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President’s Piece for Peace 
Rev. Dr. Brian S. Saunders 
District President 

APRIL 2018 

“This Joyful Eastertide Away with sin and sorrow!” The poet of this hymn places one characteristic 
upon Easter. It is the character of Joy. He is telling us this to show that joy is as much state of 
being as it is an emotion. The two are very closely tied together, the state of joy evokes joyful 
responses. The joy is our joy in the fact that it is founded on God’s blessing carried out on account 
of our need.  

C.F.W. Walther once preached an Easter sermon that drove this point home. It is a sermon that 
bestows joy and evokes a joyful response. At the time of the sermon Walther had come through a 
dark time in his life and struggled with joy. The nation had recently been torn in two by a Civil War 
and was trying to mend. The consequences of the war hung a dark cloud over the hearts and 
minds of Walther’s congregations. This sermon was timely for him, for the flock and for the church 
at large. I quote a section of it for you so you too may soak in the joy of Easter, from the lips of our 
first Synod president, who stood steadfast especially in the tough times: 

Christ has not suffered and died for himself but for all men; he did not therefore rise for 
himself but for all men. When Christ suffered and died, he as it were descended into the 
depths of the sea to find the costly pearl of our redemption. When he rose from the depths 
of the seas and as it were cried: I have found it! I have found it! What had he found? The 
pearl of our redemption. 

When Christ suffered and died, he was the Lamb of God who did not carry his own sins but 
the sins of the world. And when he rose, we see no sins in him; we see that he no longer 
bears the form of a servant, the form of sinful flesh. He threw off the burden of sin and left it 
in his grave. Where are our sins? They are carried out of sight of God; they are forever 
buried. 

When Christ suffered and died, he was punished for the sake of our sins; our sins were 
imputed to him…But when he arose, we see him freed of all punishment. Whose 
punishment has come to an end? The punishment of men. 

When Christ suffered and died, he wanted to pay the debt which our sins had incurred…
When he arose our surety was freed from the debtor’s prison and set free. Where is the 
account book against us? It is torn up; all our sins are paid; God the Father has himself 
declared by the resurrection of Christ, that he will demand no more payment from us. 

When Christ suffered and died, he offered himself on the altar of the cross for the 
reconciliation of men with God. When God awakened him God himself publicly shows that 
he accepted the sacrifice of his Son and found it of full value. This proves that God is 
reconciled with us. 

When Christ suffered and died, he as our General, as the Lord of our salvation, as our 
David, began the great battle with our enemies, the Law, sin, death, and the Devil. When 
he arose, behold! He had fulfilled the Law, conquered sin, robbed death of his power, 
crushed the head of the Devil, the Old Serpent, destroyed hell, and triumphed over the 
Prince of Darkness and his whole army. As his battle was our battle, so is also his victory 
our victory, his triumph our triumph, his conquest our conquest. They were our enemies 
that have been laid at the feet of the resurrected Savior.  

When Christ suffered and died, God condemned him to death in our place. When God the 
Father again awakened him, who was acquitted by God in the person of Christ? Christ 
needed no acquittal for himself, for no one could accuse him of a sin. Tell me, who was 
justified in him? Who was declared pure and guiltless in him? We were. The whole world 
was. God’s words to Christ: You shall live! Applied to us. His life is our life, his acquittal our 
acquittal, his justification our justification. 

Can the joy of Easter be expressed any better than that? Along with C.F.W. Walther sometimes 
our days can get gloomy and a veil of gray overshadow us in our churchly vocations. The nation 
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we love and live in has troubles mounting from day to day without end in sight. The flock we tend 
and the children we teach also suffer from the consequences of a fallen world. And yet the poet of 
the hymn gives us reason to be joyful in the midst of all of it when he writes: “Had Christ, who once 
was slain, Not burst His three-day prison, Our faith had been in vain: But now has Christ arisen, 
arisen, arisen; But now has Christ arisen. Amen and Amen! 

 

Blessed Easter in its Joy filled season, 

President Saunders. 
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Calendar of Events 

24 Early Childhood Conference Zion Lutheran, Hiawatha  

30 Good Friday District Office Closed  

MARCH 

12 New Missions Committee St Paul’s Chapel, Iowa City 9:30 AM 

17 Board of Directors District Office 9:00 AM 

19 Worship Committee District Office 9:00 AM 

28 Memorial Day District Office Closed  

    

MAY 

Save the Dates 
Adventureland Day, June 20th  

IDE Golf Outing, June 25th 

In the wake of violent events last year, many pastors and church leaders are looking for 
information to help make your church facilities safer. As you focus safety and security for 
your people and facilities, Iowa District West has partnered with their insurance agency to 
offer the first ever Church Safety & Security Seminar and will be holding a second 
workshop in our District on Tuesday, April 24 at New Covenant Bible Church in Cedar 
Rapids.  This all-day training is essential for every congregation.  Two national known 
speakers (Bob Wild & Bob Johnson) will share a wealth of knowledge in partnership with 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company.  Please mark your calendar for April 24!   

