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April 2014 

Rev. Dr. Brian S. Saunders 

President’s Piece 
   for Peace 
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The dark and deep color of penitent, 
passion purple now drapes the chancels’ of 
the Church. Lent is the season of reflection 
upon the Word of God and our lives before His 
Throne. It is a solemn time, it is a somber 
time. That is the nature of penitence. Peni-
tence can be a strange word to us Lutherans. 
It carries with it a tone from Rome that is not 
music to our ears. Yet we need not shy away 
from it. It is used in our Lutheran Confessions 
on a regular basis. It is actually meant to be 
used in the Lutheran Church for the high and 
holy gift of Absolution. 

Too many times we deny ourselves 
access to that which Scripture allows us be-
cause of someone else’s baggage. The Ro-
man doctrine of Penitence carries such bag-
gage. The doctrine of penitence in Rome calls 
for the Christian to reflect on their lives and 
notice their sin. Reflection causes contrition of 
the heart. Sorrow over sin drives the Roman 
member to their Priest where they verbally 
confess their sin. The Priest hears the confes-
sion and then assesses the sincerity of the 
confession and the seriousness of each sin. 
He responds with a list of satisfactions to be 
done by the penitent. This may consist of fi-
nancial contributions, prayers of the Our Fa-
ther or to an acclaimed saint in church history, 
acts of mercy, etc. The forgiveness of sins is 
then pronounced. The baggage that is painful 
to our ears is the satisfactions. In the afore-
mentioned sequence forgiveness is not reliant 
on the cross of Jesus Christ but on the satis-
factions rendered by the sinner. It is not as 
though Rome ignores faith in Jesus but ac-
cording to Rome faith is just not enough. 
Works of satisfaction or restoration must pre-
cede forgiveness in order to prove ones wor-
thiness to receive forgiveness. As you can tell 
on your own, this leaves every penitent in the 
waste land of doubt. One can never know if 
they have done enough, done it well enough, 
done what God has prescribed in order to earn 
His favor. That baggage is what makes us shy 
away from the doctrine of penitence. 

Our Lutheran Confessions knew of this 
baggage and yet speak extensively about 
penitence as a normal and healthy part of 

the Christian’s life before God. Luther said 
that Repentance is of two parts – penitence 
and faith. What he means by that is that the 
Law of God does indeed cause us to rend 
our hearts. Sin is a part of our lives just as 
much as is breathing. We cannot ignore that 
fact but can only confess it. Contrition of 
heart is penitence. The Confessions talk 
about it as “feeling the wrath and judgment of 
God, to sense one’s own sin, despairing of 
ourselves, suffering and feeling of death, 
mortifying.” Sorrow over sin certainly drives 
us to seek mercy and release from its bond-
age.  

We may, and often do, go to our pastor so 
that we may confess conscience burdening 
sin. As we do confess with our mouth, we 
then hear with our ear. The pastor has no 
laundry list of satisfactions you must perform. 
He has no recommendation as to how you 
can earn the favor of the Lord. He only has 
the cross of Jesus Christ and the merit He 
has earned for you. After the confession, im-
mediately after, the pastor bestows the for-
giveness of sins (the second part of repent-
ance). He delivers the Holy Gospel to the bro-
ken and contrite heart. All that is necessary to 
earn God’s favor hung upon the cross of Mt. 
Calvary. His blood and righteousness is given 
freely that you may know for certain who He 
is, what He has done for you, and who you 
are in the baptism by which He washed you 
and made you His own.  

Yes, Lent is a season of deep, dark passion 
penitence of purple. Each day during the 
week we are given opportunity to reflect on 
His Word driving us to His Holy Sanctuary on 
Sunday to receive the greatest news given to 
man “My son, be of good cheer. Your sins are 
forgiven you”. Don’t let the baggage of Rome 
deter you from traveling the path of penitence 
during the season of Lent. God bless you in 
His service. 

President Saunders 
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Calendar of  Events 
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M a r c h

A p r i l

26
th Cedar Rapids 

Church Leaders’ Conference 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

27
th Solon 

Professional Church Workers 
9:30 am 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 

29
th Cedar Rapids 

Lutheran Laymen’s League 
Convention 

10:00 am 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

29
-
30

th
 

Iowa City
Teaching Weekend 

St. Paul Lutheran Chapel 

18
th

Good Friday 

24
th Marion 

Professional Church Workers 
9:30 am 

District Office 

20
th

Easter Sunday 

11
th

Registration Deadline: 
5th & 6th Grade Gathering 

5:30pm 
Lutheran Interparish School 

25
th Williamsburg 

5th & 6th Grade Gathering 
5:30pm 

Lutheran Interparish School 

M a y  

6
-7th Cedar Rapids 

Spring Workers’ Conference 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
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Save the Dates 
April 2014 

Spring Workers’ Conference 
May 5-6, 2014 

 
Presenter: Rev. Peter Bender, Peace Lutheran Church Sussex, WI 

 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

2202 Forest Drive SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403 

 
Registration materials are included in this packet.  

IDE Golf  Outing 
Monday June 23rd, 2014 

 

Fawn Creek Country Club  
1601 130th Street 

Anamosa, IA 52205 

Professional Worker Packet—Iowa District East 



 5 

 

Professional Worker Packet—Iowa District East 

Two new books are now available, free of charge, from the Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF): 
the Arabic Small Catechism and the Spanish Bible with Small Catechism (3rd edition). 
 
