimes we will see piles of concrete and asphalt that are waiting to be recycled. God created 
a perfect world and our sins have contributed to its destruction. Sometimes our words tear others 
down. Harsh words destroy relationships and break the bond of peace within the body of Christ 
which we call the Church. God again calls us to repentance. Too often we substitute emails or 
texts in place of the biblical mandate of meeting with someone “face to face.” 

Again we meet Jesus. He lets Himself to be torn in our place, to be destroyed on our behalf so 
that we could be put back together as “new creations.” “Who, although He existed in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form 
of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.” (Phil. 2:6-8.) 

Jesus meets sin, death, and the power of the devil “face to face.” He conquered them through His 
suffering, death, and resurrection. In Holy Baptism, He has placed His name upon us and 
bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. In the Holy Supper, He comes to us 
“face to face” in the bread and wine which are His body and blood. In that most sacred meal we 
receive the forgiveness of sins and are sent back out into the world rejoicing in what He has done 
for us! 
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Capital Campaign (Update: 5-16-16) 
approved on 6/29/12 by Iowa District East in Convention. 

 
 

 Pastors are being contacted by phone for potential names of those 
saints in Christ Jesus who may wish to make an individual gift. 
 

 Dr. Rothchild will send a letter of introduction to potential donors and 
will follow-up with a phone call to schedule a personal visit.  

 
 Dr. Rothchild will show the DVD and share other information at the 

time of his visit and the saints will be given a donor form to complete 
as they deem appropriate. 
 

 Dr. Rothchild wishes to thank all our faithful donors, both individuals 
and congregations 

Professional Worker Packet—Iowa District East 

Capital Campaign Update 

Update: Gifts received to date: $ 600,777 
Gifts promised in next 1-7 years: $ 32,075 

  
Total to Date: $ $632,852 

For further information, please contact Rev. Dr. Dean F. Rothchild  
at 319-373-2112 (office), 319-350-9564 (cell) or deanrothchild@lcmside.org. 
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Summer Safety Notes  

From Nurse Ronda 
June 2016 

With summer time coming up, hopefully you will be spending more time outside. Because of this 
you may end up with sprains, cuts, insect bites, and sunburns. It is important to be safe during 
this summer season.  

For sprains and broken bones it can be difficult to know which one you are dealing with. 
Symptoms of a sprain include pain, swelling, and a limitation in movement. Broken bones can 
typically resemble the same symptoms of a sprain. So when in doubt, check it out. Make sure 
you are wearing a helmet anytime you are riding something on wheels (bike, skateboard, 
scooter).  

Insect bites are a very common occurrence during the summer. It is important that you read the 
product labels before usage insect repellent. Limiting time spent outdoors in the early evenings 
and nighttime when bugs are biting, as well as wearing clothing that covers more skin, can be 
helpful.  

When out in the sun it is important to wear sunscreen in order to avoid sunburns. It is 
recommended that you wear anything over SPF 3O. Sunscreen should be reapplied at least 
every two hours and more frequently when swimming or sweating.  

Lake and pool safety is important to keep in mind during the summer. Wear a life jacket while out 
on the lake. Remember to take frequent water breaks during the day to avoid dehydration. 

For further information on summer safety check out WebMD or CDC.gov 

Happy and healthy summer fun to you!  

Ronda Anderson, RN 

Parish Nurse, Bethany Lutheran Church  
IDE Parish Nurse District Representative 
nurse.bethanycr@gmail.com   
319-364-6026 

mailto:nurse.bethanycr@gmail.com
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Schools—It’s Round-Up Time 
June 2016 

It’s that time of year, known in Lutheran schools as Kindergarten 
Round-up.  I had the pleasure of being asked to assist in this 
process at Central Lutheran School in Newhall several weeks ago.  
That’s me, Jan Doellinger, (on the right) listening to Frank as he 
identifies beginning sounds and letters of familiar items on a word 
ring.  Below is Karen Woltemath working with a future Central 
kindergartner on identifying numbers.   

Kindergarten is a “rite of passage” – not just for the incoming 
kindergartner but for parents as well.  It’s a popular orientation 
program for pre-kindergarteners that brings families to school to see 
classrooms, meet the teacher, and experience part of a kindergarten day. "The sooner you can 
start the transition process, the better it is for everyone. This lets everyone know, wherever they 
will be, they will be okay. Children -- and parents -- are much less anxious," says Dr.Robert 
Kreifels. 

I’m sure most administrators would agree that the transition 
is usually harder on the parents than it is for the student.  
Kindergarten Round-ups provide the parents with a 
touchstone. It gives them an idea of what to expect, 
especially if this is their first child or starting a new school 
for the family.  This connects families to their new school 
early, and that is extremely important in establishing a 
foundation for a strong relationship between the Lutheran 
school and the family of a kindergartner. 

Kindergarten Round-Ups have been around for some thirty 
years or so, but did you know Lutheran schools have been 
around since 1847 when the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod was founded?  The LC-MS began with 12 
congregations and 14 schools.  By 1872, twenty-five years 
later, there were 446 congregations and 472 schools!  
Today, the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod has 

approximately 6,000 congregations and operates approximately 2100 schools!  Iowa East has 8 
Lutheran schools, including one high school, and 23 free-standing preschools! 

If a child were to enroll in a Lutheran school from Preschool through Grade 8 that child would be 
in the school’s care for a minimum of 13,869 hours. To receive that same amount of time in a 
church setting, the child would have to attend church and Sunday School every Sunday for 266 
years. Thank God for Lutheran Schools, where students in all of the grades get to hear about 
Jesus each and every day.  It is an honor and privilege to serve the schools and preschools of 
Iowa District East.   

Ya-hoo!!!   Let’s round ‘em up!  

 

Jan Doelinger 
Assistant to the President—Schools 
jdoellinger@lcmside.org  
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2016—2017 IDE Youth Retreats 

Confirmation Retreat 

October 7-8, 2016 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 

Senior High Retreat 

November 18-19, 2016 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 

Middle School Retreat 

February 3-4, 2017 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 
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Youth Ministry Page 
June 2016 
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Are you, or someone you know, interested in attending Higher Things for a single day? We have 
Higher Things® For A Day passes available at all three conferences this summer! Registration for 
HTFAD passes opened on May 1st. 

Individuals wishing to attend with these passes should register using the typical registration 
process found here. When filling out your registration, an HTFAD checkbox will appear for 
each registrant. Mark that, followed by checkbox(es) for each day(s) you wish to attend. This will 
automatically change your registration fee to $50.00 per person, per day. 

If you have any questions regarding the registration process for HTFAD, please contact our 
Registrar, Nicole Simek at registrar@higherthings.org. 

Come see what everyone loves about Higher Things conferences! 

