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2015 District Convention
The following are the results of the congregational nominations for the Presidium of the Iowa
District East (IDE). The nominees for each office are listed by the number of congregational
nominations received.
For District President 36 congregations nominated the following: 34 - Brian Saunders; 3 Matthew Rueger; 1 each - Joel Picard, Matthew Versemann.
For First Vice President 33 congregations nominated the following: 16 - W. Max Mons; 8 Daniel Krueger; 6 - Michael Knox; 4 - Kristian Kincaid; 2 each - Paul Beisel, Karl Bollhagen,
Chris Roepke, Terry Small; 1 each - Mark Brase, Paul Nus.
For Second Vice President 31 congregations nominated the following: 17 - Matthew Rueger; 7
- Daniel Krueger; 6 - W. Max Mons; 5 - Michael Knox; 4 - Michael Scudder; 2 - Kristian Kincaid;
1 each - Karl Bollhagen, Mark Leckband, Paul Nus, Terry Small. Those nominees accepting
nomination and agreeing to serve if elected will make up the slate of candidates for election at
the 2015 IDE Convention. Their biographical information will appear in the Convention
Workbook.
Respectfully submitted,
Mark Brase
IDE Secretary

Peter Hoft
IDE Assistant Secretary

Visit
http://lcmside.org/2015-district-convention/
for the latest convention information.

Lenten Devotions
Iowa District East will be providing devotions for this Lenten season. These
short devotions on the weekly lectionary will be available beginning February
18th at www.lcmside.org. They will go through Easter Sunday, April 5th.
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We are very thankful to the pastors of the Benton, Cedar Rapids, and Waterloo
circuits for their willingness to serve as the authors for this year’s Lenten
Devotions.
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A printable booklet is also available on our website.

President’s Piece for Peace
Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders

W

e continue in this edition of IDE Today with our walk through the
doctrine of The Church and repentance as espoused in Matthew
18:15-20. So far verses 15-17 directed us to the most important
member of the Church, i.e. the sinning brother or sister. The Church is the
place where the repentant are restored to the rule and reign of God in Christ
Jesus. It finds its essence in a previous chapter in Matthew (16:16-18), “upon
which Jesus will build His Church.” He builds it on the confession that “Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Jesus is the Gospel made manifest. He is
the ruling reign of God’s Kingdom here and forever. The essence of the Church
is the Gospel of Christ: God reconciling the world to Himself through the death
and resurrection of His Son who is God in the flesh. Without it she ceases to be
the Church. The Gospel is bestowed upon the broken and contrite heart
(repentance). Without repentance there is no need for the Gospel; just as it is
true that without death there is no need for resurrection.
Matthew 18:18 is Jesus’ declaration and promise given to the Church to
accomplish the goal of reconciling the sinning brother or sister. The promise of
verse 18 is non-negotiable. It is an emphatic statement of truth given by the
Lord Himself. Verse 18 is the Gift called the Keys of the Kingdom. A key does
one of two things. It either locks or unlocks a door. Jesus doesn’t give option B
or C if the Keys are ignored. Without the Keys the Church has nothing to offer
the world for the sake of eternal life. The Keys must be adhered to for the sake
of seeking and saving the lost as well as feeding the found.
Luther includes this verse in his Small Catechism, Part V: Office of the Keys.
When asked what the Keys are he writes, “It is the peculiar church power which
Christ has given to His Church on earth to forgive the sins of the penitent
sinners, but to retain the sins of the impenitent as long as they do not repent.”
Later he clarifies that one of the ways the Church exercises the Keys through
the Office of the Holy Ministry for the sake of comfort and certainty.
I believe that, when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine
command, especially when they exclude manifest and impenitent sinners from
the Christian congregations, and, again, when they absolve those who repent of
their sins and are willing to amend, this is as valid and certain, in heaven also,
as if Christ, our dear Lord, dealt with us Himself.
Matthew 18:18 is asking the Church to care for the sinning brother or sister
in the same manner that heaven does. Comfort and certainty do not come by
hiding our heads from anyone’s erring ways. Failing to call sin to repentance is
in actuality the opposite of love, it is a crass form of hatred. Dr. Jeffrey Gibbs
makes a valid point when he says in his commentary on Matthew:

