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“Back to School” is on every billboard and supermarket sign across the na on. It is less a reminder than it is a 
beckon to enter their store and purchase their products. At the same me it is a reality that a new academic 
year has fallen upon us once again, even as me marches on. Educa on is important not only for the 
elemen-tary through college age  students. It is an ever ongoing e ort in the life of all our voca ons. In 
par cular I emphasize the need to further our theological and confessional acumen.  

The other day I was at the ENT for sinus allergy problems. I couldn’t help but no ce all the con nuing educa-
on cer cates mounted on his wall. I inquired about them and he said they were mandatory in order to re-

tain his Iowa Medical License. We in hurch work have no such mandates other than our educators who need 
to keep their Iowa Teaching License up to date. In the O ce of the Ministry we can only encourage con-

nued growth in our eld of God’s Call. 

So to that extent I encourage you as fellow O ce Brothers to join your members returning to the classroom. 
Monthly Winkels area wonderful assembly where study and discussion of the Word is bene cial and helpful. I 
certainly encourage a endance at the Winkels. Along with that your classroom will be your own study with-
out teacher or professor. You can gain much by reading good material. Certainly and of most importance is 
the Word of God and the Lutheran Confessions. A daily diet of these ne cuisine nurture the soul and give 
rest to the mind. At the same me there is a plethora of ne reading for the applica on of our most blessed 
theology in your O ce. 

I o er a few books for you to consider that I have found interes ng, well wri en, and help in many ways.  
1. “Marriage is Like Dancing” by Richard C. Eyer published by CPH. This book has been around for a while

but is lled with excellent, down to earth, solid theological applica ons for the doctrine of marriage. 
Dr. Eyer has keen insights into rela onships and the struggles they entail. His biblical knowledge is of 
great assistance when working with couples planning to marry. He is also very helpful when working 
with couples who are experiencing challenges in their home. I do recommend it to you. 

2. “The Care of Souls” by Harold L. Senkbeil published by Lexham Press. This is a brand new book that I
received only this last summer. I have known Dr. Senkbeil for many years and always found him to be
gi ed when presen ng on pastoral theology. This book is wri en from the perspec ve of a man who
served many years in the parish and a few years teaching future pastors at the seminary. It is a very
good, thought provoking, and contempla ve read. It isn’t going to say anything you have not already
studied  but it is most helpful in measuring what you already know and the applica on of what you
know for the hands and feet of your ministry. I do recommend it to you.

3. “Chris an Concepts for Care” (Understanding and Helping People with Mental Health Issues) by David
J. Ludwig and Mary R. Jacob published by CPH. I found this book to be insigh ul in an area which I am
not well versed. Mental illness is a real issue in the membership of our congrega ons, to one degree
or another. This book is helpful for you to gain an understanding of what it is and how those who
struggle with it are ected. It is not so much a book of theology but a resource of informa on on a
topic pastors do well to be informed of. Your theology will guide you in applica on as this book helps
you to recognize mental health issues in your parish.
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These are only but a few books you may want to take a look at  or you may be on your own course of study 
at the moment. Either way I do encourage you to be a constant student of the Word or God, its correct 
exhibi- on in the Lutheran Confessions, and other books by respected and learned authors. God bless you all 
in your service of Christ and His Kingdom. 
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