The Arabic Small Catechism, which was printed in partnership with Lutheran Hour Ministries, is 
proving to be especially helpful in campus ministries and in English as a Second Language (ESL) 
settings.  
 
“The Arabic catechism is the only Lutheran literature available in Arabic,” said Rev. Hicham 
Chehab, who directs an Arab outreach ministry in the Chicago area. “It is the best tool to start 
with for evangelism or for discipleship to the Arab-speaking people.” 
 
Similarly, for several years, Hispanic ministries in the United States have heavily relied on LHF’s 
Spanish Bible with Small Catechism for new member classes, as gifts at baptism, and for prison 
ministries. What makes this edition different is that the Bible and all the catechism Scripture refer-
ences use the RVC translation of the Bible, which is easier for many American Hispanics to read 
and understand.  
 
The Spanish Bible with Small Catechism is available in paperback and in hardcover.  
 
As with all of LHF’s materials, the Arabic catechism and Spanish Bibles are available at no cost to 
the churches, ministries and individuals who need them. For those who are able, donations help 
cover the cost of shipping and allows LHF to continue in its mission of translating and publishing 
Lutheran books around the world. 
 
To order either of these books, call the LHF office at (800)554-0723 or send an email to in-
fo@LHFmissions.org. 
 
LHF is a recognized service organization of the LCMS and has translated and published more 
than 700 Lutheran books into 85 languages. To learn more about this mission, or to see the list of 
LHF publications, visit the LHF website at www.LHFmissions.org.  

Lenten Devotions 
Iowa District East is featuring daily devotions on its website for the season 
of Lent. These devotions, written by pastors in the Mt. Pleasant, Williams-
burg, Clinton and Dubuque Circuits reflect on the three lectionary read-
ings for each Sunday in Lent.  
 
These devotions appear on the website, Monday through Saturday, and 
look at the coming Sunday’s readings.  
 
Keep an eye on lcmside.org and facebook.com/lcmside to access these 
devotions.  

Congregational Statistics 
The annual congregational statistics for 2013 were sent out via email to each congregation. 
Please remember to return these to the LCMS Office of Rosters and Statistics and a copy to the 
IDE office.  

Spring Workers’ Conference Lodging 
Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca has lodging available for this years’ Spring Workers’ Conference! You 
can rent a room on the evening of May 5th for $25 per night for you and any family you are bring-
ing along. No meal service is being provided, but the kitchen is available for you to prepare your 
own food. Space is limited, so please make your reservation as soon as possible to secure your 
room for the conference. Call 319-848-4187 or email camp@campiodiseca.org today to reserve 
your stay at Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca!   

New free resources for outreach to immigrants 

mailto:info@LHFmissions.org
mailto:info@LHFmissions.org
http://www.LHFmissions.org
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Calling Congregations:

Lowden, Trinity—Outreach Missionary 
Reinbeck, St. John—calling candidate 
Riceville, St. Peter   Vacancy Pastor:  B Northwick 

Pastors Call Update: 

Accepted: Stuart Rethwisch, Waterloo, IL to St. John, Victor 

Pending: Michael Wagnitz to Trinity, Lowden as Outreach Missionary 

Declined: Mark A. Preus, Plano, TX to St. Peter, Riceville 

Gary Sears, Conroy to Zion, Ellendale, ND 

DCE / School / Teacher Calls: 

Vacancies: Our Savior, Bettendorf – DCE 

Trinity, Davenport—4th grade teacher 

Dubuque Lutheran—teacher 

Central, Newhall—Principal 

LIS, Williamsburg—1st grade teacher 

Accepted: Rhonda Dedor, S MN to Bethlehem, Mason City 

Pending: Eric Brei, Decatur, IL to Our Savior, Bettendorf 

Michael Popp, FL/GA to Central, Newhall  

Declined: Timothy Leech, Grand Island, NE to Central, Newhall  

Professional Worker Packet—Iowa District East 

April 2014 

Vacancy Updates 
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Directory Updates 

Please take a moment to add these changes to your Fall 2013 directory. 

Please notify the District Office of any changes in email address, home address or staff changes. Include 

all professional worker changes within your congregation, school or preschool.  

Professional Worker Packet—Iowa District East 

Page Name Change 

10 Post, Alex Cell: 641-758-1915 

New 
(p.11) 

RETHWISCH, Stuart A. St. John Lutheran Church 
2656 CC Ave 
Victor, IA 52347-8534 

319-685-4400 O 
319-685-4827 H 

stuartrethwisch@yahoo.com 

32 Muscatine—Our Savior Website.  www.oursaviormuscatine.org 

34 Solon—Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca Remove: Luke Fisher 
Change: Daniel Sanchez title: Camp Director 

36 Victor—St. John Rev. Stuart Rethwisch 
319/685-4827 
stuartrethwisch@yahoo.com 

45 Clemons Lutheran School Website: www.clemonslutheranschool.org 

50 Lutheran Interparish School  Website: www.lutheraninterparish.com 

65 Camp Io-Dis-E-CA Daniel Sanchez: Camp Director 

April 2014 
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Rev. Dr. Dean F. Rothchild 

Avoiding the Squeeze 

The Church is always in danger of “letting the world around you squeeze you into 
its own mold.” (Romans 12:2, Phillips Modern Version). Most translations say some-
thing about “conforming to the world,” but we get the gist of what Paul is speaking 
about. How easy it can be for the church to get squeezed into the mold of the world to 
the degree that there is no distinguishing difference between the church and the cul-
ture in which it exists. When that happens the salt and light that we are called to be 
has lost its taste and is now darkened and dimmed. 

