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President’s Piece for Peace

L

ast edition we heard from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount concerning the Golden Rule
(Matt. 7:12). He says the Law of God is written into every person’s heart so that each
person knows to “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” This rule applies to all situations, especially situations involving conflict at work, in the family, and in the
church. In this edition we will hear Jesus speak to us from Matthew 18:15. He is in the last days
of His teaching moments with the disciples before He enters into Jerusalem on what is known as
Palm Sunday. He anticipates the all too often scenario of conflict in the College of the Apostles as
well as in the Church on earth. So in verse 15 He instructs this wisdom “If your brother sins
against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you
have won your brother over.”
There are two very important aspects to this teaching from Jesus. First, the goal and motive of going to your brother is to “win them over.” To win them over is not so much to convince
them you are right but to address the sin in their lives and call it to repentance. Sin separates us
from God and from one another. To confront sin for the purpose of repentance is to reconcile
with our neighbor. Confronting someone can never be for the purpose of vengeance. It is not an
act of the baptized when it intends on getting even or returning harm. It always must be for the
purpose of expressing love to one who has sinned against us.
The other important aspect of Jesus teaching is “just between the two of you.” There is no
question that this is best done face-to-face. In Jesus day they did not have telephones, emails,
texts or Facebook. While we can and do communicate using these means, none are a better replacement for face-to-face conversation. Face-to-face allows us to show our love for them as well
as express it in words. Jesus emphasizes the need to go to the brother with the concern, not to
anyone else. To go to others before confronting the brother is a violation of the 8th Commandment. Luther calls it gossip in the Large Catechism when he says:
Therefore, if you encounter somebody with a worthless tongue who
gossips and slanders someone, rebuke him straight to his face and
make him blush for shame. Then you will silence many a one who otherwise would bring some poor man into disgrace, from which he could
scarcely clear himself, for honor and good name are easily taken away,
but not easily restored.
We do not make a man guiltier if more people know about the sin. We do not make ourselves more right if more ears have heard of his sin from us. Putting the best construction on a
person’s sin does not mean we ignore it. It does mean that we love the brother enough to go and
confront him face-to-face with a heart that desires to restore him through repentance and forgiveness.

Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders
President
Iowa District East
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Sometimes the effort made is not received well. Jesus was well aware of this. So He gives
us more instruction in such situations. We shall study what Jesus has to further say on this subject in the next edition when Matthew 18:16 is our focus. Until then, love one another with a love
that transcends anger and revenge. Love one another such that we desire with a true heart the
forgiveness of God for all people. Even and especially those who sin against us.
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Thank God for
Faithful Preachers!

T

he Church faces many dangers. One of the dangers I see from time to time is that we
want to be “user-friendly” when it comes to God’s Word. When that happens, preaching turns into presenting a “sanitized Christ” versus a bloodied Christ. I have been
reading again Walther’s great work, “The Proper Distinction between Law and Gospel.” He
wrote:
The Law makes no one godly; but when it begins to produce its proper effects, the
person who is feeling its power begins to fume and rage against God. He hates the
preacher who has shouted the Law into his heart, and he feels that he cannot slip
off its coils. Where this has happened, you may hear people say: “We shall never
go to that church. Why, that preacher strikes terror into my soul. I prefer to attend the services of the Rev. So-and-so. He makes you feel good. While listening
to him, you discover what a good man you really are.” Alas! In eternity these people will wish to take revenge on the preacher that preached them into perdition
(eternal damnation). p. 82.
Faithful preaching always calls the hearer to repentance. Faithful preaching is always Law
and Gospel rightly divided. John states it this way:
If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in
us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. And the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us
from all sin.” I John 1:8,10,9,7b.
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It was blood that flowed from real wounds which were inflicted upon Christ Jesus before and
upon the cross that brought about our forgiveness. The Bible says: “And He Himself bore our
sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His
wounds you were healed.” I Peter 2:24. We don’t have a sanitized Savior, but as Paul says: “He
made Him who knew no sin to be sin of our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of
God in Him.” II Cor. 5:21.
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Thomas wanted to see the mark and the scars before He would believe. Listen to how various
hymns from Lutheran Service Book show us that imagery: “Those dear tokens of His passion
Still His dazzling body bears, Cause of endless exultation To His ransomed worshipers. With
what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture, Gaze we on those glorious scars.” LSB,v.
3. In 438, v. 1 we read: “A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth, The guilt of sinners bearing And,
laden with the sins of earth, None else the burden sharing; Goes patient on, grows weak and
faith, To slaughter without complaint, That spotless life to offer, He bears the stripes, the

wounds, the lies, The mockery, and yet replies, “All this I gladly suffer.”
Our Lord Jesus calls sinners to Himself. We come as the beaten and battered, stained and
scarred with our sins. We don’t need to be cleaned up first; that is Christ’s wonderful work in
working repentance and bringing people to faith. He had made us new creatures! He uses His
holy means to bring that about: Holy Word, Holy Baptism, Holy Absolution, and Holy Supper. As
Article V of the Augsburg Confession states:
So that we may obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the gospel and administering the sacraments was instituted. For through the Word and sacraments as
through instruments the Holy Spirit is given, Who effects faith where and when it
pleases God in those who hear the gospel, that is to say, in those who hear that
God, not on account of our own merits but on account of Christ, justifies those
who believe that they are received into grace on account of Christ.
Rev. Dr. Dean F. Rothchild is assistant to the
President and director of the
Proclaiming Christ Jesus Campaign.

