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IDE Update 

 

Calendar  
 
 
December 2016 
 23-30 Christmas Holiday 
 
January 2017  
 5  Circuit Visitor Catechesis 
 7  Installation—Wilton 
 19  Worship Committee  
 31  Board of Directors 
 
February 
 3-4  Middle School Retreat 
 11  LWML Board Meeting 
 18  LWML Board (Snow 
Date) 
 26  Installation—Faith, 
Waterloo 
  
March 
 1  Ash Wednesday 
 25  Early Childhood 
Conference 
 

About the Cover 
 
IDE President Rev. Brian Saunders 
ascends the climbing tower during his visit 
to Summer Camp at Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 

2 

Rev. Dr. Erik Hermmann 
presented at the 2016 Fall 

Pastors Conference—October  
3-4 at Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca. 
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Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders 

PEACE 
President’s Piece for  

O n October 31 of 2017 we will be celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
While the heart of the Reformation is the pure Gospel which declares that the sinner is 
saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone, it also had impact on many facets of 

human life. At the time prior to the Reformation the Church believed itself to be sole authority 
over spiritual and physical matters. With this assumed power the Church was not only involved 
in appointing government officials but also established laws that demanded obedience in order 
to achieve salvation. As St. Paul tells us, salvation by works of the Law is the sermon of Satan 
(Gal. 1:6-9). 

Luther struggled with this singular power of the Church and eventually was led by the Holy 
Scriptures to understand there are two governments, not just one. He called them “secular 
government” and “spiritual government”. The Lord God is governor of both governments and 
through them bestows blessings upon His creation and upon His Church. In Article XXVIII:10-11 
of the Augsburg Confession on “The Power of Bishops”, the Reformation document stated  

Inasmuch as the power of the church or of bishops bestows eternal gifts and is used and 
exercised only through the office of preaching, it does not interfere at all with 
government or temporal authority. Temporal authority is concerned with matters 
altogether different from the Gospel. Temporal power does not protect the soul, but with 
the sword and physical penalties it protects body and goods from the power of others. 

God does not appoint bishops (pastors) to oversee the secular matters of life. He Calls bishops 
through the Church to tend the souls of the sheep with the Word of God and the Holy 
Sacraments. God does not appoint kings (presidents) and princes to conduct Divine Service for 
the flock. He elects kings and princes through the populous to oversee the wellbeing of their 
physical lives with law and civil order. One of the most helpful statements I have read concerning 
the two governments was written by a mid-twentieth century Lutheran theologian by the name of 
Paul Althaus in his book The Ethics of Martin Luther (pg. 45) where he takes out his scholastic 
scalpel and divides the two governments. 

This secular government serves to preserve external secular righteousness; it thus also 
preserves this physical, earthly, temporal life and thereby preserves the world. The 
spiritual government helps men to achieve true Christian righteousness and therewith 
eternal life; it thus serves the redemption of the world. 

With this understanding Althaus makes the bold statement “Christ does not participate in this 
secular kingdom.” Althaus’s understanding of Luther is such that he commits the work and 
service of Jesus entirely to the sacrificial atonement necessary to redeem the soul of sinful man 
and reconcile it with God the Father (spiritual government). He does not equate Jesus with the 
work of the chair of the secular government but with the cross of Mt. Calvary.  

That being said, Luther does not remove God the Father from oversight in the secular 
government. That is why Luther’s explanation to the First Article of the Creed is filled with 
references to the abundant supply from the Hand of God such as “food and clothing, house and 
home, family and property.” Again, in the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer Luther adds “a 
pious spouse and good children, trustworthy servants, godly and faithful rulers, good 
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government.” It is very interesting that Luther sees 
the role of the secular government as more than 
those who keep order by punishing the evil doer. 
He actually attaches the secular government to the 
exercise of the office of a father or of a parent 
insofar as they function in nourishing and taking 
care of people. This is Luther’s expectation of 
“godly and faithful rulers, good government.” 
Where rulers and governments fail in this respect, 
they are actually failing the reason for which God 
established them. This does not mean that 
government replaces the office of parent. It means 
that government is expected to support and assist 
the office of parenting. While God established the 
order of government, He did not order its form. 
The form can take one of many different shapes as 
we see currently in the world. God did however, 
establish the order and the form of family. He 
established the form of parent (father and mother) 
to child. 