So how does that happen? It happens when the church, which has God’s Word 
and Christ Jesus to “confess” before the world, begins to become politically correct. 
People begin to think: “We can’t speak about sin because that might offend someone. 
We can’t call anyone to repentance for his or her sins or they might leave the church.” 
The Church is called to confess, to say to an unbelieving world and culture around us: 
this is what we believe, teach, and confess. To do anything less is to be unfaithful and 
ultimately it means to “deny Christ.” 

The rest of that passage from Romans 12 states: “but be transformed by the re-
newing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good 
and acceptable and perfect.” We truly need to pray that God’s will be done. The Small 
Catechism states: “God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and 
purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow 
God’s name or let His kingdom come; and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in 
His Word and faith until we die. This is His good and gracious will.” 

Paul speaks about that which is good and acceptable and perfect. That doesn’t 
sound like anything we can do but rather it resonates a great deal about the One He 
sent in our place, namely Jesus Christ. Sounds like how Peter described Jesus: “For 
you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 
an example for you to follow in His steps, Who committed no sin, nor was any deceit 
found in His mouth; and while being reviled, He did not revile in return, while suffering 
He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; And 
He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed” (I Peter 2:21-24, emphasis add-
ed). 

So how do we avoid the “squeeze?” Luther leads us back to our baptism: “It indi-
cates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned 
and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man 
should daily emerge and arise to live before God in right-
eousness and purity forever.” God give us faithful Pastors 
who will so lead and teach their flocks and boldly declare: 
“Be of good cheer, your sins be forgiven you.” 

Rev. Dr. Dean F. Rothchild is Assistant to the President and 
the Director of the Proclaiming Christ Jesus Capital Campaign. 

Professional Worker Packet—Iowa District East 

April 2014    
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Capital Campaign (Update: 3-13-14) 
approved on 6/29/12 by Iowa District East in Convention. 

 

 Pastors are being contacted by phone for potential names of those 
saints in Christ Jesus who may wish to make an individual gift. 
 

 Dr. Rothchild will send a letter of introduction to potential donors and 
will follow-up with a phone call to schedule a personal visit.  

 
 Dr. Rothchild will show the DVD and share other information at the 

time of his visit and the saints will be given a donor form to complete 
as they deem appropriate. 

Professional Worker Packet—Iowa District East 

Capital Campaign Update 

Update: Gifts received to date:  $ 346,877 
Gifts promised in next 1-10 years:    $ 60,342 

           
Total to Date: $ 407,219 

For further information, please contact Rev. Dr. Dean F. Rothchild  
at 319-373-2112 (office), 319-350-9564 (cell) or deanrothchild@lcmside.org. 
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Youth Leaders’ Page 
April 2014 

Upcoming Youth Events of  Iowa District East 
 

UPDATE! 5th & 6th Grade Gathering 
We have a new schedule for the 5th & 6th Grade Gathering at Williamsburg on April 25, 
2014. The retreat will now be a Friday evening event rather than an overnight event. Reg-
istration will start at 5:30pm and the event will conclude at 11:30pm. We hope to see you 
there. 
 
Registrations for the 5th and 6th Grade Gathering are due April 11th, 2014. 

The 5th & 6th Grade Gathering reg-

istration form  is included in this  

professional packet.  

 

If you have questions, feel free to 

contact Rev. Sean Hansen, Youth 

committee chairman at  

319-895-8772. 

IDE 5th & 6th  
Grade Gathering  

 
When: April 25, 2014 

Where: Lutheran Interparish 
School 

 
Topic: “ Clothed with Christ”  

Higher Things 
 
The mission of Higher Things is to assist parents, congregations, 
and pastors in cultivating, encouraging and promoting a distinc-
tively Lutheran identity among their youth and young adults. 
Through summer conferences, youth from around the country 
participate with hundreds of other Lutheran youth in worshipping 
as Lutherans, learning as Lutherans, and playing as Lutherans. 
The theme for the 2014 conferences is "Crucified." 1 Corinthians 
2:2 says "For I decided to know nothing among you except Christ 
and Him crucified." Can't get much more Lutheran than that! 
Contact Crysten Sanchez – 319-389-0105. 

July 1-4 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, FL 

July 8-11 
Concordia University WI 

Mequon, WI 

July 22-25 
Utah State University 

Logan, UT 

Professional Worker Packet—Iowa District East 
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Focus on Schools 
April 2014 

Professional Worker Packet—Iowa District East 

Several schools are in the process of calling new staff for next year – Trinity, 
Cedar Rapids has a 7th grade teacher who has accepted their call; Central, 
Newhall is calling a principal to replace Jan Doellinger who is retiring; Trinity, 
Davenport is calling both an early childhood teacher as a replacement and a 4th 
grade teacher as there will be two classes of 4th graders next year. LIS, 
Williamsburg is hoping to call a 1st grade teacher.  
 