Capital Campaign
(As of: 4-14-14)
Approved on 6/29/12 by Iowa District East
in Convention.

 Pastors are being be contacted by phone for
potential names of those saints in Christ Jesus
who may wish to make an individual gift.

Update

 Dr. Rothchild will send a letter of introduction to
potential donors and will follow-up with a phone
call to schedule a personal visit.

Gifts received to date:
$362,328
Gifts promised in next 1-10 years:
$55,667
Total to date:
$ 417,995

 Dr. Rothchild will show the DVD and share other
information at the time of his visit and the saints will be
given a donor form to complete as they deem appropriate.
 We are thankful to those who have given and will
continue to give to help us reach our goal of a
minimum of $600,000. We thank both our
individual donors and congregations who are
supporting this endeavor.

319-373-2112 (office), cell: 319-350-9564 or deanrothchild@lcmside.org

Iowa District East

For further information, please contact Rev. Dr. Dean F. Rothchild at
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St. Paul’s Chapel and
University Center
Editor’s Note: This article was written by Chinese International Student Wang Wei Lu about
her baptism. She is currently pursuing a masters in linguistics.

I

do believe that our Lord, especially at
some significant moments, arranges
everything for us. On the second day I
came to Iowa City, I saw a posting on campus,
saying that a church offers free English
conversation classes. With some excitement
and a bit of curiosity, I went to knock on the
door of St. Paul’s Lutheran Chapel. The
following things all happened as naturally as
breathing – I took the English conversation
class, became friends with the volunteers,
began to attend the Divine Service every
Sunday morning, went to Catechism class, and
most importantly, I knew more about God. I
came to know that God loves us and our sins
can only be forgiven by Him. Many Christian
friends encouraged me to join a church so I
could be a ‘real’ follower of Jesus.
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I felt myself so blessed when Pastor Mons
announced that my baptism would take place
on Easter Sunday! This good news spread
amazingly fast – just overnight everybody
came up and congratulated me on my
upcoming baptism. Not until then did I realize the true joy of the Easter – people not only
celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from death, but also share the happiness of every new member
entering into the Holy Christian Church. My new life began then.
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Battle for The IDE President’s Cup

ach spring, since 2008, the Panthers of College Hill Lutheran Church and the Hawkeyes
of St. Paul’s Lutheran Chapel gather for an afternoon of fun, fellowship, food, and a game
of kickball. The winner of the kickball game takes home the coveted IDE President’s Cup,
which is an actual coffee cup from which the President of Iowa District East has slurped his
coffee. This year, with a 5 to 3 victory, St. Paul’s Chapel took the cup home. College Hill leads the
all-time series 4 to 3.

Theologian In
Residence

O

Iowa District East

n
Saturday
and Sunday,
March 29 and
30, the members and
students of St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Chapel,
welcomed The Rev.
William
Weedon,
Director of Worship
for the Lutheran
Church—Missouri
Synod and Chaplain
for
the
Synod's
International Center.
Weedon served as
our
annual
Theologian
in
Residence. Rev. Weedon’s presentation was entitled "The Liturgy Lives and Grows!" Rev.
Weedon commented on his topic saying, "Through this living gift, the Holy Spirit delights to
deliver our Lord Jesus with all His gifts to His people that they might share in the Blessed
Trinity’s own divine, unending life." Students from Iowa, The University of Northern Iowa, and
Iowa State, along with several members of St. Paul’s and other congregations were in attendance.
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Valley Lutheran School

T

he Annual Iowa District East Spelling Bee was held at Valley Lutheran School in Cedar
Falls, on March 8, 2014. Seven schools bringing fifty-six students, participated in the
event. Each contestant received seventy-five written words and six oral words, with the
top three contestants from each of the three age levels moving on to an oral spell down to
determine three trophy winners.
In the 3rd-4th grades:

The 5th -6th place winners were:

1st place went to Maddie Hodgins,
Trinity, Cedar Rapids

1st place Lydia Armbrecht
Lutheran Interparish, Williamsburg

2nd place to Tyler Schaefer,
Lutheran Interparish, Williamsburg

2nd place to Abigail Howe,
Central Lutheran, Newhall

3rd place Hannah Borah
Valley Lutheran, Cedar Falls..