Vanderbilt University 
Nashville, TN 

June 28-July 1, 2016 

University of Northern Iowa 
Cedar Falls, IA 
July 5-8, 2016  

Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, CO 
July 26-29, 2016 

http://higherthings.org/conferences/breadoflife2016/registration-instructions
http://higherthings.org/conferences/breadoflife2016/registration-instructions
mailto:registrar@higherthings.org


 
 
 
CHURCH FACILITIES OF YESTERYEAR:  Some time ago, your IDE Archivist called 
upon congregations of the district to locate some pictures for a project leading to a slide 
presentation at the District Convention in 2018.  Since nothing has been forth-coming, a 
reminder might be in order at this time.  Here are the kind of pictures being requested: 
 
01.  Original place of meeting for worship (store-front, hotel, house, etc.) 
02.  Other churches worshipped in up to (but not including) the present facility 
03.  Housing (parsonage) provided by the congregation for their pastors 
04.  Housing (teacherage) provided by the congregation for their teachers 
05.  Parochial school buildings used up to (but not including) present facility 
 
In this era where just about everybody has access to a photo devise which can send tiny pictures, 
your archivist is looking for pictures that consist of around 200KB.  That allows for a slide to 
cover the whole screen.  Smaller than that and the pictures can end up looking like postage 
stamps in the middle of a big page.  Send your submissions in the following manner: 
 
E-mail them to:  onamission1939@gmail.com 
In the Subject Title, list your congregation and location:  [ex. St Church-Cedar Rapids] 
Attach photo(s) to the e-mail and send 
 
 
 
FACES OF THE REFORMATION:  Concordia Historical Institute (CHI) is making available 
25 faces of individuals significant in the Reformation Era of the 1500s.  Six of the first 25 are 
given in the next few pages.  The information is available to congregations for free.  CHU offers 
either a Bible Study connected with a given personality, or a Handout (see the following 
pages), or a Bulletin Insert for use in your Sunday worship folders.  If interested, check out the 
resource section at this CHI site:  www.lutheranreformation.org  
 
The full list of names to be featured for some months to come:  Martin Luther (early years), Hans 
and Margarethe Luder, Philipp Melanchthon, Pope Leo X, Katharina von Bora, Knight George 
(Martin Luther), Jan Hus, Elector Frederick the Wise; Erasmus of Rotterdam, Johann Tetzel, 
Johannes Gutenberg, Johann von Staupitz, Lucas Cranach, Nicolaus von Amsdorf, Ulrich 
Zwingli, Justus Jonas, Johann Eck, Johannes Bugenhagen, Thomas Munster, Emperor Charles V, 
John Calvin, Andreas Karlstadt, Martin Chemnitz, Martin Luther (later years), and George 
Spalatin. 
 

Allen Konrad-IDE Archivist 

mailto:onamission1939@gmail.com
http://www.lutheranreformation.org/


Author of the 95 Theses which 
sparked the Reformation

Martin Luther
Born:  Nov. 10, 1483  |  Eisleben, Germany
Died:  Feb. 18, 1546  |  Eisleben, Germany

Luther was raised by God-fearing parents who sacrificed 
to give their son an education. Planning to become a lawyer, Martin Luther 
entered the University of Erfurt. (His courses in grammar, logic and rhetoric 
provided the tools Luther later used to study and interpret Scripture.) Law was 
a profession that was not only respected but would also ensure his ability to 
care for his parents in their later years. One day Luther was caught in a violent 
thunderstorm. He prayed to St. Anne, promising to become a monk if his life was 
spared. This was not a promise he took lightly. Much to the disappointment of 
his father, Luther shed his worldly life to enter the Augustinian monastery. 

It was here that Luther fasted and prayed, constantly seeking to live a perfect and 
holy life for God’s approval. This attempt to live a holy life included visiting and 
revering holy relics. There were relics that were reputed to be a splinter from the 
cross, or a branch from the burning bush, the hair of this saint or a piece of cloth 
from that one. Even Luther’s trip to Rome, a city filled with more relics than any 
other in Europe, could not put his soul at ease. He could never be good enough for 
this righteous God. Despair set in. Luther’s vicar (or priest), Johann von Staupitz, 
brought him to Wittenberg where he could mentor Luther more closely. 

Luther began an in-depth study of the Bible while teaching at the University 
of Wittenberg. He continued this study after finishing his doctorate, believing 
that the Bible was more important than the teachings of the Church Fathers. In 
1514, while studying Paul’s letter to the Romans in his tower room, he finally saw 
the pure Gospel. He realized that sinners are saved not through good works but 
by the gift of God through faith. This insight into the Gospel and the assurance 
of his salvation gave him the confidence to overcome the challenges he would 
soon face.

The challenges began in the form of a man named Johann Tetzel. Tetzel was sent 
to Wittenberg to sell indulgences. After penitents confessed their sins, a priest 
might assign works of satisfaction as part of absolving sins. At first, indulgences 
were granted to Crusaders willing to sacrifice all in defense of the Church. 
Those who could not go could support the effort financially and also receive an 
indulgence, or pardon from sin. 

This was so lucrative that the practice was soon used to raise funds for churches 
and hospitals, even infrastructure. Frederick the Wise would display his relics 
on All Saints Day, Nov. 1. The faithful could pay homage to the relics, pay money 
to Frederick and everyone would be happy at the end of the day; sins forgiven, 
revenues up. The three parts to penance changed from contrition, confession 
and absolution to contrition, confession and contribution.

Luther’s concern was that there would no longer be any sense of true contrition. 
If sinners could receive pardon from all sins, then they could spend the rest of 
their lives not worrying about the statuses of their souls. He must protect his 
flock from this dangerous practice.

On Oct. 31, 1517, Luther posted his 95 Theses on the Castle Church doors, seeking 
a scholarly debate on the sale of indulgences. Although he wrote them in Latin, 
they were surreptitiously translated into German and distributed throughout the 
land, sparking the events that began the Reformation. 

T H E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H — M I S S O U R I  S Y N O D
ConcordiaHistoricalInstitute.org

LutheranReformation.org

F A C E S  O F  T H E R E F O R M A T I O N

MARTIN LUTHER

© 2016 LCMS

http://www.LutheranReformation.org


Forming a ReformerHans & Margarethe 
(Lindemann) Luder
Hans Luder: 1459–1530
Margarethe (Lindeman) Luder:  ?–1531 The Parents of Martin Luther. Hans Luder (Luther) 

was the son of a peasant farmer. Due to inheritance laws, he was not 
eligible to come into the land of his father. He left his home village 
in Möhra to work in Eisleben, where Margarethe gave birth to a son. 
According to the Catholic tradition, they had the baby baptized the 
next day, November 11, which also was the Feast Day of St. Martin of 
Tours. Thus he was christened Martin. While he was still a baby, the 
family moved to Mansfield. One can assume that Hans was a smart, 
hard-working man. He advanced from a common laborer in the 
copper mines to the owner of his own copper mine. Before 25 years 
had passed, he owned at least six mines and two copper smelters and 
was a member of Mansfield’s city council. A peasant he was born, a 
businessman he became. Some of this rise may have been due to the 
fact that Margarethe (also called Hanna) was from a respected family 
in Eisenach. It is probable that her family loaned the money necessary 
for Hans to buy his own copper mine. Copper mining was a risky 
profession. Like today’s small business owners, they were not affluent, 
but hard working and frugal. Because Martin was from a family of both 
farmers and businessmen, he was acquainted with their struggles and 
could write on the condition of their lives with some accuracy.

Hans and Margarethe loved their children, but were strict in their 
parenting. Strictness seemed to be the order of the day. Years later 
Martin recalled receiving a beating from his mother so severe it drew 
blood. (His crime was taking a nut without permission.) School in 
Mansfield was equally strict. Beatings for not knowing the assigned 
lessons were common. The end of the week brought more beatings 
for any behavioral infractions recorded during the week. His lesson 
was learned: all transgressions must be atoned for. It is little wonder 
Martin advocated for education reform and treated his own children so 
tenderly. 

He finished his last four pre-university years in Eisenach, staying with 
Heinrich Schalbe, a family friend on his mother’s side. Schalbe treated 
him like a son, causing Martin to recall those years as much more 
pleasant. Stories of the young Martin as a poor, practically orphaned 
school boy singing for his supper seem to be more legend than fact. It 
may stem from a time when school children sang in the streets during 
holidays and were often rewarded with small treats.

In 1502 Martin finished a baccalaureate degree at the University of 
Erfurt, and by January 1505 he completed his master’s degree. His 
future looked bright and his parents were optimistic about their 
sacrificial investment in his education. But God had other plans for 
Martin’s life, and a lightning storm on July 2, 1505, played a hand in 
the turn of events. Caught in a severe storm and fearing for his life, 
Martin vowed to become a monk. This was more than a simple “foxhole 
prayer.” For Martin it was a solemn oath to God. By September he had 
given away his possessions and joined the Augustinian monastery in 
Erfurt. Hans’ plans for his son were crushed. It was many years later 
when Hans and Martin made peace with the young boy’s decision. 
Before he died, Hans left a sizable donation to the University of 
Wittenberg, where Martin taught.