Gracie, Trinity, Davenport Comfort Dog, is on the move. Since the weather 
has improved she is traveling to our IDE schools when requested. This provides 
the students the opportunity to know more about the organization (Lutheran 
Church Charities) receiving their “Hearts for Jesus” chapel offerings. These funds 
should be sent to the IDE office with the check made out to IDE and a note 
indicating the purpose of the money. Contact me if you would like a visit from 
Gracie. 
 
2014 Iowa Lutheran Educator Conference plans are well underway for 
October 23 and 24, 2014. The conference will again be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church in Urbandale with lodging and banquet at Stony Creek Inn.  Our presenter 
this year is Brian Young – who some of you have heard speak on creation.  
Materials will arrive at our IDE schools in May. There are a couple of sectional 
openings. If you have a suggestion for a topic/speaker, please let me know – 
lois.warnsholz@luthed.org. 
 
With the Iowa legislative committee work done, House and Senate bills are now 
being scrutinized. The ESA did not make it out of committee. Thanks to the many 
of you who contact your legislators when asked to do so. The ESA needs to remain 
in the forefront. The biggest difficulty is being able to let people know that the 
public schools don’t lose funding.  
  
On my mind - Synodical materials indicating the number of LCMS members 
going into full time church work is alarming to me.  Numbers are drastically down – 
how will our Lutheran schools remain a major outreach arm of our churches? 
There are fewer and fewer young people who are committed to spending the high 
cost at our Concordia University System and making a salary below average, 
which makes debt harder to repay. We all need to be in this together praying, 
talking about solutions, and making a commitment to help. 
 
Applications for the Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization funds are arriving. 
The closing date for this round is Friday, April 25. All families who are presently 
attending your school should be applying for this round.  
 
On the other side of the coin is the reminder that giving to the ILSTO is important. 
Families in Iowa wanting their children to attend a Lutheran school have the 
opportunity to receive some of the more than $500,000 contributed in 2013.  In 
2014 the ILSTO is raising $816,000 to distribute to families for the 2015-16 school 
year. 
 
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow!” Thank you to all who serve in 
our Lutheran schools. 

Lois Warnsholz 
Assistant to the President—Schools 

mailto:lois.warnsholz@luthed.org


 12 

Business Office 
April 2014 
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Tax Credit for 2010-2012 May Still Be Available to Employers 

Employers who are eligible to claim the Small Business Health Care Tax Credit, but were 
unaware of the credit and therefore missed filing in past years, may still be able to file for those 
years, as well as for 2013. The tax credit, made available through the Affordable Care Act, 
applies to tax years 2010-2013.  

To date, the IRS has been accepting late returns for prior years when an explanation of late filing 
is attached to the return. Although the IRS has not stated when they will stop accepting returns, 
the sooner employers file, the more likely returns will be accepted. For calendar-year employers 
(January 1-December 31), the filing due date is May 15. For an employer with a fiscal year-end of 
June 30, the due date is November 15.  

To help employers determine eligibility, Concordia Plan Services has created the Small Business 
Health Care Tax Credit FAQs, as well as an Information and Sample Credit Calculation flyer, 
both of which can be found at www.ConcordiaPlans.org under Resources > Employer Resource 
Materials > Health Care Reform. Detailed instructions for determining if a credit is available can 
be found by reviewing IRS Form 8941 and IRS Notice 2010-82 at www.irs.gov.  
For additional information, contact Concordia Plan Services at 888-927-7526 or 
info@ConcordiaPlans.org.  

E-Learning Module Explains PCORI Fee 

Concordia Plan Services is here to help employers and workers better understand the many 
facets of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), or health care reform law. Therefore, we have created 
an education series titled, “Explaining Health Care Reform,” consisting of e-learning modules 
and flyers focusing on some of the key health care reform topics.

The ACA imposed a Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) fee on health 
insurers and health plan sponsors to support PCORI. PCORI is a non-profit corporation 
established to serve as a resource to patients, providers, purchasers, and policymakers in 
making informed decisions about health outcomes, clinical effectiveness and appropriateness of 
medical treatments, items and services. PCORI’s primary duties include identifying research 
priorities and setting an agenda for research provided through federal funding.

For workers (as well as other plan members) and their dependents enrolled in the Concordia 
Health Plan (CHP), Concordia Plan Services is responsible for paying this fee for 2012 through 
2018. This is treated like an excise tax by the IRS.

To learn more about PCORI, visit www.ConcordiaPlans.org and click on Resources > E-
Learning and look under “Health Care Reform.”

CPS will do all it can to help employers and workers navigate the changing landscape of health 
care. Be watching for more communication in the “Explaining Health Care Reform” series.
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Business Office 
April 2014 
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Cigna’s 2014 EAP Wellness Webcasts Offer Something for Everyone! 