This November the American public had the honor 
and privilege of casting a ballot for the elected 
offices of this nation. The government elected is 
not outside the boundary of God the Father 
Almighty. It is not outside the boundary any more 
than the Church is ever outside the boundary of 
the authority and ruler ship of Christ Jesus her 
Lord. 

Luther’s doctrine of the two governances has one 
final benefit for us. No matter what the secular 
government says, declares, enacts, or exercises; no 
one, nothing can take us away from Christ Jesus 
and the certainty of salvation through faith in Him 
alone. Even if our secular rulers were to fail in 
their appointed role under God; no law passed by 
congress, no persecution carried out by the prince 
of darkness, no threat against our institution can 
succeed in taking us out of the Father’s Hand. 
What Jesus said to Peter, He says for all time “The 
gates of hell will not prevail against the gates of 
heaven.” Amen, and Amen. 

(Con nued from page 3) 

Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders is the President 
of Iowa District East and Assistant 
Pastor of Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church—Cedar Falls, IA 

Capital Campaign  
(As of: 11-22-16) 

Update 

  
Gifts received to date:  

$621,418 

 

Gifts promised in next 1-8 years: 
$47,425 

 

Total to date:  
$ 668,843  

For further information, please 
contact Rev. Dr. Dean F. Rothchild at: 

 319-373-2112, 319-350-9564 (cell) 
or deanrothchild@lcmside.org 
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There are many glad sounds that we hear. 
Hearing the voice of someone we have not seen 
in a while is a glad sound, seeing them in 
person is even better. The first words of a 
young child or the words of one of your 
grandchildren calling you grandpa or grandma 
is another glad sound. Singing one of our great 
Lutheran hymns creates a glad sound as well. 

We sing these words: “Hark the glad 
sound! The Savior comes, the Savior promised 
long.” What a great joy it is to see a promised 
fulfilled. The hymn continues: “He comes the 
pris’ners to release, In Satan’s bondage held.” 
Sad to say people do not know that they are 
prisoners and in the bondage of Satan, but that 
is exactly what unbelief is. Even sadder is 
when the church no longer proclaims that 
message clearly. For the “saints” need to be 
reminded that “all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God.” The killing word of the Law 
must be preached so that Christ Jesus has 
something to “raise up” with the Holy Gospel. 

How often do we find ourselves with the 
words of the next line of the hymn being 
manifested in our lives? “He comes the broken 
heart to bind, The bleeding soul to cure, And 
with the treasures of His grace To enrich the 
humbled poor.” When our hearts and souls are 
broken, Christ Jesus brings the healing balm of 
the Gospel to bear and He says, “Be of good 
cheer, your sins be forgiven you.” 

Whom do you know who needs to hear of 
Christ Jesus and His blood-bought forgiveness 
which was manifested by His death and 
resurrection? Your church is a place where that 
message is proclaimed in the sermon and 
delivered in flesh and blood in the Lord’s 
Supper. That is a glad sound which fills your 
heart and soul and which can also fill those 
you invite and bring to meet Jesus. 

The last verse of the hymn by Philip 
Doddridge declares: “Our glad hosannas, 
Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring With Thy 
beloved name.” (LSB 349). We know the 
importance of His name and His work as the 
angel said to Joseph: “And she will bear a Son; 
and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He 
who will save His people from their sins.” 
Matthew 1:21.  

That truly is a glad sound for us to hear 
and to proclaim to other who have not yet 
heard or whose hearing of that Word has 
diminished. God help us to that end in Christ 
Jesus. 

Rev. Dr. Dean F. Rothchild is assistant to 
the President and director of the  
Proclaiming Christ Jesus Campaign. 

Hark The Glad Sound 
Rev. Dr. Dean Rothchild 
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St. John 
Center Point 

J uly 17 was a special Sunday at St. John 
in Center Point. Pastor David Hansen 
was recognized for his 35 years of 

faithful service in the ministry. Pastor 
Hansen was ordained in June of 1981 and 
installed as the called pastor at St. John 
congregation on July 19, 1981. In addition to 
his service at St. John, Pastor Hansen has 
served King of Glory in Swisher, Iowa for 
more than ten years. The congregation 
recognized Pastor Hansen prior to the divine 
service by presenting him and his wife, Chris 
with several gifts. Cake was served in his 
honor after the service. The congregations at 
St. John and King of Glory pray that we will 
have several more years of service with 
Pastor Hansen. 