See the following poster for additional details or click here.   

Keep Your Church Safe! 

 

APRIL 
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As Spring Arrives 
Rev. Dr. Dean Rothchild 
Assistant to the President 

Spring will have officially arrived by the time you read this.  How your winter has been will vary from where 
you call home here in Iowa District East.  Living in Cedar Rapids I only had to use my snow blower three 
times this winter.  So from my perspective I would say the past winter was rather tame.  With spring upon us 
it means that the frozen ponds and lakes will thaw and those who enjoy fishing will once again be out doing 
that which they enjoy. 

My fishing for 2018 will be done July 8-10, at the annual Rothchild Fishing Derby on Lake Sakakawea in 
North Dakota. One of the things which happens at the Derby in North Dakota is that walleyes, which are less 
than 14” long, are usually thrown back into the lake in hopes of getting something bigger.  The only other 
fishing might happen if my wife and I decide to take our oldest grandson fishing here in Iowa.   

When I think of fishing I am always reminded of the Gospel texts where Jesus called His disciples to become 
“fishers of men.”  The Church has been in the fishing for people motif from that time on.  One’s license to fish 
flows from one’s baptism into Christ Jesus.  As water and the Word were splashed upon us we are sent forth 
to confess Christ Jesus to a world in darkness. 

While some fisherman throw the little ones back into the water, what God gathers, He keeps!   

Isaiah 43:1 states: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine!”  What 
comfort it is to know that the Triune God has placed His name and His claim upon us from eternity! 

Sometimes the church and her pastors are lazy when it comes to tending the sheep they have been given.  
We don’t go the extra mile, make the extra phone call, knock on the door one more time, or be willing to 
meet face to face with people.  We forget that these are valuable souls in the Savior’s eyes.  They are blood 
bought and paid for just as we are.  As Paul puts it: “And such were some of you; but you were washed, but 
you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our 
God.”  (I Cor. 6:11). 

Spring is a time when things will become new again.   New life will emerge from the frozen ground of winter.  
It is much like a resurrection from death to life, which God brings about through the faithful proclamation of 
Law and Gospel in sermons.  Such is also the renewal we receive through the power of confession and 
absolution when we have failed those within the body of Christ.  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  And the blood of Jesus His Son 
cleanses us from all sin.”  (I John 1:9,7c). 

We can think of spring as a time for renewal, a time to continue to fish, and our time of living the victory our 
Savior has given to us in our Baptism.  As Paul said: “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in His 
triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.”  (II 
Cor. 2:14). 

APRIL 2018 
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Capital Campaign  
Approved 6-29-12 by Iowa District East in Convention 

 
 

 Pastors are being contacted by phone for potential names of those saints in Christ Jesus 
who may wish to make an individual gift. 
 

 Dr. Rothchild will send a letter of introduction to potential donors and will follow-up with a 
phone call to schedule a personal visit.  

 
 Dr. Rothchild will show the DVD and share other information at the time of his visit and the 

saints will be given a donor form to complete as they deem appropriate. 
 

 I wish to thank all our faithful donors, both individuals and congregations. 

Gifts received to date:     $734,233 
Gifts promised in next 1-7 years:    $28,980 

  
Total to Date:  $763,213 

For further information, please contact Rev. Dr. Dean F. Rothchild  
 319-373-2112 (office), 319-350-9564 (cell)  

drothchild@lcmside.org. 

Capital Campaign Update 

As of 3-15-2018 
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Yuck! 
Jan Doellinger 
Assistant to the President, Schools 

“Jesus said to them, “Come with me!  I will teach you how to bring in people instead of fish”  

(Matthew 4:19 CEV) 
 

Some of you may know that my husband, Jerry, and I like to go fishing.  We enjoy having a lake in 
our backyard where we can walk out to the shoreline, throw out our lines, and hope for the best.  

That’s why it’s called fishin’, not catchin’, or so I’ve been told.  Other than 
our back yard, we’ve been to a few other places here in Iowa, Minnesota, 
and Florida.  You won’t get me on another deep-sea fishing excursion.  
Those one to two foot swells are NOT so swell in my opinion, although we 
did catch fish.  The picture you see to the left was taken on our January 
trip to Florida.  That fish is called a sheepshead, or convict fish because of 
the stripes. 

Some of you may also know that I don’t bait the hook or take the fish off 
the hook.  Yuck!  I realize that probably sounds pretty wimpy, but it was in 

the marriage contract.  I’ll go fishing with you dear, but I won’t take it off the hook or bait the hook 
with living creatures.  Besides baiting and removing the hook, I have another fish fetish.  I don’t like 
to eat fish.  I won’t go so far as to say eating fish is a total “yuck”, because I will occasionally eat 
fish… with lots of tartar sauce.  That’s one of the reasons we do a lot of catch and release at our 
house. 