(ConƟnued on page 4)
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It needs to be said, of course, that in all of these matters, the
promise in 18:18 applies only when Jesus’ disciples carry out their
loving reproof and outreach in accordance with the truth. There is no
basis for thinking that people can force God’s hand, in that sense, every
word of loosing/forgiving or binding/retaining sins is contingent upon
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the truth, as the words of the absolution
with which I was nurtured as a child make
clear.
Neither the pastor nor the congregation can
withhold Christ’s forgiveness when the sinner is
repentant. In the same manner neither the pastor
nor the congregation can absolve the sins of a
sinner who remains unrepentant. The Church is
the voice piece of God and can speak only what He
gives Her. She must speak by the Truth. It is only
the Truth that sets the sinner free. Should a sinner
remain impenitent, the Church can only speak the
retention of those sins upon the sinner. The goal is
that repentance (sorrow over their sin and trust in
Jesus for forgiveness) is the result. To excuse the
sin or even absolve the unrepentant is not Jesus
voice, neither is it the voice of Truth. It is falsehood
which comes from the Evil One. Retention of sin is
hard and painful. It can be slow and arduous but,
according to Jesus direction for the Church, it is
necessary for the sake of Holy Absolution.
Absolution is always the goal for it is the
“power of God unto salvation for all who believe it.”
Absolution is an actual act. It isn’t just hearing of
good things, it is the giving of a Good Gift from
God. Our own Lutheran Confessions say it this
way:
Because God truly quickens through the Word,
the keys truly forgive sin before him, according to
the statement (Luke 10:16), “He who hears you
hears me.” Therefore we must believe the voice of
the one absolving no less than we would believe a
voice coming from heaven. Absolution may
properly be called a sacrament of penitence, as
even the more learned of the scholastics say.
(Tappert 187. 40-41; Apology XII, Penance).
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We are to firmly believe the words of
absolution, because the church does not proclaim
her own, but God’s forgiveness, and Christ
definitely states that whenever the church exercises
the Keys to unlock the doors of heaven. When this
is declared Christ has indeed unlocked them. This
is true comfort and absolute confidence of
salvation declared by Christ Himself. That is the
Church!
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Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders is the President of
Iowa District East.

Capital Campaign
(As of: 01-29-15)

Update
Gifts received to date:
$468,530

Gifts promised in next 1-10 years:
$44,258

Total to date:
$ 512,788

For further information, please
contact Rev. Dr. Dean F. Rothchild at:
319-373-2112 (office), cell: 319-3509564 or deanrothchild@lcmside.org

Without
Strings
Attached
Rev. Dr. Dean Rothchild

M

y wife and I recently had a phone call telling us that we had won a
free cruise. We did not pursue this because the deal itself
sounded too good to be true. We wondered what the catch was.
We would still have to get to the port where the ship left from, so the cruise
was not really free because it was still going to cost us something. It came
with strings attached.
brought to us in the water and Word of Holy
Baptism. “Therefore we have been buried with
Him through baptism into death, in order that
as Christ was raised from the dead through the
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in the
newness of life. For if we have become united
with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly
we shall be also in the likeness of His
resurrection.” (Romans 6:4-5).

Enter the gracious Gospel of Jesus Christ
with “no strings attached.” Paul says: “And
when you were dead in your transgressions and
the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you
alive together with Him, having forgiven us all
our transgressions, having cancelled out the
certificate of debt consisting of decrees against
us and which was hostile to us; and He has
taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the
cross.” (Col. 2:13-14). “God made Him who
knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we
might become the righteousness of God in
Him.” (II Cor. 5:21).