IDE President  
Emeritus Arp’s  
50th Ordination  

Anniversary 

R ev. Gary Arp is thankful to celebrate 
his 50th year of ordination on July 31, 
2016. He graduated from Concordia 

Theological Seminary, Springfield, Illinois and 
was ordained into the Holy Ministry on July 
31, 1966 at his home congregation, Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Sioux Valley Township, 
Minnesota. 

Rev. Arp has served congregations at Our 
Savior , El Dorado and St. John, Crossett, 
Arkansas, a dual parish 1966-1970; Immanuel 
Lutheran Church and School, rural Clarinda, 
Iowa 1970-1983; and St. John Lutheran 
Church, Waverly, Iowa 1983-2000. He served 
as First Vice President of Iowa District East 
1997-2000. He was elected President of Iowa 
District East and served 2000-2009.  
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A Bird in Hand 
Jan Doellinger 

IDE Assistant to the President—Schools 

Many of us celebrated 
Thanksgiving Day with 
family and friends. The 
Thanksgiving meal 
typically centers around 
turkey and then add in 
all the trimmings. For 
one gentleman, Eddie 
Rickenbacher, (pictured 
on the left) his bird of 
choice is the seagull. His 

story is a true one. 

Eddie Rickenbacher was a famous World War 
II pilot. His plane, The Flying Fortress, went 
down in 1942 and no one thought he would be 
rescued. He and his eight passengers escaped 
death by climbing into two rafts for thirty days. 
They fought thirst, the sun, and sharks. Some 
of the sharks were nine feet long. The rafts 
were eight feet. Their rations were gone in 
eight days. Starvation nearly killed them. 

He wrote that during those thirty days, he and 
the passengers would have afternoon 
devotions and prayer time. One day, after 
devotions, he leaned back to take a nap. He put 
his hat over his eyes and a few moments later 
he felt something on his head. He knew in an 
instant it was a seagull. Where did this bird 
come from? They were hundreds of miles out 
at sea. He also knew that if he didn’t get that 
seagull he would die. Soon, the others noticed 
the seagull, and no one moved or spoke. Eddie 
grabbed the seagull with thanksgiving, and 
they ate the flesh of the bird. They used the 
intestines for fish bait and survived. 

Rickenbacher never forgot that visitor who 
came from a foreign place. That sacrificial 
guest. Every week, after he got back, Eddie 
would go out to the pier with a bucket of 
shrimp and say thank you, thank you, thank 
you to hundreds of seagulls. 

Our sacrificial guest was more than a seagull, 
wasn’t He? Our Sacrificial Guest was Jesus 
Christ. For Christians, Thanksgiving isn’t just a 
November holiday. Because of what God has 

done for us through the sacrifice of His Son, 
every day is a Thanksgiving Day. 

St. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, “For 
Christ’s love compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all, and therefore 
all died. And he died for all, that those who 
live should no longer live for themselves but 
for him who died for them and was raised 
again.” The word “compels” means literally, 
“leaves me no choice.” St. Paul is saying, “I 
have no choice but to respond to the love of 
Christ with my whole being – to say thank you, 
thank you, thank you! 

How do you say “thank you”? As Christians we 
say thank you with a servant heart with our 
stewardship of time, talents, and treasures. It’s 
about our job as servants whether it be serving 
on the Board of Education, a parent and 
grandparent, a spouse, a co-worker, but 
especially as fellow brothers and sisters in 
Christ. As a servant, our role is never about us. 
It’s about what Christ, the supreme sacrifice 
has done for us. It’s about what we “get” to do 
for Him, not what we “have to do”. 

So, be on the lookout for seagulls?    

 

 

 

For turkeys?  

 

 

 

 

Well….no, not quite. Be on the look-out for 
opportunities to live your life of thanks! 

Jan Doellinger is Iowa District East’s Assistant to 
the President for Schools. You can contact here 
at jdoellinger@lcmside.org 
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Risen Christ—Davenport 

O n June 12, Our Savior - Manchester helped 
Pastor David Weber celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of his ordination. Rev. Gregory 

Williamson (Marion) led the worship service which was 
followed by a luncheon at the Community Center.  

Pastor David Weber was born January 5, 1965. He was 
raised on a farm near Bethalto, Illinois, near St. Louis, 
Missouri, where his parents still live.  

Zion in Bethalto, Illinois, is where his family worshiped, 
and where the late Reverend Myron Liefer planted a seed 
by asking him if he had ever considered going into full-time 
church work.  