There is someone else who hates fish.  Satan.  His “yuck” dates way back to the fall of man, into 
sin, when God said in Genesis 3:15 that He would crush the head of Satan.  His “yuck” has 
continued through time, including up to now as you read this.  You and I are part of his “yucky” 
experience. 

The above passage from Matthew explains Satan’s aversion to fish, the kind you and I catch as 
part of our vocation.  Your net – your classroom and/or congregation -  is filled with fish.  Some of 
them are wiggly and slippery.  They jump or slither.  These are the netted ones Jesus is talking 
about and Satan’s response is “Yuck.” 

Take a closer look at the fish in your net.  Some are not nearly as lively as others, and you know 
the reasons.  Satan regards these less than lively ones with a lesser contempt because he doesn’t 
have to work as hard on them.  The active fish are the ones he has to work hard on.  Even they 
have their smelly and slimly moments.  But they are yours, in your net waiting to see what happens 
next. 

Some of those fish in your net will have teaching and leadership skills.  They will need to be 
encouraged and mentored to consider full-time fish catching.  It will take someone with eyes like 
yours to identify and support these young people to consider full-time church work.  The harvest is 
getting smaller and smaller.  At one of the synodical conferences I attended in San Antonio last 
December, we were told by the placement directors for the 2017-2018 school year, there are 130 
teacher education graduates available from across all of our Concordia University system.   We 
were also told there were over 400 requests.  Also, some of these requests are coming from public 
schools because they know our graduates are qualified and dedicated.  There are not enough 
teachers to fill our classrooms.  It is happening all across our Synod.  Yes, even right here in Iowa 
District East. The shortage is not going away any time soon.   Please be looking in your net for 
young people in your school, your confirmation class, and congregation who would make 
wonderful Lutheran school teachers.  Identify them.  Talk to them about being a Lutheran school 
teacher.  Pray for them.  Mentor them.  Encourage them.  Nurture them.  Support them through 
their high school and college years of study. 

A fishing net for a real fish usually signals this is the end.  However, for the “Jesus” fish in your 
classroom, it isn’t the end.  Whether your students or congregation members are spiritually lively or 

APRIL 2018 
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gasping for air, you are needed.  They all need to know they are surrounded by a whole school of 
fish who loves them with the love of Jesus.  Yes, they need to know the hooks of Satan bring sin 
into their lives.  But when you hear them confess, “oh yuck”, you know the Spirit is breathing new 
life into them. 

How about that!  You catch them.  He cleans them! 

 

 

Note:  Thanks to Ed Grube from LEA for providing this article idea. 
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Seminar for 
pastors, laity, and 
educators

“Male and Female He Made Them: 
ChrisƟan Sexuality in a Decadent World” 

Presenter: Dr. John Kleinig 

• August 25, 2018 Trinity Lutheran Church, Davenport, IA 

1122 W Central Park Ave, Davenport, IA 52804 

• September 8, 2018 Elm Grove Lutheran Church, Elm Grove, WI 

(Suburban Milwaukee) 
945 Terrace Drive, Elm Grove, WI 53122 

The Purpose of this Seminar:  
With the legal redefiniƟon of marriage, the confusion regarding gender, and rapidly changing sexual mores 
in society, biblical singles, couples, and parents are looking for guidance in arƟculaƟng and promoƟng a 
posiƟve view of the ChrisƟan vision for marriage and sexuality. Our goal is to equip people with tools to 
speak construc vely and to live confidently amid the current confusion. 

TentaƟve schedule for both seminars: 
8:15 a.m. RegistraƟon (coffee and snacks) 
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
9:45 a.m. Session One: “The Body Created and Redeemed” 
11:15 a.m. DOXOLOGY Resources 
11:30 a.m. Lunch 
12:15 p.m. Session Two: “This Great Mystery: The Marriage Bed Undefiled” 
1:30 p.m. Break 
2:00 p.m. Session Three: “Forgiven, Cleansed, and Free: Living as Lights in a Dark World” 
3:00 p.m. Dialogue/ApplicaƟons 
3:30 p.m. Closing Prayer 

Cost: $TBA (Includes registraƟon, seminar materials, breaks and lunch) 
Register on DOXOLOGY’s website: www.doxology.us 

Dr. John W. Kleinig, Professor Emeritus at Luther Campus, Adelaide, Australia is renowned the world

over as a scholar, pastor, and an engaging and inspiring Bible teacher. His many published works include two 
Bible Commentaries in the Concordia Commentary Series, Levi cus (2003) and Hebrews (2017). His 
acclaimed book Grace Upon Grace (2008), equips people for confident, joy‐filled ChrisƟan living. 
Dr. Kleinig’s talks at the two seminars will preview some of the themes from his forthcoming book: 