The 2014 Cigna EAP National Wellness Seminars are in full swing! Some of the topics Cigna has 
scheduled for 2014 include:  

• Dealing with Difficult People

• Parent Prep for a Super Summer

• Effective Communications: Beyond the Basics

• Under Pressure: Managing Workplace Stress

• Presenting Your Best Professional Image

• Sticks and Stones: Understanding Bullying Today

• Navigating Eldercare: A Compass for Caregiving

To see all the topics for 2014, visit www.ConcordiaPlans.org and click on Healthcare > Concordia 
Health Plan > EAP. Under “Wellness Seminars” is where you will find a link to the 2014 schedule, 
as well as information on how to pre-register for the webcasts. All live seminars are held on 
Wednesdays at 2 p.m. ET/1 p.m. CT/11 a.m. PT and are one hour in length.  

If you miss a topic – no worries! You can watch and listen to an on-demand webcast replay or 
listen to a MP3 replay at your convenience. Seminar materials are also provided. The seminars 
are accessible via computer, laptop, smartphone, and certain tablet devices.  
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Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
– 1 Peter 5:7

Anxiety in life is important; it is a self protective 
measure that heightens our senses making us more 
aware of our environment and preparing our bodies for 
action.  It’s good to be a bit anxious while driving on 
snowy roads, while walking down unfamiliar streets, and 
before undertaking a new or strenuous task.  But when 
anxiety goes too far and becomes paralyzing or inhibits 
the actives of daily living, it becomes a disorder.  A 
disorder that is becoming so common in its various forms 
more than 40 million Americans live with it in some way. 

Anxiety disorders encompass the diagnosis of 
Phobias (both social and specific), Post Traumatic Stress 
(PTSD), Obsessive Compulsive Disorder (OCD), Panic 
Disorder and General Anxiety Disorder. These conditions 
have similar symptoms and treatments but are unique in 
their own way.  Intense fear is a main concern of those 
with Panic Disorder, while fear of embarrassment and 
humiliation is the focus of those with social phobia. 
Those with OCD repeat unwanted thoughts or compulsive 
behaviors and specific Phobia is an irrational fear of 
something that poses little or no actual danger.  PTSD is 
becoming more universally recognized in those who 
survive stressful situations such as rape, car wrecks, 
shootings or battle. It presents with nightmares, 
flashbacks, depression, anger, distraction or irritability. 
GAD is the constant exaggerated thoughts and tension 
about everyday events and is accompanied by 
headaches, fatigue, trembling or nausea. 

The Bible verse above is a great encourager for 
the daily anxieties of life. The Lord does indeed help bring 
about healing from anxiety; He gives strength, courage, 
and peace.  And He sends others to help when the issue 
is about your body or mind.  If you suspect that one of 
these disorders is affecting your life the first stop is your 
family physician.  They can listen and help categorize the 
anxiety along with making suggestions for treatment. 

Treatment can include medication, but it may also 
require the assistance of a mental health provider to 
provide behavioral or cognitive-behavioral therapy. 
These disorders can co-exist with depression, substance 
abuse, heart disease, or other illnesses; however, it is 
important to have a thorough medical examination to rule 
out other possible causes of anxiety symptoms and to get 
a good start on treatment to making anxiety a healthy part 
of your life and not a debilitating one.   

Before taking medication for an 
anxiety disorder: 

 Ask your doctor to tell you 
about the effects and side 
effects of the drug. 

 Tell your doctor about any 
alternative therapies or over-
the-counter medications you 
are using. 

 Ask your doctor when and how 
the medication should be 
stopped. Some drugs can’t be 
stopped abruptly but must be 
tapered off slowly under a 
doctor’s supervision. 

 Work with your doctor to 
determine which medication is 
right for you and what dosage 
is best. 

 Be aware that some 
medications are effective only 
if they are taken regularly and 
that symptoms may recur if the 
medication is stopped. 

By Denise Hole, RN 



phone 319.848.4187 email camp@campiodiseca.org web www.campiodiseca.org 

3271 Sandy Beach Road NE, Solon, IA 52333 

Funds Needed For Campers Seeking Financial Aid 

Camp has already awarded 24 campers from new families with the 

Family’s First Camper Scholarship, but we expect to give assistance 

to up to 40 more campers and we have exhausted our available schol-

arship funds. We currently have 17 campers waiting to receive funds. 

Will you make summer camp possible for families by contributing to 

our scholarship fund? Donate today to make sure youth are able to 

hear the love of Christ for them and enjoy the beautiful outdoors this 

summer. Your gift directly supports Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca’s mission to 

provide outdoor recreation and Lutheran education to youth!  

Camp Scholarship Funds Needed! 

Camp Site Manager Position 
 

 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca is a year-round retreat center and summer 

camp seeking a highly motivated individual to occupy the full-

time and year-round position of Site Manager.  Responsibilities 

include maintenance of the Camp’s lodges and cabins, equipment 

maintenance, grounds work and care, swimming pool operation, 

campground management, user-group hosting, and program sup-

port. We are seeking someone mechanically oriented, with experi-

ence in landscaping, tractor operation, plumbing, carpentry, con-

struction, vehicle and tractor maintenance, and electrical and jani-

torial services. Ability to lead and supervise volunteers and train-

ing of support staff also important. Applicants must possess a 

current drivers’ license and have the ability to lift/carry at least 

50lbs. On-site housing and benefits are provided. Résumés can be 

either mailed to the camp or emailed to camp@campiodiseca.org.  