Having attended public schools until high school 
graduation in 1983, Pastor Weber attended St. Paul’s 
College, Concordia, Missouri, for two years, then 
transferred to Concordia College, River Forest, Illinois. 
There he met Darla (nee Dufelmeier). They were married in 
1988 while Pastor Weber was studying at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis. His vicarage was completed at 
Shepherd of the Valley in San Jose, California, under the 
supervision of Rev. David Shoemaker. Upon completion of the 
Seminary program in 1991, he graduated with a Masters of Divinity Degree. Pastor Weber was 
ordained at Zion, Bethalto, and installed at Our Faith in Davis, California. Pastor Weber served 
the congregation for six and a half years before moving to Manchester, Iowa, in 1998. He has 
served the congregation here for 18 years.  

Pastor and Darla are the parents of three children, Hannah, Stephen and Sarah.  
Rev. Weber serves on many boards in the community including Manchester Public Library 

Board, Delaware County Ministerial Association, Delaware County Food Bank Board, Delaware 
County Community Chest Board and the Delaware County Disaster Recovery Committee. He is 
also a coach for the City League Soccer.  

Our Savior—Manchester 

R ev. Isaac Johnson was 
ordained and installed 
as Pastor of Youth and 

Family Ministry at Risen Christ, 
Davenport on June 26, 2016 

Rev. Daniel Johnson and President Brain 

Saunders play trumpet at the Ordination.  

Rev. David Weber and 

Rev. Greg Williamson. 
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The 38th biennial LWML Iowa East District Convention was held this 
past June with our convention theme being “God’s Plan for Salvation” 
based on Jeremiah 29:11. We all had our “GPS” set for Oskaloosa on 
June 17th and spent two days in fellowship and worship. 

Over 200 men and women participated in this event which was opened 
with a worship service led by the Marshalltown Zone Clergy. 
Highlights included our keynote speaker, Past LWML President Janice 
Wendorf from Grafton, WI. Jan served as the 16th president of the 
LWML. We also had mission speakers, Rev. Bart Day who gave us an 
update on the LCMS Office of National Mission and mission work in 
the US. Rev. Robert and Sue Pfeil told of their mission experience of 
eleven years in Kyrgyzstan.  

Other speakers included Richard Hoelz representing Lutheran Hour Ministries, Daniel Sanchez 
from Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca and Greg Happel from Mission Central. Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca and Mission 
Central gave us updates on our “mites in action” from our 2014-2016 mission grants. $6,000 
was funded to Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca for retreat improvements which included bedding updates. We 
funded $20,000 to Mission Central for their work in the Philippines, specifically the Lutheran 
Church of the Philippines Church Planting, and China, specifically mercy work for Concordia 
Welfare & Education Foundation in China. 

This year we approved a total of $95,735.00 in LWML IED Mission grant money to be disbursed 
among 14 various mission organizations for the 2016-
2018 biennium. We were blessed to begin our biennium 
with over $4,000 in mites collected during the 
convention. This included our “Purses for Mites”, which 
collected $787.09 and was matched by Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund with an additional $500. To God be the 
glory! Please visit our website at www.lwml-ied.org to see 
the entire list of recipients and grant money approved.  

LWML—IED 

Immanuel—Fairfield 
On Wednesday, September 28, Immanuel—
Fairfield, Jefferson County Right-to-Life, and 
the Fairfield community met to erect life 
crosses to promote the sanctity of life! The 
crosses on Immanuel's lawn represent the 
lives lost to abortion each hour in the United 
States. After placing the crosses, a short 
program was held with speakers from local 
pregnancy centers. The evening closed with a 
candlelight Vigil of Repentance in 
Remembrance of the Victims of Abortion.     



10 

ID
E

 T
O

D
A

Y
 

Trinity—Vinton 

F all has been an active time at Trinity. In August we had an amazing VBS about the 
Armor of God. Each day the children heard a story that revealed one of the pieces of the 
armor from Ephesians 6:10-18. During craft time they got to make their own armor of 

God. The final piece was the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God. At the closing each 
child received their sword and posed for a picture. 

Rally Day was September 11. After Sunday School, the Evangelism/Human Care Board fixed 
lunch for a large crowd and sponsored the Rally Day Carnival which included games, a Bounce 
house, inflatable slide/climbing wall, and the very popular dunk tank.  

October saw families heading out to the farm of one of our members for a hay ride, games and 
lots of food. The weather was great and we had a large group attending. 

Three youth went to the Confirmation Retreat in October, and two young men attended the 
Sr. High Retreat in November. The Senior High LYF group also put on an excellent Reformation 
breakfast for the church. 