3rd place to Hannah Mielke,
Trinity Lutheran, Cedar Rapids.

7th - 8th grade winners were:
1st place Emma Armbrecht, Lutheran Interparish, Williamsburg,
2nd place Carsten Zange, Trinity Lutheran, Cedar Rapids
3rd place Gabe Hoyum, Trinity Lutheran, Cedar Rapids.
A traveling plaque was presented to Trinity Lutheran for earning 608 points in the competition.
Second place in the point totals was Lutheran Interparish and 3rd place was Valley Lutheran.
Other schools competing were: Central Lutheran, Newhall, Community Lutheran, Readlyn, St.
Paul Lutheran, Latimer and Dubuque Lutheran.

Pictured: Front row left to
right: Tyler Schaefer, Maddie
Hodgins, Hannah Borah.
Middle row left to right: Lydia
Armbrecht, Abigail Howe,
Hannah Mielke.
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Back row left to right: Emma
Armbrecht, Carsten Zange,
and Gabe Hoyum.
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St. John—Waverly
Waverly New Members:
They are left to right (below): Rusty
Matthews, Zoe Christianson, Pastor
Versemann, Bobbie Blanchette, John
Blanchette, Seth Blanchett.
Front row: Alix, Elijah, and soe Blanchette.
Not Pictured: Amy Brissette.

F

ive members of one family and
one high school student were
baptized at St John Lutheran
church in Waverly recently. Five
members of the Blanchette family
(pictured above) were baptized on
March 8 and Zoe (pictured below) was
baptized on February 26. They were
baptized by Pastor Versemann in private
ceremonies at the church. Sponsors for
the Blanchette's were Beth Caspers and
Becky Meyer while sponsors for Zoe
were Roger and Darcie Russell.

Iowa District East
9

I

College Hill Lutheran

IDE TODAY

t has been a busy semester at College Hill Lutheran
Church in Cedar Falls, Iowa. In January we hosted
around twenty high school students from the
surrounding area as part of our annual High School
Weekend. The students learned about campus ministry at
UNI and had a fantastic weekend of learning about God’s
Word. In February, we held our annual Dinner Theater to
fundraise for our annual Spring Break Mercy Trip. This
year we went to Camp Lonestar in Texas. While there we
did multiple work projects around the camp including
fixing the fence surrounding
their pool, digging holes for a
bouldering wall they are
planning on building (Texas soil
is not nearly as nice as Iowa soil)
as well as some other projects.
More recently, we headed down
to Iowa City for their Spring
Study Weekend as well as
playing our annual kickball game
with St. Paul’s (Congratulations
to them as they brought the IDE
Presidents’ Cup back to Iowa
City with them after a well
contested game). It has certainly
been an exciting semester and as
this school year winds down we
look forward to another exciting
one next year.
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Davenport Lutheran Home
Making Memories with the Reinke SIsters

W

hen the call went out for volunteers needed to help with Memories in the Making
water color painting projects, Marlene Dawson answered the call. I was looking
forward to meeting Marlene, because she is the only one of the four Reinke sisters
that does not live here, in our Lutheran Home Community. I decided to take this opportunity to
get them all together for a little family reunion. I set them each up with a set of paints and some
watercolor paper. As they painted I got much better acquainted with all four of them. Marlene
told me that Jane is the artistic one, who speaks French, loves art and used to make clothing for
her paper dolls. Phyllis confessed that she had always been the tomboy in the group and was
forever climbing trees. I learned that all of the sisters love to sing and have always been active in
church. Marlene’s daughter, Kathy, told me that she remembers all of the sisters and their
families getting together to play Bridge and Euchre while she and her cousins played “elevator” in
Aunt Jane’s closet. I thoroughly enjoyed my visit with the Reinke sisters; painting with
watercolors and hearing their memories while making a new one.
Free Memory Screens at Davenport
Lutheran Home

Iowa District East

T

here are currently 5.2 million Americans
with Alzheimer’s Disease. Early detection is
critical to maximize available medical
treatments and support services for those
diagnosed with Alzheimer's Disease. National
Memory Screening Day this year is Tuesday,
November 18th. Save the date!
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Trinity—Cedar Rapids

O

n April 12, 2014 volunteers loaded 2584 boxes in a semi-trailer to be sent to Lutheran
World Relief. 58 churches in eastern Iowa took part in the project. The items that were
sent were 2426 quilts, 157 pounds of soap, 1219 personal kits, 499 school kits, 632 baby
kits, 90 fabric kits. We had excellent volunteer help, of which some have been doing this for 25
years. We have a pickup twice a year the 3rd Sat of April and the 3rd Sat of October. We also have
a pickup in Ankeny the hours are 8:30am to noon.
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Grace—DeWitt
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O

n January 26th, Grace in DeWitt, welcomed new members.