T H E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H — M I S S O U R I  S Y N O D
ConcordiaHistoricalInstitute.org

LutheranReformation.org

F A C E S  O F  T H E R E F O R M A T I O N

© 2016 LCMS

http://www.LutheranReformation.org


Luther’s right-hand man and author 
of the Augsburg Confession

Philipp Melanchthon
Born:  Feb. 16, 1497  |  Bretten, Germany
Died:  April 19, 1560  |  Wittenberg, Germany

Who was Philipp Melanchthon? Some argue that he was a staunch 
defender of the Lutheran faith. Others say he was a weak professor whose battle 
cry was, “Why can’t we all just get along?” The answer may be that he was both. 
All agree he was a brilliant scholar and systematical theologian.

Melanchthon attended the University of Heidelberg, earning a bachelor’s degree 
in 1511. At age 17, he received a master’s degree from the University of Tübingen. 
His great-uncle Johann Reuchlin recommended him to Fredrick the Wise, who 
was seeking a professor of Greek for his newly formed university at Wittenberg. 
Melanchthon arrived Aug. 25, 1518, ten months after Luther posted his 95 Theses. 
Melanchthon was young, only 21, and small and thin in stature. An imposing 
figure he was not, but the world would know him one day as a giant of the 
Reformation.

Luther saw and admired the new professor’s gifts immediately. Melanchthon’s 
lectures were well attended. Not only students but townspeople and nobles 
crowded to hear the exceptional orator. He resisted Luther’s frequent requests to 
pursue a doctor of theology degree but acquiesced to at least a bachelor’s degree 
in theology. He finished that degree in his first year at Wittenberg.

Although Melanchthon remained a layman, he and Luther were the closest of 
friends for the rest of their lives. They did not agree on everything, but were loyal 
to each other and admired and depended on the gifts the other had been given. 
Melanchthon was the systematician of Luther’s theology. Luther once said of 
Melanchthon, “I was born to go to war and give battle to sects and devils. That 
is why my books are stormy and warlike. … But Master Philip comes softly and 
neatly, tills and plants, sows and waters with pleasure, as God has abundantly 
given him the talents.”

He is known as Praeceptor Germaniae for his role in forming the educational 
system of Germany and also for his Loci Communes, a book of Lutheran theology 
organized by subject matter. Most significantly, he is the author of the Augsburg 
Confession, the primary explanation of the Lutheran faith and one of the chief 
documents of the Reformation.

In the spring of 1530, the Emperor called a diet to be held in Augsburg. Luther, 
Melanchthon and fellow reformer Johann Bugenhagen set out for Augsburg. 
Luther could not attend in person because the Edict of Worms made him an 
outlaw in that part of the country. He was instead left at Coburg to sit and stew 
while the others journeyed on. On June 25, chancellor Beyer read out loud the 
Augsburg Confession to Emperor Charles V at the Diet of Augsburg. Here the 
protesting princes of Germany swore their allegiance to the Confessions.

Historians often speak of Melanchthon’s desire for unity with both the Catholics 
and Calvinists. He is sometimes described as weak-willed in his defense of 
Luther’s teachings, hoping to find common ground with differing views. As 
time went by, he modified his earlier works, including the Augsburg Confession. 
This drew the ire of those that disagreed with Melanchthon’s alterations. To 
this day, congregations in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod subscribe to 
the Unaltered Augsburg Confession or UAC. These letters may be found in the 
cornerstone of your church.
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The leader of the Roman Catholic 
Church who saw Luther as just 

another heretic to easily dismissPope Leo X 
(a.k.a. Giovanni de’ Medici)

Born: Dec. 11, 1475  |  Florence, Italy
Died:  Dec. 1, 1521  |  Rome, Italy Giovanni de’ Medici was a member of the famous Medici 

household in Florence, Italy. His father, Lorenzo the Magnificent, 
was a skilled statesman who raised his sons to be fellow patrons of the arts. 
As the second son, Giovanni was steered to a life within the church. Due in no 
small part to his family’s connections, he was named a cardinal at age 17 and 
became pope at 37, taking the name Leo X. 

Leo was raised in one of the wealthiest households in Europe, and thus was 
accustomed to lavish spending. He proceeded to make Rome one of the finest 
Renaissance cities in Europe. St. Peter’s Basilica, started by his predecessor 
Pope Julius II, was to have the finest works of art in all of Europe. Master 
architects and artists such as Raphael and Michelangelo were commissioned 
to work on the design not only of the basilica, but also of the pontifical 
palace. His personal life was equally lavish, with extravagant hunting parties 
attended by a large entourage. He collected the finest gems and rare books, 
and his household expenditures quickly drained the papal accounts. Wars 
with France during this time only added to the financial need.

Leo saw his chance for a financial rebound when the archbishopric of Mainz 
came open. Albrecht of Brandenburg was willing to pay for the appointment … 
willing, but not able. He needed to borrow substantial funds. An arrangement 
was made that indulgences would be sold in his territory. Half the money 
would pay back the bank that loaned Albrecht the money to buy the 
archbishopric and half would go to Rome for the building of the basilica. In 
essence, Rome was paid twice, once with the money Albrecht borrowed from 
the bank and again with half the indulgence money.

Albrecht engaged the Dominican monk Johann Tetzel to sell indulgences. 
Tetzel would come into a town to announce what was Roman Catholic Church 
doctrine: that one could pay to have one’s time in purgatory reduced. Payment 
could also be made on behalf of deceased relatives. Who would not want to 
lessen the time of dear old Mom and Dad?

The idea that forgiveness of sins could be bought with anything other than the 
blood of Jesus angered Martin Luther. Although Tetzel was not in Wittenberg, 
Germany, he was just over the border and Luther’s parishioners were no less 
a target of Tetzel’s deceptions. Luther’s 95 Theses were primarily directed 
at Tetzel’s activities. When Luther’s theses challenged the pope’s power to 
shorten one’s time in purgatory, the two had a war of words over several years, 
culminating in Luther’s excommunication in 1521. 

Leo died later that year of pneumonia, just short of his 46th birthday. In his 
eight-year reign, his focus was split between the financial straits he helped 
to create and the political upheaval occurring in Europe. By comparison, 
a renegade monk should have been easy to deal with. Leo did not and 
could not foresee the looming divide. The hammering of the nails to secure 
the 95 Theses would become the hammering of the wedge that split the 
Western church. 
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A nun who followed her faith and 
later became Luther’s wifeKatharina von Bora

Born:  Jan. 29, 1499 | Saxony
Died:  Dec. 20, 1552 | Torgau, Germany Katharina von Bora was born in Saxony in 1499. Not much 

is known about her family, though recently historians have been researching to 
learn more about her early life. What is known is that she was born to a family 
of impoverished nobility and that she was sent to live in a Benedictine convent 
in Brehna when she was very young, around six. Thus Katharina began her 
education in a convent school, leading her on the path to becoming a nun.

In 1509, Katharina’s father arranged for her to be sent to the Marienthron cloister 
at Nimbschen, where her aunt was the abbess. Part of the Cistercian order, these 
nuns lived sparse lives without any luxury and performed manual labor, especially 
in the field. Katharina lived there as a postulant (candidate for the order) until 1515 
when, at the age of 16, she took her vows and became a novice. Katharina took her 
vows seriously in the coming years, living a life of poverty and manual labor.

In the meantime, Katharina’s future husband, Martin Luther, was calling for 
reform in the church. These writings made their way into the hands of some of the 
nuns at Marienthron. What impacted Katharina the most from Luther’s writings 
was learning of St. Paul’s teachings that grace came from faith alone, not through 
prayer or works. This inspired Katharina and nine other nuns to escape life in the 
convent. It took such courage, conviction and an incredible faith for Katharina to 
take the step to leave the only way of life she had ever known.