That is what people need. Just as we can’t
save ourselves, neither can the unbelievers
whom we interact with save themselves. People
need Jesus Christ and His Church. As
Lutherans we ought to be able to clearly
articulate the following items: Why do I need
the Divine Service? Because I am a sinner. Why
do I attend the Divine Service? To receive the
forgiveness of sins. What does the Divine
Service bring me? Jesus Christ! What benefits
do you receive in the Divine Service?
Forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation, and
Jesus Himself in the Lord’s Supper.

There is an attachment at work here. It
involves Christ Jesus, our sins, and His cross.
Going back to the other part of the Roman
passages that I left out above we hear this:
“being justified as a gift by His grace through
the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.” “But
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” (Romans 3:24 & 6:23b).

That is essential as we live in a world which
is growing more hostile to Christianity each
year.

The death and resurrection have been

The number of Christians killed in the last
few years is growing. This is the worst
persecution one can endure for his or her faith.
“According to Open Doors, the 4,344 Christians
reported to have been killed in 2014 was more
than double the 2,133 killed in 2013, and more
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Let us contrast that with sin and grace. St.
Paul says: “For all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God,” and “the wages of sin is
death.” (Romans 3:23 & 6:23a). That seems
pretty clear in that we are all in the same boat,
we have all sinned and we are all going to die.
The same can be said of everyone. As C.S.
Lewis once said, “Death is complete in every
generation.”
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Calendar
than triple the 1,201 killed the year before that.”1
Now we do not have that open hostility toward
Christianity yet being exhibited in our country
but the time could come.
Jesus promise is: “These things I have
spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.
In the world you have tribulation, but take
courage; I have overcome the world.” John
16:33. In the midst of our daily struggles against
sin, death, and the power of the devil, Jesus
promises us that He will be with us always and
that He will never desert us. That is truly
something to be attached to.
1. ChrisƟan News, January 19, 2015, p. 7

2014: A year of rising hosƟlity toward ChrisƟans,
by Dan Wooding.
Rev. Dr. Dean F. Rothchild is assistant to the
President and director of the
Proclaiming Christ Jesus Campaign.
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Trinity Cedar Rapids Boys and Girls
Basketball teams won their respective
tournaments in the 1st Annual Lutheran
School State Tournament.
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IDE Update

From the
District
Life
Coordinator
The 2015 Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod
Life Conference
Greetings in the Name of Jesus
Christ!
I had the joyful privilege of attending
the national March for Life in
Washington, D.C. on January 22nd. I
Redeemer Lutheran Church – Marshalltown members at
also represented our Iowa District
the Des Moines March for Life, Jan. 17, 2015
East as the Life Coordinator at the
LCMS Life Conference as we continue to draw awareness to national, state, and local issues
regarding the protection of life from conception until natural death.
Here’s just a brief bit of what I learned:


LCMS President Matthew Harrison taught that Christians shouldn’t seek a Christian
government, nor complete withdrawal from government and society, but instead a
reasonable government that protects the Church so that we may proclaim the Gospel
of Jesus.



Robert George, professor at Princeton, said that lifelong marriage between one man
and one woman is the only complete, natural, biological way to bear children and
support families.



Activist Lila Rose exposed the ways that Planned Parenthood abuses women and
children in their efforts to profit as the largest abortion provider in the U.S.



Carol Tobias promised as President of the National Right to Life Committee to
support the passage of legislation that will save any unborn lives.



Donna Harrison, M.D., showed the medical evidence linking abortion and breast
cancer.



Dr. Lamb and Trish Kagerbauer shared front-line pro-life action in our communities.



And much, much more!