L to R: Kyle & Shanna Tucker with their Addison and Owen; Laura DeLarm; Duane &
Kay Hansen; Sadi Fahrenkrug; Matt Fahrenkrug; Alison LaFevers; and Nick & Beth
Schutterle with sons Ben and Kody.
Not pictured: Zach Beuthien, Heather Mork, Jaylyn Mork, and Emily Williams.

St. Stephen’s—Atkins

I

rv Keiper, member of St. Stephen's in
Atkins, celebrated his 100th birthday on
Sunday, October 6. Pastor Doug
Woltemath asked Irv to choose a hymn in honor
of the occasion. Irv chose two hymns, "Oh, That
the Lord Would Guide My Ways" and "Just as I
Am, without One Plea." Following the service,
the congregation joined in a rousing rendition
of "Happy Birthday."
His family hosted an open house that afternoon.
Irv was greeted by many from the congregation
and community. Irv was proud that the Chicago
Cubs sent a picture of the sign honoring this
milestone.
Irv and his wife, Dolores, drive to church almost
every Sunday to receive the blessings God
offers. Giving all praise to God, they celebrated
their 75th wedding anniversary on June 30.

Prince of Peace—Coralville

T
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T

he Prince of Peace Christian
Preschool in Coralville welcomed an
authentic Irish dancer who taught
them some of the dancing traditions of
Ireland.

he Prince of Peace Christian Preschool
in Coralville
held
their
annual ice skating
party in March. It is
always amazing to
see how students
who have never
been on skates pick
it up so quickly.
The Preschool is
finishing it’s ninth
year and is already
full for its tenth.
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Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca
Volunteer Groups Rebuild Camp’s Amphitheater

V

olunteers assembled at Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca’s Spring Workday
on April 26th and again on April 27th to repair and renovate
Camp’s amphitheater. Groups from College Hill Lutheran and
Lutheran Interparish School were among those who laid woodchips
down, replaced benches on the first four rows, and assembled a dozen
movable benches in the back two rows. Improvements began last November when the deteriorating sections of the amphitheater were
pulled out and removed. The amphitheater is used by groups year
round for various purposes, and it is an essential part of the summer
camp program, when it is used at least 10 times a week for devotions,
skits, beginning orientation, and closing program.

Meet Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca’s New Site Manager

C

IDE TODAY

amp Io-Dis-E-Ca is pleased to announce the
hire of its new Site Manager! Paul Moritz will
be arrive in late May as Camp’s next caretaker. Paul has spent two summers as a camp counselor
at Camp Lutherhaven, Idaho, and two summers as a
maintenance assistance at Lutheran Island Camp,
Minnesota. He will be graduating in May from Concordia University - Wisconsin with a degree in Education.
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Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca’s Site Manager position has been vacant since November. Since then, volunteers have done a
fantastic job of covering the routine and spontaneous
tasks needed to be done around camp, most notably Larry & Diana Acord, Ernie Bena, and Carl Gloe! Thank you,
volunteers for all of your tremendous work!

camp@campiodiseca.org | 3271 Sandy Beach Road NE | Solon, Iowa 52333 | 319-848-4187

Vinton Lutheran Home

L
D

iane Harris, Ruth Weiditz,
Marilyn Rieder and Joyce
Flickenger at the Volunteer
Tea

St. Peter
Elma

S

aura Hillman’s Central
Lutheran 5th grade class meet
their pen Pals at the Vinton
Lutheran Home Communities.

t. Peter, Elma will celebrate her
125th Anniversary on Pentecost
Sunday, 8 June, with a festival
Divine Service followed by a luncheon in
the fellowship hall. Our guest preacher
will be Rev. Dr. Thomas Manteufel.
Contact stpeterpastor@gmail.com for
more information.

Lutheran
Heritage
Foundation

T

wo new books are
now available, free
of charge, from the
Lutheran Heritage
Foundation (LHF): the Arabic Small Catechism and the
Spanish Bible with Small Catechism (3rd edition).

The Arabic Small Catechism, which was printed in partnership with Lutheran Hour Ministries, is
proving to be especially helpful in campus ministries and in English as a Second Language (ESL)
settings.

To find out more “call the LHF office at (800) 554-0723 or send an email to
info@LHFmissions.org.

Iowa District East

The Spanish Bible with Small Catechism is available in paperback and in hardcover.
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IDE Today is published 4 times a year for the
enjoyment of the members of the congregations
of Iowa District East of the LCMS. Copies are
sent to each congregation for distribution. A color PDF copy of the IDE Today can be downloaded at lcmside.org. Articles and pictures can be
emailed to jon@lcmside.org.
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The next deadline is: August 1, 2014