When their families were not willing to aid them (for it was against the law to do 
so), the sisters secretly wrote to Luther for help. He chose to help based on this 
reasoning: “They permit children to enter the cloister where there is no daily 
practice of the Word of God and they seldom or never hear the Gospel rightly 
preached. This is reason enough to have these persons pulled out of the cloister 
and snatched away by any means possible.” Luther enlisted his good friend, 
Leonhard Koppe, who regularly delivered supplies, including barrels of herring, 
to the convent. One day, the barrels he left the convent with were still full—of the 
escaping nuns!

Over the next year, Luther found homes for all of the nuns who had arrived in 
Wittenburg except one — Katharina. It was then that Katharina, 26, and Luther, 
42, were married June 13, 1525. Katharina, often called “Katie” by her husband, 
became the helpmeet for the reformer. Katharina ran the household for Luther, 
taking care of the finances and making the former monastery (Black Cloister) 
where they lived self-sufficient by running a boarding house and brewing beer. 
This allowed Luther to focus on theological issues and his family. Luther and 
Katharina had six children, four of whom lived to adulthood. Katharina was 
invaluable to her husband. Luther once wrote, “I would not exchange my Katie for 
France or for Venice.”

Katharina and Martin developed a love and unending bond. When her husband 
died Feb. 18, 1546, she was heartbroken. She wrote to her sister-in-law, “My sorrow 
is so deep that no words can express my heartbreak. … I can neither eat nor drink, 
not even sleep.” 

Life was not easy for Katharina following his death. Luther’s last testament was 
contested, and she had to fight to keep her children and their home. They were 
also forced to flee twice during the Schmalkaldic Wars. Much of her property 
was destroyed, and she was impoverished. She once again found herself fleeing 
Wittenburg with her family in 1552 because of the plague. Then a tragic accident 
occurred while traveling, and Katharina was seriously injured. She was taken to 
Torgau where she remained for three months before dying Dec. 20, 1552. 
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The alias Luther used after his prince 
hid him away to protect his life 

Knight George  
(a.k.a. Martin Luther)  

Luther’s alias while in exile 

Luther had been called by the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles 
V, and the German princes to the diet (meeting) of the German nation, which was to 
be held at the city of Worms (pronounced “Vorms”). Luther’s own prince, Frederick 
the Wise, was among the nobility in attendance. Luther arrived under the Emperor’s  
guarantee of safe passage April 16, 1521. He was called not to debate, but simply to 
recant his writings. 

“Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason, I do not accept the authority 
of popes and councils, for they have contradicted each other. My conscience is 
captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go against 
conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand; I can do no other. God help me. 
Amen.” With these words, Luther risked being named a heretic and thus an outlaw 
with a price on his head.

Charles V wasted little time in condemning Luther. True to his word, however, 
Charles granted Luther safe passage to return to Wittenberg. He had 21 days to return 
home. As he and two of his companions traveled, they were suddenly accosted by 
several armed horsemen. They pulled Luther from the wagon and whisked him away 
as his friends watched in horror, certain they would never see Luther alive again.

The elaborate plot, with the blessing of Frederick the Wise, was to “kidnap” Luther 
and see that he was held safely away from those who might be plotting his death. 
Frederick knew nothing of the details, only that Luther was taken to safety. This 
gave him plausible deniability should the Emperor ask Frederick if he knew Luther’s 
whereabouts. Luther was taken to the Wartburg castle in the dark of night. He grew 
out his hair and beard, traded in his monk’s robe for the attire of a knight and lived 
under the pseudonym Knight George. He saw no one, save the few trusted souls that 
attended his needs. 

 He complained of depression, loneliness and boredom. He was not used to the 
rich food served there, and it did not sit well with him. Work was his deliverance. 
During his 10-month exile, he produced what to some would be a lifetime of work. 
He translated the entire New Testament from Greek into German. This work alone 
helped to codify the German language, and it put the Scriptures directly into the 
hands of the laymen. He worked at a feverish pace and accomplished this feat 
in 11 weeks. Among his many books written during this time were a commentary 
on Psalm 68 in German as a devotional for the laity, and a commentary on the 
Magnificat. 

In Luther’s absence, several men — including Andreas Carlstadt, a professor at 
Wittenberg — threw all order to the wind, and the church was left in relative chaos. 
Altars were destroyed, and images of saints were smashed. Nothing even hinting at 
Catholicism was left untouched, including how the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. 
Luther shed his knight’s clothing, and on March 9, he returned to the pulpit in 
Wittenberg. Peace quickly returned to the tumultuous city following a week of 
sermons on the importance of teaching before any changes could be made, Law and 
Gospel, and the strengthening of the weaker member of the body of Christ. For all 
the uproar his 95 Theses caused, no one could deny that his words could be equally 
calming and healing. 

Luther’s exile was over. For the rest of his life, the Edict of Worms that declared 
Luther a heretic hung over him, but Germany was not about to let an outside 
emperor dictate the fate of the father of the Reformation. 
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phone 319.848.4187 email camp@campiodiseca.org web www.campiodiseca.org 

3271 Sandy Beach Road NE, Solon, IA 52333 

Thrivent Action Teams 
 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca hosts dozens of volunteer projects annually. 
Often times, we provide the supplies and volunteer groups pro-
vide the labor. In the past, we’ve had volunteer groups build pic-
nic tables, clean up our woods, and even build activities such as 
disc golf and human foosball. With a Thrivent Action Team, you 
can team up with Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca to fund your volunteer pro-
ject up to $250. The $250 can be used to buy supplies and equip-
ment for a project, but also can be used to help pay for an over-
night volunteering retreat at Camp! Contact us to help set up a 
volunteer project at Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca. Remember, any 
Thrivent Financial member can apply for and lead an action 
team!   

Summer Camp Begins June 15 

 
We’re less than a month away from the beginning of our 2016 Summer Program, I AM,  
based on June 8:58. The first of our summer staff have arrived early to help prepare for 
staff training and summer camp. The pool is being painted and sealed, our road is about to 
go through some major repairs, our lawn mowers are busy most of the week. All of our 
leadership staff arrive on May 31, and our counselors and support staff begin staff training 
on June 5. Then our first camp session begins on June 15 with a mini-week of campers 
grades 4-6. On July 30, our Summerfest Auction and 1-mile and 5K Fun Runs take place, 
with the opportunity to win 2017 summer camp scholarships for the top three finishers in 
each race! Finally, summer camp concludes after our 8th session on August 2. Registra-
tion is still open, and we hope to see you on camp this summer!  

mailto:camp@campiodiseca.org
http://www.campiodiseca.org


phone 319.848.4187 web www.campiodiseca.org web www.campiodiseca.org 

3271 Sandy Beach Road NE, Solon, IA 52333 

email camp@campiodiseca.org 

Needs List 
 

4WD pickup truck; Tractor; Miscellaneous Legos; Kickballs 

(10); Service Truck; Convection Oven; First Class Postage 

Stamps; Copy Paper; Smoke Detectors; Carbon Monoxide 

Detectors; Please see our web site for a complete list: 

www.campiodiseca.org.  Important Dates 

 
June 15 

Summer Camp Begins 
 

July 30 
Summerfest Auction 

1-Mile & 5K Fun Runs 
 

August 2 
Summer Camp Ends 

 
September 9-10 

IED LMWL Fall Retreat 
 

October 7-8 
IDE Confirmation Retreat 

 
November 18-19 

IDE Sr. High Retreat 
 

February 3-4 
IDE Middle School Retreat 

 

 

Become a fan of Camp  
Io-Dis-E-Ca by clicking the ‘Like’ 
button on our Facebook page. 