Spring Workdays 
April 26 & May 3 

 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca needs your help as we rebuild our camps  

amphitheather this spring. Bring your men’s group, women’s 

group, college group, youth group, or family to help us complete 

this important project in time for summer camp.  You can come 

out either April 26 or May 3 from 8AM to 4PM. We’ll provide 

lunch!  

mailto:camp@campiodiseca.org
http://www.campiodiseca.org
mailto:camp@campiodiseca.org


phone 319.848.4187 web www.campiodiseca.org web www.campiodiseca.org 

3271 Sandy Beach Road NE, Solon, IA 52333 

email camp@campiodiseca.org 

Needs List 
 

Miscellaneous Legos; Kickballs (10); Service Truck; Con-

vection Oven; First Class Postage Stamps; Copy Paper; 

Smoke Detectors; Carbon Monoxide Detectors; Dining 

Room Chairs. Please see our web site for a complete list: 

www.campiodiseca.org.  

Important Dates 

April 26 & May 3 

Spring Workdays 

 

April  28 

Early Bird Discount  

Registration Deadline 2 ($10) 

 

May 9-10 

Mother/Child Retreat 

 

May 17 

Trojan Dash  

 

June 18 

First Day of Summer Camp 

Become a fan of Camp Io

-Dis-E-Ca by clicking the 

‘Like’ button on our Fa-

cebook page. 

Camp Presentations 
 
Would you like to know more about Camp 

Io-Dis-E-Ca? Camp Director Daniel 

Sanchez is  available to speak to congrega-

tions and groups about Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca’s 

mission, facilities, and programs. Call 319-

848-4187 to schedule a speaker!  

2014 Summer Staff  
& Junior Counselors 

 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca needs LC-MS college-aged individuals to 

serve as camp counselors. Camp counselors serve as faithful 

witnesses, teachers, and mentors for youth while at summer 

camp in addition to leading fun games, hilarious songs, and 

adventurous activities. Apply online now at www.nloma.org.  

 

Junior Counselors (JC’s) are also needed to assist the sum-

mer program. Applicants should be at least 15 years old and 

have completed the ninth grade. JCs spend the week with a 

cabin group enjoying the many camp activities and serving 

as a positive role model and motivator for younger campers 

while helping the cabin counselors  supervise younger 

campers. Great fun and a great experience for only $90 per 

week. Please contact our Program Director, Daniel Sanchez 

for more information. 

THRIVENT CHOICE 
 

Our total Thrivent Choice for 2013 contributions was $14,653! Thank you 

donors for making this program a success for Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca. Will 

you help make 2014 another excellent year in Thrivent Choice giving?  

 

Go to https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/ or call 800-THRIVENT 

(800-847-4836) and state "Thrivent Choice" to designate your choice 

dollars for Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca today. 

Thank you for making Thrivent Choice 

a valuable stream of revenue for 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca! 

http://www.campiodiseca.org
mailto:camp@campiodiseca.org
http://www.campiodiseca.org/Needs.pdf
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?LutherhavenMinistrie/ecf8812105/3a90c21f88/396db9a377


phone 319.848.4187 web www.campiodiseca.org web www.campiodiseca.org 

3271 Sandy Beach Road NE, Solon, IA 52333 

email camp@campiodiseca.org 

http://www.campiodiseca.org
mailto:camp@campiodiseca.org


I O W A  E A S T  &  W E S T  L C E F  

M A R C H  2 0 1 4  

For more  
information on LCEF 
loans, investments,  
and services, please 

contact: 
 

Carole L. White LCEF 
V.P. Iowa East & West 

1150 Home Park Blvd #7 
Waterloo, IA  50702  

 
Toll Free Phone: 
1-877-439-5233 

 carole.white@lcef.org  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Bob Riggert 
Director of Customer 

Services 
bob.riggert@ialcef.org 

 
 
 

 
 

Ruth Gerken 
Promotions Director 
Iowa East & West 

ruth.gerken@ialcef.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maintaining a Focus on Ministry: LCEF Can Help 

 

As a dedicated ministry servant, you have many responsibilities. Lutheran Church Extension 

Fund (LCEF) allows you to maintain focus by offering services tailored to you. 

  

Custom Loans for Ministries 

LCEF knows that financing a loan either to purchase, construct or renovate 

property is a major undertaking. We also understand your ministry’s desire to 

serve people in His name, yet be fiscally responsible. We will help you through 

the process with care and professionalism, always keeping the mission at the 

heart of our work together. 

 

Free Electronic Tuition/Tithing Tool 

A free stewardship service, the Joyful Response® Electronic Tuition and Tithing 

Payment Program allows families and members to make payments and contri-

butions easily, reliably and conveniently. 

 

Stewardship for Children 

To help you teach children the importance of giving back 

what God has shared with us, LCEF offers the Young In-

vestors (Y.I.) Club and the Y.I. Stamp Program. 

 

Loans Tailored to Rostered Church Workers 

LCEF offers residential, consolidation and home equity loans to rostered church workers 

in certain states, allowing you to effectively focus on witnessing and teaching the Gos-

pel of Jesus Christ to others. In addition, LCEF now has a loan program specifically de-

signed to help pastors consolidate student loan debt. 