Rev. Alex Post
District Life Coordinator
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Marshalltown, IA

Iowa District East

Thank you for your prayers, and praise the Lord for safe travels and a great public witness in our
nation’s capital!
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St. Paul Chapel—Iowa City

or most people, the end of the
calendar year signals the start of the
holiday season. For the Iowa
Hawkeyes at St. Paul’s Chapel, November is
marked not just by Thanksgiving but by Luther
Bowl, our annual flag football game and feast.
Each year, regardless of actual athletic ability,
students and congregation members meet on
the gridiron in what is an epic offensive battle
(i.e. we have no defensive strategies whatsoever
at all.) The play calling can best be described as
“creative” and when the clock winds down, both
winning and losing teams head to Pastor’s
house for dinner and a chance to hang out away from campus.
As December begins, Advent marks the
beginning of a new church year. For students at
University of Iowa, it also marks the end of the
semester and the onslaught of finals. Anxiety
levels soar, so to help alleviate all that stress we
host our annual Nerf War, which involves
running around the student center, shooting
each other with Nerf guns, and screaming. The
annual Christmas Party also provides a break
for the students, and this year’s “Ugly
Christmas Sweater” contest made the
celebrations even more fun.
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Most students head home for break right before
Christmas, but for those of us who stay, Christmas Eve at St. Paul’s is a marvelous celebration. The
junior high and high school students provide much of the music. Many of our international friends
from our International Student Ministry program join us, and for many, this is the first time they
have been in a church. It’s an exciting, wonderful evening of music, fellowship, and outreach to our
university community.
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January at St. Paul’s truly is the start of a new year, with
students returning for a new semester. Several of our
students were able to make the journey to St. Louis in early
January to join the LCMSU national campus ministry
conference, “Taboo.” The three day conference gave the
students ample time for study, prayer, worship, and fun as
they joined almost 500 other college students at this
biannual event. The students had another ten days of break,
and then the term began. To celebrate having everyone back
on campus, St. Paul’s hosted a “Welcome Back Potluck” on
the first Sunday of the semester. A winter storm moved in
right before everything was supposed to start, but we learned what should have been obvious: even a
snowstorm will not separate Lutherans from their church service and their potlucks.

College Hill—Cedar Falls

C

ollege students from
College Hill Lutheran
Church (Cedar Falls)
attended “TABOO,” the
LCMS U Campus Ministry
conference, held in St. Louis
on January 5-7, 2015.
Speakers at “TABOO”
tackled hot-topics such as
contraception, same-sex
attraction and sexuality.
There were approximately
475 participants,
representing nearly 100
colleges and universities
around the country.

Over 30 high school students attended the annual High School Weekend Retreat at College
Hill Lutheran Church in Cedar Falls on January 17-18.
On Saturday, the students played the “Amazing Race” on the campus of the University of
Northern Iowa before enjoying a classic pizza party and hot chocolate in the Brammer Student
Center. Pastor Wegener led a Bible study on the
unchanging truth of God’s Word and the sure promises
we have in Christ. The college students spoke to the
high school students about what they might expect
when they get to college. After praying Vespers, the
participants enjoyed physical activity and games at the
Wellness & Recreation Center on campus. The evening
ended with Compline (prayer at the close of the day).
Iowa District East

On Sunday morning, the students attended Bible
Study, the Divine Service, and a tasty potluck lunch
provided by the congregation.
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Faith
Waterloo
Faith—Waterloo
dedicated their sanctuary
on October 19, 2014.

F
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aith Lutheran Church
started an outreach to
the blind and visually
-impaired people in 2011.
When they heard that a
large percentage of blind
and visually-impaired
people do not have a church
home where they can hear
the Gospel on a regular
basis, they wanted to help
share God’s love found in
Jesus with them. They organized with the help of Pastor Dave Andrus and Lutheran Blind
Mission. They gather on the third Saturday of the month for a lunch and social time from 11:30
– 1:30. There are several people
that attend regularly and 3 or 4
of them need drivers. Members
of the congregation pick them
up and drive them home. Other
members of the congregation
plan and prepare the meals.
Many of them came for the
dedication of our new sanctuary.

10

Anyone that is interested in
outreach to the blind and
visually-impaired is invited to
join us in serving or referring
people to us that are blind and
visually-impaired. Call Kie at
Faith, 319-236-1771 for more
information.