St. Paul’s Chapel—Iowa City 

I t’s been a wonderful fall at St. Paul’s Lutheran Chapel in Iowa City  
Our upper classmen started off the year by welcoming the new Hawkeyes to the chapel. 
At the end of the September, we welcomed back our alumni for Homecoming. In October 

our youth group hosted a formal dinner and movie night to raise funds for Here I stand, A Higher 
Things Youth Conference. And, of course, no fall semester at Iowa would be complete without 
Luther Bowl, our annual flag football game.  

We had a lot of fun this semester, but the highlight was gathering Sunday after Sunday to 
receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  
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Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 

A nother beautiful and fun-filled 
summer at Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca has 
come and gone. Under the theme 

“I AM,” campers learned that when Jesus 
says, “I am,” it means that he has the same 
name as God, and that He and the Father are 
one. Campers spent time going through the 
book of John, examining the verses when 
Jesus says, “I am.” Our theme verse comes 
from John chapter 8, when Jesus what he 
says, “Truly, truly I say to you, before 
Abraham was, I am.”  

Campers continued their journey through 
the book of John where Jesus says, “I am the 
Bread of Life,” and indeed he is the 
sustenance we need for eternal life. Jesus 
says, “I am the Light of the World,” meaning 
he is the messiah that has come to save the 
world. Later on, Jesus says, “I am the Good 
Shepherd,” laying down his life for his sheep 
by dying on the cross. Finally, in raising 
Lazarus from the dead, Jesus says, “I am the 
Resurrection and the Life,” proving that death 
does not have the final say for those who are 
in Christ. Thanks to all who attended another 
great camp season and keep an eye out for 
more upcoming camp improvements, 
retreats, and summer camp 2017! 
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St. Paul’s—Luzerne 

I nstallation service was held on Sunday, 
November 6 at St. Paul's Lutheran in Luzerne, 
Iowa. Rev Dean Duncan has been installed as 

pastor. He will be serving as pastor for the dual 
parish formed between St. Paul's and First 
Lutheran of Belle Plaine. 

 
Pastors pictured from left to right: Mark 

Leckband, Garrison/Shellsburg, Andrew Wright, 
Keystone, Dean Duncan, Stephen Preus, Vinton, 
Marvin Lorenz, pastor emeritus. 

Trinity—Conroy 

T rinity, Conroy hosted 2 banner making weekends to make banners for Lutheran 
Interparish School in Williamsburg. Five area churches and the school were invited to 
attend. In total, fifteen people were involved from four church bodies. Banners were made 

for the seasons of Pentecost, Advent, Epiphany, Lent and Easter. Each of these banners will be 
used at LIS during chapel services throughout the year! It was such a blessing to be able to share 
in the LIS Mission. 

St. Paul—Mt. Vernon 
This summer, St. Paul—Mt. Vernon and 
St. Paul Chapel—Iowa City sent youth to 
the 2016 Higher Things Bread of Life 
Conference in Cedar Falls. This 
conference included four days of 
worship, learning and fun.  

Next year Higher Things will be hosting 
4 conferences under the theme “Here I 
Stand.” Find out more and register at 
http://HereIStand2017.org. 
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Davenport Lutheran Home 

K nowledge can be 
wonderfully freeing. 
As a young man, I 

often felt isolated and imprisoned 
in the midst of a culture that 
shared little with me in terms of 
interests and priorities, but my 
college experience helped to free 
me from that by putting me in 
touch with a much larger world. 
As I learned about the cultures 
and traditions of ancient Greece 
and Rome, medieval Europe, and 
o u r  A m e r i c a n  r e p u b l i c , 
encountering the thoughts of 
others in their own texts, I was 
freed from bondage to our 
impoverished present. Even now, 
as a pastor, I can feel isolated as 
my world constricts to the one 
congregation I have been called to 
serve, but my ongoing theological 
studies help me in maintaining a 
lively bond with the rest of 
Christendom, at all times and 
places. Knowledge expands our 
world. 

What does that have to do 
with nursing homes? Everything. 
Nursing homes can be lonely 
places. It’s not as if there’s any 
dearth of meaningful human 
interaction. There are plenty of 
opportunities for socializing, and 
given the constant care they 
receive, residents may sometimes 
wish for more time alone. But 
n u r s i n g  h o m e  r e s i d e n t s ’ 
experience is generally confined to 
the institution in which they are 
living. Trips outside the walls of 
the nursing home are rare. 
Visitors are a special treat. Despite 
the communal nature of nursing 
homes, their residents can be 
afflicted with a great sense of 
isolation. 