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured 

bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. 

LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made sole-

ly by LCEF's Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which 

more fully describes associated risks. Lutheran Church Extension Fund-Missouri Synod 

(NMLS# 3444). 

 



P A G E  2  

Lutheran 

Church  

Extension 

Fund 

 

   GOLDEN TREASURE TRUTHS 

 

                                                      By Rev. Bob Riggert 

 

“It happened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was walking on the roof of 

the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful.” 2 

Samuel 11:2 

Some pleasures are pleasing and permissible. It is pleasurable (and Godly) to enjoy a beautiful day, 

the wonders of God’s creation, the company of another person, intimacy with one’s spouse, etc. 

However, to pursue selfish pleasures damages relationships with others and with God. 

 

David’s interactions with Bathsheba were selfish and therefore sinful. Satan is the master of dan-

gling sinful pleasures before our eyes. What God creates as good and pleasurable, David manipu-

lates to cause hurt and separation from God. The eyes of David saw a beautiful woman and lustful 

passion led to adultery and murder. Often satisfying a sinful pleasure leads to a sequence of sin. 

No one is immune from misdirected pleasures, David, God’s choice to be king of Israel; David “a 

man after his own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14) succumbs to sinful pleasure. Subsequent kings turned to 

idols to satisfy their pleasures. 

 

God in His grace confronts David (and us) with our sins. David is assured that God’s purpose was 

to save him and to save the world through his family. God’s pleasure was to forgive and restore. 

God takes no pleasure in our separation from Him. His pleasure is to restore us so that we might 

enjoy the pleasure of a relationship with Him. When we receive God’s grace and live in that grace, 

life is truly pleasurable. 

 

It is a pleasure for Lutheran Church Extension Fund to assist individual investors in being wise 

stewards of their resources. It is a pleasure for LCEF to work with congregations in providing ser-

vices and resources to maintain and expand facilities which bring Christ to communities and into 

the world.  Visit www.lcef.org or contact your LCEF District vice-president for additional infor-

mation. It would be our pleasure to serve you. 

 

Reflections: Can you think of instances where other Biblical characters succumbed to sinful pleas-

ures? What was the result? How did God respond? When have sinful pleasures complicated your 

life? How did God respond to you? What pleasures can be Godly? 

 

Prayer: “Jesus, priceless treasure, Fount of purest pleasure, Truest friend to me,                             

Ah, how long in anguish Shall my spirit languish, Yearning, Lord, for Thee?                                 

Thou art mine, O Lamb divine! I will suffer naught to hide Thee; Naught I ask beside Thee.”  

LSB#743 

 

 

Carole White,  District Vice-President (carole.white@lcef.org) 

Rev. Bob Riggert, Director of Customer Services (bob.riggert@ialcef.org) 

Ruth Gerken, Promotions Director (ruth.gerken@ialcef.org) 

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not 

an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should care-

fully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. 

 

 

“It happened, late 

one afternoon, 

when David arose 

from his couch and 

was walking on the 

roof of the king’s 

house, that he saw 

from the roof a 

woman bathing; 

and the woman 

was very        

beautiful.”                      

2 Samuel 11:2 

http://www.lcef.org
mailto:carole.white@ialcef.org
mailto:bob.riggert@ialcef.org
mailto:ruth.gerken@ialcef.org


Who: Members of the IDE churches—adults and youth 
 
What: Invited to come to North Liberty, IA to canvass the town. 
 
When: May 3, 2014 from 8:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   

(Lunch will be provided.) 
 
Where: We will meet at St. Silas Lutheran Church   
1295 Jordan St. Suite 5, North Liberty, IA 52317 
 
Why: To spread the Gospel of Jesus, look for prospective members, 
make the community aware of the existence of St. Silas, and receive training 
in sharing your faith with your neighbor.   
 
How: No experience is necessary.  The canvassing will be coordinated 
by the Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ and training will be provided before 
you are sent out into the community.   
 
RSVP: If you have any questions, or to let us know how many are 
coming, please contact Beth Fosse at 319-393-6691 or 
bethfosse@gmail.com.  Registration deadline is April 27th. 

Outreach Event 

 Ongoing   
Ambassadors   

For Christ 



Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ 
 
OAFC is a recognized service organization of the Lutheran Church Missouri Syn-
od, board of National Missions.  The three-fold purpose of OAFC is to: 
 

1. Witness to all who will listen that Jesus Christ, suffered, died and rose again to 
forgive all sins for all people.   

2. Invite the unchurched to the congregations we serve, and invite other youth and 
adults to join us.  

3. Train youth and adults to better share their faith in Jesus Christ as the only way 
to heaven. 
  

OAFC’s FOCUS is to train young people and adults in sharing the Good News 
that Jesus Christ is Savior of all.  This is done through Outreach Weekends held month-
ly in a local area.  Outreach weekends have been held in quite a few churches through-
out the district over the past three years.   September 13-15 youth and adults gathered 
at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Manchester, IA.  The members of Our Savior housed 
and fed the group and all who attended received training in sharing their faith in Jesus 
through singing, drama, puppets, Bible study, and a door to door canvass of Manches-
ter.   
 