Trinity—Lowden

I

nstallation of Rev. Daniel T. Redhage at Trinity—Lowden on January 11. From left to Right:
Rev. Michael G. Wagnitz, Rev. Jordan McKinley, Rev. John Preus, Rev. Steven Anderson,
Rev. Daniel T. Redage, Rev. Dr. Brian S. Saunders, Rev. Lloyd W. Redhage, Rev. Edward J.
Killian, Rev. Ronald Rafferty.

St. Paul—Williamsburg
Rev. Thomas Ogilvie was
installed as pastor at St. Paul in
Williamsburg on December
7th, 2014.
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From left to right: Rev. Brent
Hartwig, Rev. Dr. Brian
Saunders, Rev. Michael
Kolesar, Rev. Paul Ns, Rev.
Thomas Ogilvie, Rev. Andrew
Gray, Rev. Terry Small, Rev.
Gary Sears, Rev. Stuart
Rethwisch.
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All are invited to the Lutheran Hour Ministries 72nd IDE Annual Convention on

Saturday, April 18
to hear

Missionary Rev. Daniel McMiller

LCMS partners with

“Can my church
really reach
Hispanics?”

Bethany Lutheran Church
2202 Forest Dr. SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
Rev. Daniel F. McMiller serves as Director of Missionary Recruitment for the LCMS
Office of International Missions (OIM). Prior to directing Missionary Recruitment for the
LCMS in May of 2014, McMiller served as a consultant to OIM. He was the Executive Director of
Luther Academy from 2012 through 2014; Missionary to Urban Milwaukee (2003-2005) and
Missionary to Panama (1999-2003).
Doors open at 9:00 A.M., convention starts at 10:00 A.M., and concludes at about 4:00 P.M. Rev.
McMiller will be speaking both in the morning and the afternoon. Registration fee includes
dinner and morning and afternoon snacks. Please register your attendance by April 11th so
we can be sure to have enough food and seating. Early registration is $18 and registration
at the door is $20. Please contact Dick Hoelz for reservations by mail, phone or e-mail. Dick
Hoelz, 3519 Heatheridge Dr. NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402, phone (319) 363-1214, e-mail
rahoelz@imonmail.com.

Yes, we will be attending the LLL Convention Saturday, April 18, 2015 at Bethany Lutheran
Church
Registration fee is $18 per person and includes a noon meal, and morning and afternoon snacks.

IDE TODAY

Name(s) ______________________________________
Number attending ___________
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Address
___________________________________________________________________
Phone __________________
Make checks payable to: IDE LLL

O

Word of God—Cedar Rapids

n Sunday, Nov. 16., Pres. Brian Saunders
installed Rev. Tim Eckert as the ninth
pastor of Word of God Lutheran Church for
the Deaf. Word of God, the only congregation for
the Deaf in Iowa District East, has its central
location in Cedar Rapids with satellite stations in
Davenport, Waterloo, Dubuque, Muscatine,
Charles City and Burlington. Rev. Eckert is no
stranger to the district or the members of Word of
God, having been installed in 1999 to serve the
Deaf in the Quad Cities. In his new position, he is
responsible for the majority of the district.
At the same service, he was also installed by
Rev. Mark Larson as the new executive director of
the Lutheran Deaf Mission Society (LDMS). LDMS
is responsible for overseeing deaf ministry
throughout the Synod, promoting Deaf mission
work, and encouraging and training hearing
churches to do Deaf ministry.
The congregation provided a warm welcome for
their new pastor in the service and in the lunch following the service. Both pastor and members are
eager to work together for Christ and His kingdom.
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St. John—Waverly