Wonderfully Made: Seeing Our Bodies as God Sees Them. His book, expected someƟme 
later this year, will present a Lutheran theology of the body, extolling the biblical view 
of the human body under the following chapter headings: 

• The Created Body: Personal Embodiment
• Our Makeover: The RedempƟon of the Body
• The Spiritual Body: Dying and Rising with Christ
• Sexual Embodiment: Sex with a Good Conscience

DOXOLOGY has been commissioned to produce companion pieces for church 
professionals and ChrisƟan laity to help apply and uƟlize the insights of this book in 
family, church, and society. Four of the DOXOLOGY Collegium Fellows are preparing 

resources for Lutheran educators, parish pastors, and laity for use in Bible study, classroom instrucƟon, 
catechesis, marriage preparaƟon, and pastoral care. 





Early Childhood Education Conference  
March 24, 2018  |  Zion Lutheran Church  |  201 First Ave, Hiawatha, IA 52233

Registration 

$30/person ($35 after 3/09). Register online through EventBrite or return a paper Registration Form with 
a check  to the district office. Links for registration can be found on our district website, lcmside.org. 

Schedule 

8:15      Registration 

8:45      Devotion 

9:00      Session One: Together is Better 

12:00    Lunch 

12:45    Session Two: The Path to Well-Balanced Children 

 4:00      Visit Vendors (optional) / Depart 

About the Event 

Being Wendy to Peter Pan: Peter Pan never wanted to grow up! Wendy quickly realized it was her job to help Peter Pan and 
the Lost Boys grow up. Similar to Wendy, our job is to help our young ones successfully grow up in healthy and productive 
ways. As Jesus said, “Let the little children come unto Me…” leading children to follow Jesus as well as equipping children 
with necessary skills and tools will provide this help. During our time at this conference, we will explore best practices in 
early childhood education which help the children we serve be successful in their relationships and in their stamina for life. 

Together is Better (Session One): You are not alone! Early childhood classrooms are busy, high paced environments and as 
early childhood teachers, many times we are expected to be all things to all people (just as Wendy was for her brothers and 
the lost boys). Although this task can seem overwhelming, it certainly is an amazing opportunity to make a difference in the 
lives of so many! Let’s talk about the demands of early childhood teachers and how we can be stronger together in areas of 
early childhood teams, teachers, parent coaches, our interpersonal relationships and in our walk of faith with our Lord Jesus. 

The Path to Well-Balanced Children (Session Two): Another monumental task! Helping children in today’s society be resilient 
and well-balanced. In this interactive session, we will take a look at how our classrooms promote well-balanced children in all 
four domains (physical development, social and emotional development, cognitive development, language and literacy 
development) and how we can continue to provide environments and opportunities for children to self-

 6 CEUs will be offered for this conference. Attendees must register by 3/19 to receive CEUs. Once your 
registration arrives at the District office, we will forward your name, and the names of your teachers to Lori Witte with 
Child Care Resource & Referral of Southeast Iowa so that you and or your teachers are eligible to receive credit. 

Guest Speaker Aimee Walsh 

About Aimee: Conference attendees will hear from guest speaker Aimee Walsh. Aimee serves as the Director of Concordia 
University Chicago’s Early Childhood Education Center, in River Forest, IL. She travels around the country speaking on 
various Early Childhood Education and School Recruitment and Retention topics to teachers, directors, administrators, 
pastors and parents. She continues to be actively involved in the Northern Illinois District serving as one of three Early 
Childhood Consultants and helping plan their yearly Teachers Conference. 

Before coming to Concordia University Chicago, Aimee began a third ministry site, Trinity Early Childhood Center in 
Naperville, IL for her home church, Trinity Lutheran, and previously served as an Admissions Director and Preschool Teacher 
in the Chicagoland area. 

Aimee enjoys a lot of coffee in the morning, chocolate throughout the day, reading several books at once, collecting 
children’s hardcover books, group exercise classes (where the instructor makes you exercise), traveling and lazy days on the 
beach. She is mother to Jack (freshman at Xavier University) and Alex (junior in high school). 

“Therefore encourage one 
another and build each other up,  

just as in fact you are doing”  
(1 Thessalonians 5:11) 

IOWA DISTRICT EAST - LCMS  |  1100 BLAIRS FERRY RD MARION IA 52302-3039  |  319-373-2112  |  lcmside.org 
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The Professional Packet is Iowa District East's monthly newsletter 
sharing updates on vacancies, upcoming events, and district news. 

Submissions for the next edition of our  
Professional Workers’ Packet are due  

April 15th. 

Please email articles, photos and announcements to  
Christina White, IDE Communications & Technology Coordinator: 

Christina@lcmside.org 
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