Nor can the kind of freedom 
that I found in my college studies 
necessarily benefit nursing home 

residents. Many of them are no 
longer able to read well due to 
problems with vision and 
cognition. The devices that keep 
younger generations in touch with 
the world around them are largely 
inaccessible to the elderly. And as 
the end of life approaches, the 
desire to learn new things tends to 
give way to the desire to cling to 
and cherish that which is familiar. 

How, then, can we bring 
nursing home residents out of 
their bondage to the present? 
Through regular preaching, 
prayer, and praise. At our 
Lutheran Homes, the residents 
are given the opportunity to 
engage in familiar patterns of 
worship. Faithful Lutheran 
preaching connects them to their 
brethren in Christ outside the 
walls of the nursing home, 
challenging them to take up their 
crosses and follow Jesus, 
consoling them with the same 
Gospel of forgiveness with which 
all the faithful are nourished. 
Fervent prayer for others forges 
and sustains a strong connection 
with those in need within and 
without the nursing home 
community, and brings with it an 
increased awareness of our unity 
with angels and archangels and all 
the company of heaven. The 
praise we offer in our hymns 
fosters a sense of fellowship with 
earlier generations of Christians 
who made the good confession in 
their own day. All of it serves to 
draw the residents out of their day
-to-day experiences into the 
brilliant light of Christ. 

Critically, this takes place 
through the use of familiar forms. 
Singing the same hymns that they 
learned in childhood, praying the 
same prayers that they were 
taught from their youth up, using 

the same liturgy on which their 
parents and pastors reared them—
all of it builds upon a foundation 
that has already been laid. 
Faithful Christians in the evening 
of their earthly lives return to 
their roots and find freedom from 
the present through a living 
connection with eternity. No 
longer are they confined to their 
Iowa towns—now they enter into 
Jerusalem of old. No longer are 
they bound within the walls of 
their institution—now they enter 
into the temple of God. No longer 
are they restricted to a wheelchair 
or a hospital bed—now they enter 
into the chariot of fire to join 
Elijah as he is swept up into 
heaven. 

Life in a nursing home can be 
lonely. But an encounter with the 
living God in Christ Jesus is 
anything but lonely and isolated. 
May our residents always find 
freedom in Christ, and come at 
last through the forgiveness of 
their sins into the brightness and 
joy of the life to come. 

Rev. Christopher Neuendorf 
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Robotics Team Benefits Kids in Crisis 

T raumatized children in the Quad Cities will receive a little extra comfort thanks to a 
stuffed animal drive organized by Trinity Davenport’s FIRST LEGO League (FLL) 
Team 2791, the World Changers. The team planned the campaign to support 

organizations in the Quad Cities community that help children in crisis.  
Team members set a goal of collecting enough new and gently used animals to fill the Trinity 

Lutheran Church van. But in just a few short weeks, bunnies, turtles and pillow pets began piling 
up until the number exceeded 1,300, overflowing the 15-passenger vehicle. Donations poured in 
from Trinity Lutheran School families, Trinity Lutheran Church members, sister LCMS 
congregations on the Iowa and Illinois sides of the Mississippi, and generous citizens who heard 
about the collection. Twenty-two Quad-Cities organizations were chosen by the team to receive 
two or more 55-gallon plastic bags filled with stuffed animals. 

"The team's enthusiasm for helping kids in crisis is heartwarming," said coach Susan Eckert. 
"FLL is a platform that supports kids' ideas from conception to fruition. This was something the 
team was passionate about, took ownership of and accomplished on behalf of children affected 
by traumatic events." 

Too often children are the victims of situations that leave them frightened, anxious and 
confused. Stuffed animals can help kids cope with their distress by bringing comfort and 
companionship. The World Changers were ecstatic about the participation and appreciate 
everyone who donated to help kids in their time of need. Through their participation in FLL, 
team members have an opportunity not only to learn about science, technology, engineering and 
math, and apply their God-given gifts and 
talents, but also have their eyes opened to the 
many ways they can put their faith in action, 
and make a difference in the lives of others, 
often by cooperative work with the church at 
large. 

Please join us in praying that God will use 
the stuffed animals and the people working 
with the children to convey the message of 
Christ’s hope; to let kids in traumatic 
situations know that God cares about and loves 
each one of them, that He will protect them 
and strengthen them with the reassurance that 
with Him, they are never alone.  
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