ach day this past summer the sound of hammers,
skill saws, tractors, large cranes and maybe a radio
playing in the background could be heard at St. John
Lutheran Church in Waverly. The construction workers
were men and women from "Laborers for Christ" and
volunteers from the congregation. The Laborers for Christ
organization is part of the LCMS headquartered in St. Louis.
This organization was founded in 1980 and has helped
complete more than 845 "building for eternity" projects.
Members are dedicated Christians from various parts of the
United states who have retired from successful careers. As
Laborers they enjoy witnessing their faith, serving others,
traveling and meeting new people. They bring experience and expert knowledge in construction cutting the
project management cost 10-30%. These mobile workers bring their own "living quarters" transported with
pickups they can also use for traveling around the community where they are working.
The Laborers are helping build a 2500 ft.² addition at St. John that includes a large gathering area with
a fireplace, a kitchenette, a much-needed elevator, more accessible restrooms and expanded nursery. A
"drive under" canopy tops off the enhancement that is expected to strengthen ministry to members and
guests of all ages, including the church's growing numbers of young families and older members with
mobility challenges.

The congregation celebrated its Centennial in 2013 and views this expansion as the church’s first “step
of faith” into the next century. Project Manager Jim Adams summed it up well when he said, "This is an
example of the body of Christ working together to extend His kingdom! To God alone the Glory!”
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Working side by side with the Laborers, many St. John members have given of their time and the use of
their equipment to build this addition. Between 50 and 100 members of the congregation have volunteered
their time and talents, some during the week and many on Saturdays, including women who have provided
food and some who have worked on the construction of the building.
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St. Paul—McGregor

n the summer of 2009, Pastor David
Zimmer suggested that with a fresh
coat of paint and a few book shelves,
our “cry room/storage area” in the narthex
would make a nice little library. Some
members offered to help by praying about
it, one family donated some paint and
shelves, a member volunteered to serve as
librarian, and the Women of St. Paul
(LWML) donated two hundred dollars for
books. The library became a reality and
soon needed additional shelving. The
voter’s assembly recognized that by giving
the library its own line in the budget and
making it a recognized memorial
opportunity for the congregation, this little
library would thrive.
Members have continued to support our growing library with prayers, ideas, suggestions,
monetary gifts, carpentry skills, and a steady stream of readers. Our youngest “reader” brings her
mom and baby brother in when she checks out books on Sunday morning, and this young reader
is only two years old.
Our St. Paul’s library is only five years old and our current pastor, Pastor Andrew Preus,
appreciates having this distinctly Lutheran library available for readers of all ages. The library
contains Arch books for the young, relevant books for teens, and good solid reading for adults
ranging from Luther, Walther, Sasse and the complete bible commentary offered by Concordia
Publishing House. Pastor Preus continues the tradition of Pastor Zimmer in acting as the
gatekeeper for all resources purchased and placed in the library. This practice assures that all of
the over 500 books plus additional videos and music are doctrinally correct and worthy of being
in a distinctly confessional Lutheran library.

Grace—DeWitt
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Thanks to donations, memorial and
fund raisers, a new sign ‘graces’ the
entrance to Grace Lutheran Camp,
DeWitt, IA. Please visit Grace
Lutheran Camp to see all the
wonders of the camp. The gate is
open from early morning until dusk.
You can also view us on
www.gracedewitt.org. For
information on camp, call 563-3570780.
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he IDE Sr. High Retreat was led by Pastor
Max Mons from St. Paul Lutheran Chapel
in Iowa City on November 21 and 22 at
Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca. The topic was Apologetics Not
Apologies, and participants learned about the
three most common objections to the Christianity
and how to defend against them. In addition to
the study with Pastor Mons, participants also had
a great time with activities such as dodgeball and
the annual Sr. High Retreat SPOONS
tournament!

Iowa District East
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IDE Today is published 4 times a year for the
enjoyment of the members of the congregations of
Iowa District East of the LCMS. Copies are sent to
each congregation for distribution. A color PDF
copy of the IDE Today can be downloaded at
lcmside.org. Articles and pictures can be emailed
to jon@lcmside.org.
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The next deadline is: May 1, 2015