Camp Presentations 
 
Would you like to know more about Camp 

Io-Dis-E-Ca? Camp Director Daniel 

Sanchez is  available to speak to congrega-

tions and groups about Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca’s 

mission, facilities, and programs. Call 319-

848-4187 to schedule a speaker!  

2016 Summer Camp Staff 
 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca is looking for college-aged young adults to 

make a difference in the lives of children. The opportunity to serve 

at a camp awaits! Go to www.nloma.org and click on the employ-

ment tab at the top of the page to submit your application today! 

We are currently looking for up to four more camp counselors.  

 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca also needs Junior Counselors (JC’s) to assist the 

summer program. Applicants should be at least 15 years old. JCs 

spend the week with a cabin group enjoying the many camp activi-

ties and serving as a positive role model and motivator for younger 

campers while helping the cabin counselors  supervise younger 

campers. It’s a great experience for only $95 per week. Please 

contact Camp Director, Daniel Sanchez by emailing dan-

iel@campiodiseca.org for more information or to receive an appli-

cation. 

THRIVENT CHOICE 
In 2015, Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca received $18,294 in Thrivent 

Choice contributions! Thank you donors for making this pro-

gram a success for Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca. Will you help make 

2016 another excellent year in Thrivent Choice giving?  

 

Go to https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/ or call 800-

THRIVENT (800-847-4836) and state "Thrivent Choice" to 

designate your choice dollars for Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca today. 

Thank you for making 

Thrivent Choice a valuable 

stream of revenue for Camp 

Io-Dis-E-Ca! 

http://www.campiodiseca.org
mailto:camp@campiodiseca.org
http://www.campiodiseca.org/Needs.pdf
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?LutherhavenMinistrie/ecf8812105/3a90c21f88/396db9a377
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For more  
information on LCEF 
loans, investments,  
and services, please 

contact: 
 

Carole L. White LCEF 
V.P. Iowa East & West 

1150 Home Park Blvd #7 
Waterloo, IA  50701  

 
 carole.white@lcef.org  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Bob Riggert 
Director of Customer 

Services 
bob.riggert@ialcef.org 

 
 

Ruth Gerken 
Promotions Director 
Iowa East & West 

ruth.gerken@ialcef.org 
 
 

For current rates visit 
lcef.org 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a Wish List? LCEF Can Help  
Every ministry has a wish list—some have decided to replace outdated office equipment 
or the church organ, while others may need more room for a community space,        
child-care facility or worship space expansion. Others are refinancing a loan to get a 
better rate and free up more dollars for ministry. Whatever the needs or wishes of your       
ministry, let Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) help make them a reality. LCEF 
offers both adjustable- and fixed-rate loans, depending on your organization’s needs. If 
you and your leadership team are unsure which type of loan is best, contact your LCEF   
District Vice President, Carole White or visit lcef.org.  
 
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not       
FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a    
solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. 
The offer is made solely by LCEF's Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the  
Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. Lutheran Church         
Extension Fund-Missouri Synod (NMLS #3444.) National Office: 10733 Sunset Office 

Drive, Suite 300, St. Louis, MO, 63127-1020, 
lcef.org, (800)843-5233.  
                          

LCEF has provided funds for new construction or renovations in Iowa District East 
over the years made possible because of our faithful investors.  
Pictured  are two past projects. 
 

An LCEF loan for the combined  

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church and Dubuque 

Lutheran School provided needed         

Risen Christ, Davenport expanded their 

sanctuary, kitchen, and renovated office 

space and restrooms in 2012. 
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 FAITHFUL AND FRUITFUL STEWARDS 

 

                                                Tasting the Spirit’s Fruit 

 

 “The fruit of the Spirit is . . . peace.” Galatians 5:22 

 

The risen Christ enters the room of frightened disciples and greets them, “Peace be with you.” (John 

20:19, 26)  Jesus’ appearance fulfills His promise “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 

Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

(John 14:27)  

 

The One who is Himself the Peace brings peace to His church through the Spirit. We are blessed to 

hear Jesus’ word of peace in the divine worship. The Kyrie begins, “In peace let us pray to the Lord.” 

Many pastors conclude the sermon with the words, “Now may the peace of God which passes all 

understanding . . .” The Service of the Sacrament includes the greeting, “The peace of the Lord be 

with you always.” We leave the Lord’s Table with the blessing “Depart in peace.” We join in the 

Nunc Dimittis, “Lord now let your servant go in peace” Jesus shares His peace with us. 

 

Jesus offers His peace in the places of our lives that may not always be peaceful. May Jesus’ peace 

come to hearts that ache over diseases and conditions that complicate and shorten lives. May Jesus’ 

peace come to families where relationships are strained between spouses or between parents and 

children. May Jesus’ peace come to work and community settings where conflict hinders productivi-

ty. May Jesus’ peace come to congregations where Satan’s disruptions have strained relationships 

between pastor and parishioner or brother and sister in Christ. 

 

The Holy Spirit brings the fruit of peace through the means of grace.  The Holy Spirit blesses us as 

we taste and share the peace of His presence.  

 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund provides financial resources to congregation and schools so that 

the means of peace can be shared with God’s people. In addition LCEF offers investments for chil-

dren, families, and retirees, making resources available for emergencies, retirement, college, or other 

life phases. There is peace in wise personal and family stewardship. 

 

 To learn more about the investment opportunities and ministry partnerships of Lutheran Church 

Extension Fund contact District LCEF Vice President Carole White (carole.white@lcef.org) or visit 

lcef.org. 

 

Prayer: Holy Spirit, thank you for bringing the peace of Jesus to me. Help me to live in the fruit of 

peace in the vocations of my life and help me to be an instrument of peace in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

(Note: As your partner in stewardship education, Iowa District EastLutheran Church Extension Fund 

offers these devotional reflections for congregation leaders, stewardship partners, and individuals.) 

 

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not 

an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should care-

fully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. 

 
 

The fruit 

of the 

Spirit is 

... 

 Peace 
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Win  
$1,000 for 
your LCMS  
ministry! 

Share examples of your community service in a video clip or a photo.

Carole White
District Vice President
Iowa Districts East & West
877-439-5233 
carole.white@lcef.org

LCEF’s Y.I. Back to School 
Service Contest 

The upper Midwest districts of 
the Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund (LCEF) will be hosting a Young 
Investors (Y.I.) Back to School 
Service Contest and we want you 
to participate!

This contest is open to any 
age: Sunday school students, 
youth groups, adult Bible study 
groups, men and women’s 
groups. Share examples of your 
community service in a video clip 
of 30 seconds up to two minutes 
(maximum) or a photo.  
Be creative! 

Let’s show our young people 
how we can all serve others in 

our church, school and local 
communities. Let’s shine for Jesus!

This online contest will be live 
in time for Rally Day and Back 
to School events starting August 
28 through September 25, 2016. 
More details will be released 
closer to the start date. Follow our 
newsfeed at lcefuppermidwest.org 
for more information. 

Learn more about the Y.I. Club at 
http://lcef.org/yi_club/index.cfm 
where young people (ages 7-18 
years) can earn up to $25/year for 
10 hours of community service. 



Optional Readings:

Isaiah: Chapters 40-55 (CPH, 2011)

Isaiah: Chapters 56-66 (CPH, 2014)

Location:
College Hill Lutheran Church
2322 Olive St.
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Coordinators:
Pastor Versemann Pastor Wegener
Phone: 319-352-2314 Phone: 319-266-1274
pastorversemann@msn.com chlc.lcms@cfu.net

6600 North Clinton Street
Fort Wayne, IN 46825
www.ctsfw.edu

CEDAR FALLS, IOWA JUNE 13–15, 2016
Dr. R. Reed Lessing: Isaiah 40–66
Please return this completed form with your check or credit card information to Concordia Theological Seminary, Continuing Education, 6600 N. Clinton Street,
Fort Wayne, IN 46825. Please contact Kara Mertz at (260) 452-2103 or CE@ctsfw.edu with your questions or concerns. You may fax your registration to (260) 452-2121.

(Please circle if applicable.) Dr. Rev. Dcs. Mr. Ms. Mrs.

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Date of Birth _______/_______/_______

Street __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________________ State __________ Zip ______________________________ Day Phone ________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Category Price Qty. Amount

1.5 CEU course for Pastors/Prof. Church Workers $150 x ______ = ______________

1.5 CEU course for Retired Pastors/Lay Persons $100 x ______ = ______________

Fort Wayne Students/Fort Wayne Vicars $0 x ______ = ______________

1.5 CEU course for Fort Wayne Vicar/Fieldwork Supervisor $0 x ______ = ______________

Name(s) of Vicar/Fieldworker(s): ______________________________________________________________

Dr. R. Reed Lessing
Dr. Lessing serves as senior pastor at
St. Michael Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne,
Indiana. Prior to that he was on the faculty at
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, for
14 years.

His books include Interpreting Discontinuity: Isaiah’s Tyre Oracle
(Eisenbrauns, 2004), Jonah (Concordia Publishing House [CPH],
2007), Amos (CPH, 2009), Isaiah: Chapters 40-55 (CPH, 2011),
Prepare the Way of the Lord:
An Introduction to the Old Testament (co-authored with Andrew
Steinmann, CPH, 2013) and Isaiah: Chapters 56-66 (CPH, 2014).

Isaiah 40–66 (1.5 CEU)
Isaiah 40-66 are some of the most significant chapters in the
Old Testament, if not the entire Bible. Participants will not only
study this section of Isaiah but will also be resourced with many
sermons and Bible studies.

For more information about Continuing Education

opportunities and/or registration, you may call Kara Mertz at

260-452-2103, email CE@ctsfw.edu or visit

www.ctsfw.edu/CE.

CEDAR FALLS, IOWA JUNE 13–15, 2016

Payment Type:

� My check is enclosed. Make check payable to CTSFW.

� Please bill my credit card. Choose one: � MasterCard � Visa

Card # __________________________________ Exp. ____/____

3-digit security code from the back of credit card. ____ | ____ | ____

Signature: ________________________________________________________

Forming servants in Jesus Christ
who teach the faithful, reach the lost,
and care for all.

Class begins on June 13 at 1 p.m. Class concludes on June 15 at noon.



Please Join Us!
Monday, June 6
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Park View Lutheran Church in Eldridge

Tuesday, June 7
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
St. John Lutheran Church in Waverly 

Wednesday, June 8
1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
Bethany Lutheran Church in Cedar Rapids

Wednesday June 8 
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Iowa City

Thursday, June 9
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Marshalltown

Register today at lcmside.org. 

Find Us on Social Media

12042-0116

You’re Invited

Come learn how the Concordia 
Health Plan has you covered!

Concordia Plan Services (CPS) wants members to be able 

to focus on what matters most to them –ministry, family, 

well-being. The Concordia Health Plan (CHP) is able to help 

them do just that!

You can offer your workers the peace of mind that the all-

inclusive CHP can provide. With the CHP, you have a variety 

of coverage options to choose from, and the CPS Employer 

Resources Team would like the opportunity to tell you more 

about the options and the benefits that are included.

We’ll be holding five workshops throughout the Iowa 

District East in June. Those responsible for making decisions 

about worker benefits should attend.

Questions? Call 319-373-2112 and ask to speak to Rev. Dr. 

Dean Rothchild.
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2016 SUMMER WORKSHOPS 
Register online at www.csl.edu

Concordia Seminary 
Continuing Education
801 Seminary Place
St. Louis, MO 63105

CONCORDIA SEMINARY, ST. LOUIS

2016  
SUMMER WORKSHOPS

June 6-8, 2016
David Adams  West Fargo, ND

July 18-20, 2016
Mike Middendorf Orange, CA

Aug. 1-3, 2016
Jeff Kloha Charlottesville, VA

June 13-15, 2016
Andrew Bartelt  Knowles, OK

July 25-27, 2016
David Schmitt Cary, NC

Aug. 1-3, 2016
David Peter Stuttgart, AR

June 20-22, 2016
David Adams Plymouth, MN

July 25-27, 2016
Timothy Saleska Mankato, MN

Aug. 8-10, 2016
Charles Arand Haslett, MI

June 22-24, 2016
Todd Jones Jackson, MI

Aug. 8-10, 2016
Rick Marrs Omaha, NE

June 22-24, 2016
Jeffrey Gibbs Oskaloosa, IA

Aug. 10-12, 2016
David Peter Cleveland, OH

June 29 - July 1, 2016
Todd Jones Metairie, LA

Aug. 15-17, 2016
Joel Okamoto Riverton, UT

    Aug. 22-24, 2016
    Joel Okamoto Springfield, MO

their own spiritual growth?” It is hoped that our time together 
will bring us closer to each other and to our Lord, who speaks  
to us in and through Psalms.

July 25-27, 2016 Hosanna Lutheran Church 
105 Hosanna Drive, Mankato, MN 56001
Contact: Dennis Heiden pastorDennis@hosannamankato.com

                         DR. DAVID SCHMITT
Schmitt is the Gregg H. Benidt Memorial 
professor of homiletics and literature. He is 
one of our church’s brightest thinkers in the 
areas of preaching and devotional studies. 
He is able to engage the intersection of faith 
and culture, particularly literary culture 
and visual arts, and does so by drawing 
upon our confessional Lutheran tradition.              
A prolific author, he has two new books in 

the works: The Pilgrimage of Preaching, a homiletics text on the 
art of preaching, and Restoration Spiritualities, a literary study    
on late 17th-century faith and literary culture.

Sermon Structures 
In sermon preparation, every preacher reaches that point where 
he needs to consider how he will order the ideas and experiences 
that go into the sermon. In this workshop, pastors will consider 
how to use various sermon structures: thematic structures that 
emphasize confessing a teaching of the faith, storied structures 
that emphasize retelling the story of the text and dynamic 
structures that emphasize shaping the experience of the hearers. 
Through theoretical explanation and practical examples, 
participants will encounter different sermon structures and be 
equipped to use them more intentionally in their preaching.

July 25-27, 2016  Resurrection Lutheran Church
100 W. Lochmere Drive, Cary, NC 27518
Contact: Dave Schleusener dave.schleusener@rlcary.org

                         DR. MIKE MIDDENDORF
Middendorf ’s Concordia Commentary: 
Romans 1-8 was published in 2013. He 
has also completed volume two over chapters 
9-16, scheduled for publication in May 2016. 
After completing his Th.D. at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis in 1990, he served in 
the parish and then at Concordia University 
Texas, Austin. Since 2001, he has been a 
professor of theology in Christ College at 

Concordia University, Irvine, Calif., where he regularly teaches 
undergraduates, graduate students and seminarians in the Cross-
Cultural Ministry Center.

Reaching into Romans
Many people regard Paul’s letter to Rome as the most influential 
book in the Bible. Luther contends it contains “most abundantly 
the things a Christian ought to know” and that “every Christian 
should know it word for word, by heart” (AE 35:380, 365). Yet 
Romans is neither anthropocentric nor individualistic. It focuses 
our attention primarily upon God, His righteousness through 
faith (Rom. 1-4; 9-11), and the life He graciously bestows in and 
through our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 5-8; 12-16). In addition to 
stressing these overall themes, in-depth attention will be given 
to the letter’s most significant and controverted passages. 
 
July 18-20, 2016  St. Johns Lutheran Church
154 S. Shaffer, Orange, CA 92866
Contact: Christina Meadows cmeadows@stjohnsorange.org

SUMMER WORKSHOPS
Continuing Education workshops offered by Concordia  
Seminary, St. Louis provide an opportunity for exploration  
of  contemporary topics that influence the practice of  ministry. 
They are designed for pastors, church workers and laypeople. 
Unless otherwise noted, all workshops begin at  
1 p.m. Monday and conclude at noon Wednesday. 
There are no sessions in the evening.

COSTS
Tuition for the three-day events is $140, which includes  
CEUs. Housing and meals vary from site to site and are the  
responsibility of  the participant. Information is available from 
the host pastor. A full refund for cancellations will be given  
up to 14 days before the event.

REGISTRATION
Register for workshops online at www.csl.edu no later than 14 
days prior to the beginning of  each workshop. After you register, 
you will receive a detailed schedule and a pre-session reading 
list. Workshops must have a minimum number of  participants 
in order to be held. Please reach out to the on-site contact for 
directions, housing and meal information. Email addresses are 
listed with each workshop. Cancellations by phone or in writing 
at least 14 days before the workshop will receive a full refund. 

UPCOMING 
CONTINUINING 
EDUCATION EVENTS

Faith and Writing Workshop
July 26-28, 2016

Summer Lay Bible Institute
Aug. 6, 2016

Theological Symposium
Sept. 20-21, 2016

Fall Lay Bible Institute
Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2016

For details, please contact: 
Concordia Seminary
Continuing Education 
801 Seminary Place, St. Louis, MO 63105
314-505-7286  
ce@csl.edu

Online registration is available at www.csl.edu

If you wish to register and the deadline has passed, please call 
Erika Bennett at 314-505-7286. If the minimum number has 
been met, the deadline will be extended.

SUMMER WORKSHOPS 2016
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SUMMER WORKSHOPS 2016

                         DR. DAVID ADAMS  
Adams is associate professor of exegetical 
theology and coordinator of international 
Seminary exchange programs. His expertise 
is in understanding the Old Testament in its 
ancient Near Eastern context. In addition to 
teaching courses in biblical Hebrew and Old 
Testament, he has led the Seminary’s efforts 
in the area of biblical archaeology. That study 
of the ancient coupled with an emphasis 

on the significance of God’s presence with His people is central to 
Adams’ presentation. 

The Present God: 
Exploring a Major Biblical Theme 

For many Christians, the theological value of the Old Testament 
is limited to messianic prophecies and the comforting assurances 
of the psalms. Such a perspective runs the risk of impoverishing 
our teaching and preaching by failing to recognize the 
foundational role of the Old Testament for the Christian faith and 
the rich variety of ways in which its theology is communicated. 
In this presentation, Adams will explore one major theological 
motif, the presence of God, and show how it shapes the faith of 
the Old Testament and the fulfillment of that faith in the person 
and ministry of Jesus Christ in the New Testament.

June 6-8, 2016 St. Andrew Lutheran Church
1005 First St., West Fargo, ND 58078
Contact:

 
Clark Jahnke revchjahnke@ideaone.net

June 20-22, 2016 Glory of Christ Lutheran Church 
4040 County Road 101 North, Plymouth, MN 55446
Contact: Jeremiah Johnson jeremiahdj@gmail.com

                         REV. TODD JONES
Jones is assistant professor of practical 
theology and director of Resident Field 
Education. His previous service in pastoral 
ministry and as a mission executive coupled 
with his academic and administrative 
strengths combine to make him an effective 
presentation leader.

          Engaging Small Groups 
            Through study, discussion and shared experiences, 
individuals grow in their faith as they live it out. Unfortunately, 
many congregations struggle to engage their members and 
others in their small–group process. This workshop will challenge 
you to rethink some assumptions that might be hindering your 
efforts to build a vibrant small–group ministry. 

June 22-24, 2016 Trinity Lutheran Church 
122 W. Wesley, Jackson, MI 49201
Contact: Eric Ekong ericekong@tlmjackson.com

Congregational Dynamics 
Congregations are complex organizations. While  

conflict and its devastating effects can be easy to identify, many 
times conflict is a symptom of a failed organizational system. 
This workshop will introduce a systems theory approach to 
congregational life. Participants will be equipped to begin  
to identify systems in stress. 

June 29-July 1, 2016 Atonement Lutheran Church 
6500 Riverside Drive, Metairie, LA 70003
Contact: Tim Schutt pastor@alcs.org

                         DR. JOEL OKAMOTO 
Okamoto is the Waldemar and Mary 
Griesbach Professor of Systematic Theology 
and chairman of the department. He is 
renowned for his thoughtful analysis of the 
issues the Church faces in an increasingly 
non-Christian culture. Among his areas of 
study are the concept of truth for Christian 
life and witness, a contemporary account of 
the theology of Luther and Lutheranism, and 

the intersection of science and theology.

Theology for Pastoral Ministry in a Scientific Age 
It might be said that many pastors don’t know enough 

about science. But what non-scientist does? Most of us 
could be better informed about science, but this won’t help 
much unless our theology also is adequate to deal with the 
assumptions, methods and findings of modern science. In this 
workshop, we will explore theological topics important in a 
scientific age for pastors and their ministries, including God, 
creation, human creatures and the Scriptures. 

Aug. 15-17, 2016 Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
13249 S. Redwood Road, Riverton, UT 84065
Contact: Alan Borcher pastor@holytrinityut.org

          Being Lutheran in 
          a Post-denominational Situation 
“Denomination” means less and less to individual American 
Christians and the notion of “being Christian” is increasingly 
thin and personal. Recently Christian researcher George Barna 
summarized the situation by saying: “People say: ‘I believe in 
God. I believe the Bible is a good book. And then I believe 
whatever I want’” (USA Today, Sept. 13, 2011). Similarly, among 
congregations it is increasingly unclear what “Lutheran” 
or “Methodist” or “Baptist” really means as differences 
in preaching, worship, theology and ethics grow between 
churches. In this workshop, we will consider ways of defining, 
embodying and explaining a “Lutheran” identity for the church, 
for practices, for confession of faith and for theology. We will 
discuss “good” answers to such questions as, “What does it 
mean to be ‘Lutheran’?” “How does ‘Lutheran’ matter today?” 
“What makes a church ‘Lutheran’?” and “What is a ‘Lutheran’ 
confession of faith?”

Aug. 22-24, 2016 Trinity Lutheran Church
1415 S. Holland Ave., Springfield, MO 65807
Contact: Nick Hagerman nhagerman@trinitylutheranspfd.org

                         DR. CHARLES ARAND 
Arand is the Eugene E. and Nell S. Fincke 
Graduate Professor of Theology and director 
of the Center for Care of Creation. He also 
serves as dean of theological research and 
publication. A prolific author who served 
as the primary drafter of the LCMS 
Commission on Theology and Church 
Relations report, Together with All Creatures: 
Caring for God’s Living Earth (CPH, 2010), 

Arand is presently researching how the theology of creation informs 
the unity of creation and redemption.

In Awesome Wonder: 
Finding our Place in God’s Creation
Martin Luther once lamented that we fail to see and appreciate 
the daily miracles of God because they are so common. How 
can we recover that sense of wonder … and with it gratitude and 
contentment for our lives on earth? This workshop will explore 
how the theme of creation shapes the entire Christian story and 
Christian theology. In particular, it will focus on issues related 
to what it means to be human, the relationship between creation 
and redemption, and creation as a starting point for community 
participation as well as conversations with non-Christians. 

Aug. 8-10, 2016 St. Luke Lutheran Church
5589 Van Atta, Haslett, MI 48840
Contact: Trevor Sutton pastortsutton@stlukehas.com

                        
 DR. DAVID PETER  
Peter is associate professor of practical 
theology and chairman of the department. 
He is a leading theologian on the book of 
Revelation who brings a solid understanding 
of the Church and the way we live out our 
Lutheran ecclesiology to the subject. His 
session is an expansion of his popular 2014 
Lay Bible Institute presentation on Revelation.

           Decoding the Apocalypse: 
           Study of  the Book of  Revelation
The title of the last book of the Bible is translated as “Revelation,” 
but its original title was “Apocalypse.” This word literally means 
“the unveiling.” The purpose of this book of the Bible is to 
unveil the purposes of God in human history. For many people, 
however, it remains seemingly veiled, as an obscure, mysterious 
and confusing book. The reason many people do not understand 
the Apocalypse is because it is written in language that can 
only be interpreted by decoding its symbolism. This study will 
look at the most significant coded symbols of the book and the 

keys to their interpretation. It will provide a broad sweep of the 
major themes and message of Revelation so that you can better 
understand this often misunderstood book. This “unveiling” will 
enable you to see Christ, His Church and history (past, present and 
future) in a whole new light.  

Aug. 1-3, 2016 St. John Lutheran Church
205 E. Fifth, Stuttgart, AR 72160
Contact: Don White bobbiekazoo@gmail.com

Aug. 10-12, 2016 St. James Lutheran Church 
4771 Broadview Road, Cleveland, OH 44109
Contact: Paul Hoffman stjames4771@juno.com

                         DR. RICK MARRS
Marrs is associate professor of practical 
theology and director of the Master of 
Divinity and Residential Alternate Route 
programs. He holds advanced degrees 
in counseling and psychology and has 
previous service in Christian counseling. 
His area of expertise includes teaching a 
Christocentric, Law and Gospel approach 
to pastoral counseling. 

Making Christian Counseling 
More Christ—Centered

Many Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod pastors and church 
leaders realize that much of what passes for “Christian 
counseling” is based in the Law and not the Gospel of Christ. 
Dr. C.F.W. Walther said that properly dividing Law and Gospel 
in “private ministrations” with people is more difficult than in 
preaching and teaching. How can Lutheran pastors and other 
counselors better learn to properly distinguish Law and Gospel 
in counseling situations and apply the Gospel as antidote where 
it is needed?  How can Lutheran pastors better equip the non-
Lutheran Christian counselors they refer parishioners to with 
these critically important concepts? When should a Lutheran 
pastor refer a parishioner to a mental health specialist, perhaps 
even a non-Christian one, when the expertise needed falls into 
the “Left Hand Kingdom”? These and other complicated pastoral 
care questions will be addressed so that the learners may become 
more confident and effective in their care of the souls entrusted 
to them.

Aug. 8-10, 2016 Pacific Hills Lutheran Church 
1110 S. 90th, Omaha, NE 68124
Contact: Bryan Drebes bryandrebes@pacifichillslutheran.org

                              DR. JEFFREY GIBBS
Gibbs is professor of exegetical theology 
and faculty adviser to the Seminary’s Life 
Team ministry. An expert on the Synoptic 
Gospels, he is the author of the multivolume 
Concordia Commentary: Matthew (CPH, 
2006, 2010). He brings a humble spirit to 
his work as an exegete and he leads with a 
sensitive pastoral heart in his application of 
biblical texts to the questions and challenges 

before God’s people today. 

Jesus and Jerusalem:  Studies in Matthew 21-28
Confrontation, authority, Christology, salvation — all of these 
things explode from the pages of Matthew 21-28 where Jesus 
enters the city of Jerusalem to suffer, die and be raised to 
immortal life.  This workshop will engage in careful exegesis of 
selected texts in Matthew 21-28, prayerfully aiming at the goals 
of strong faith in God’s Son and increased encouragement for 
service to Him today. 

June 22-24, 2016 St. John Lutheran Church 
2370 Merino Ave., Oskaloosa, IA 52577
Contact: Sam Beltz pastor@stjohnosky.org

                         DR. JEFF KLOHA
Kloha is professor of exegetical theology    
and serves as provost. He is a leading scholar 
of Greek texts, the New Testament and the 
Pauline Epistles. He is a popular teacher 
in the classroom and speaker within the 
church, where he shows how the Word of 
God functions within the Christian’s daily 
life for the confession of Christ as Lord in                
an increasing secular world. 

Philippians:  Life Together in the Gospel 
This letter, written by Paul to a beloved church during one of 
his imprisonments, helps us focus on the central themes of 
Christian life and faith: encouraging each other as the Church, 
bringing the Gospel to all people, faith and living a faithful life, 
and trust in God in the midst of challenging circumstances. 
This study will move section-by-section through Philippians, 
highlighting how the Gospel of Jesus Christ is at work among   
us today. 

Aug. 1-3, 2016 Immanuel Lutheran Church 
2416 Jefferson Park Ave., Charlottesville, VA 22903
Contact: Benjamin Maton pastormaton@hotmail.com

                              DR. ANDREW BARTELT
Bartelt is the Gustav and Sophie Butterbach 
Professor of Exegetical Theology and director 
of the Specific Ministry Pastor program. He 
teaches and has published in the areas of 
“First Testament” theology, interpretation 
and proclamation, especially in prophetic 
literature and poetry. Germane to his 
presentation is his current work — along 
with his colleague, Dr. Paul Raabe — the 

Concordia Commentary: Isaiah.

Isaiah 1-12, The Holy 
One of  Israel in Our Midst 

Working from the structure and thought progression of this first 
major section of the great “vision” of Isaiah, the message of God’s 
presence in Zion in the midst of His people is as important today 
in understanding the identity and mission of the body of Christ, 
centered in the presence of God in Christ. We will work through 
these chapters, paying special attention to some of the key 
passages (and pericopes), including the Immanuel prophecy and 
the hope in the house and lineage of David. 

June 13-15, 2016 Lutherhaven Retreat Center 
Barby Sargent Number 3 Dam, Knowles, OK 73844
Contact: Randy Foote revrcfoote@juno.com

                         DR. TIMOTHY SALESKA
Saleska is associate professor of exegetical 
theology and dean of ministerial formation. 
Among his areas of expertise is the study 
of the book of Psalms. Among his written 
work is the Bible study, God’s Abiding 
Word: Psalms (CPH) and he is preparing 
a Concordia Commentary on Psalms, too. 
He is a popular speaker whose devotional 
reading of the psalms and his accompanying 

illustration of spiritual strength they offer is gratefully received.

Influenced by a Cloud of  Witnesses: 
Reading the Psalms for Spiritual Strength

In this workshop, we approach the psalms with the assumption    
that reading them is more like having a conversation than 
analyzing an object or mining for jewels. The shift of perspective 
makes it more difficult to keep Psalms at arm’s length and opens 
us up to being influenced and changed by the voices we hear 
speaking. During the workshop, we will read and meditate on 
individual psalms, and we will discuss: “Why is there poetry in 
the Bible?” “What am I doing as I read and listen to the speakers 
in the psalms?” “How can we teach others to use the psalms for 
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IDE Golf Outing 

Fawn Creek Country Club 

Anamosa, IA 

Monday, June 20, 2016 

Arrive by 8:30am; Tee-Off at 9:00am 

All IDE Professional Church 

Workers, Pastors, Staff and 

spouses are invited to join us 

for a day of golf at Fawn 

Creek Country Club. 

 

Sponsored by  

Thrivent Financial.  

Lunch and Prizes provided 

courtesy of Thrivent.   

 

 

In case of inclement weather, call 

Fawn Creek—319-462-4115 or 

Rev. Rothchild—319-350-9564 

Who:  All Professional Church Workers, Pastors, 

  Staff, and Spouses 

 

What:  Annual Two-Person Best Shot  

  Golf Tournament 

  9 Holes—Bring your own partner, or we will pair you up 

 

When: Monday, June 20, 2016 

  Arrive by 8:30am; Tee-off at 9:00am 

 

Where:  Fawn Creek Country Club 

  1601 130th Street (right along US Hwy 151) 

  Anamosa, IA  52205 

 

Cost:  $15.00 Green Fees & Cart Rental  

  (payable to Fawn Creek at golf outing) 

 

 

Registration opens March 15, 2016. You can register online through 

our website http://lcmside.org. Please contact the District Office at  

319-373-2112 with any questions.  