Check out www.oafc.org for more information.  If your church would like to host a future 
event, or your youth and adults would like to attend an Outreach Weekend please con-
tact the Fosses at eastiowaoafc@gmail.com or 319-393-6691. 
 



 
 

 
  

  5:30 11:30pm
 

Seth Illich 
DCE2@ourredeemer.org



 IDE Youth Event Registration Form 
 Return to your Youth Counselor:   

Registration Form, Registration Fee, Signed “IDE Youth Event Health Form” 
Registration deadline is two weeks prior to the event. 

Please mark the event for which you are registering: 

___ 5th & 6th Grade Gathering 
 $20 per registration (youth only) 

___ Other: ___________________ 

This registration is for a: ____Youth ____ Adult Counselor          (please check one)

Name: ______________________    Male_______   Female_______    Email: _____________________

Date of Birth: ________________    Grade: ___________        Parent(s): _________________________

Address: _____________________    City: ______________    State: _______      Zip: _____________

Phone: ______________________    Home Church:  _________________________________________

Youth Counselor: _______________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ____________
Make checks payable to “Iowa District East” or “IDE.” On the memo line, write the name of the event.

Youth Counselors:  Send checks with the registration forms to:
Iowa District East, 1100 Blairs Ferry Rd. Marion, IA  52302-3093





 

APRIL 26, 2014 
CHURCH LEADERS’ 
CONFERENCE 
IDE Church Leaders’ Conference 
Informative workshops designed to provide a day of education, 
encouragement, support and resources to the congregations and 
schools of IDE in order to better equip them with the knowledge 
and tools to carry out their vocations to the best of their ability.  

  

 

Speakers:  
bbbbas  

Matt Dummermuth 
Attorney at Law 

 

Brad Petersen 
Concordia  

Plan Services 
 

Bob Joy 
CPA 

 

Gaylon Heetland 
Thrivent Financial 

 

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
CHRUCH 

2202 Forest Dr SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403 

http://lcmside.org 

319-373-2112 

 

 



1100 Blairs Ferry Rd 

Marion, IA 52302 

(319) 373-2112   

(319) 373-9827 fax 

http://lcmside.org  

Church Leaders’  

Conference 

S A T U R D A Y   

A P R I L  2 6 ,  2 0 1 4  

B E T H A N Y   

L U T H E R A N  

C E D A R  R A P I D S  

Sponsored by: 

Iowa  

District  

East 

and 

Thrivent 

 Church Mutual 

    Thrivent 

 LCEF 

 

Exhibitors 

 
Featured  

Speakers 

 Brad Petersen  
Concordia  Plan Services  

 Bob Joy,  CPA  

 Matt  Dummermuth  
Attorney at  Law  

 Gaylon Heetland, Thrivent 



Who 

Should 

Attend? 

 

 Church & School 

Leaders 

 Congregational 

Chairmen 

 Treasurers 

 Business Managers 

 Office Managers 

 Board Chairmen  

(Finance, Elders, etc.) 

 Pastors & Other Rostered Workers 

INCOME AALYSIS  

C h u r c h  L e a d e r s ’  C o n f e r e n c e  

Church Leaders’  

Conference 

Registration  

Form 

Return Registration 

Form 

and $35 fee no later than April 11, 2014.  

Iowa District East—LCMS 

1100 Blairs Ferry Road 

Marion, IA 52302 

Make check payable to:  

Iowa District East 

Tentative Schedule 

8:00-8:30am Registration 

8:30-8:55am Opening Devotion and  
Instructions 
 

9:00-10:15am Matt Dummermuth, Attorney 

10:30-11:45am Brad Petersen - CPS 

11:45am-12:30pm Lunch 

12:30-1:45pm Brad Petersen—CPS 
Bob Joy, CPA 
 

2:00-3:15pm  Bob Joy, CPA 

3:15-3:45pm Gaylon Heetland—Thrivent 

Topics 

 Healthcare Compliance 

 Employment Practices 

 Financial Review & 
Internal Control 

 Charitable Contributions 

 Payroll, Employees &  
Business Expenses 

 Retirement Changes 

IDE Church Leader’s Conference 

Questions? 

 
Call Rev. Dr. Dean Rothchild at  
319-373-2112 or email him at  
deanrothchild@lcmside.org 

Lunch will be provided. 

Church/School:  

City:  

Email:  

Phone:  

 

 

 

 

 

Participant Names: 

What does it cost?  

 
The cost is $35 per church or school 
which will enroll up to a maximum of 
five participants each. Lunch will be  
provided. Space is limited to the first 250 
registered participants so register early to 
secure your spot!  
 
Complete the registration form and 
return with payment by April 11, 2014 . 

Informative workshops designed to provide a day of 
education, encouragement, support, and  resources to 
the congregations and schools of IDE in order to better 
equip them with the knowledge and tools to carry out 
their vocations to the best of their ability.  



Iowa District East  
Spring Workers’ Conference 
Bethany Lutheran Church, 2202 Forest Drive SE Cedar Rapids, IA  52403 

May 5-6, 2014 

Topic: Catechesis, Pastoral Care, and Admission to the Lord’s Altar: Preparing Congregations 
and Catechumens for Ongoing Faithful Reception of the Lord’s Supper 

Presenter:  Rev. Peter Bender, Pastor  
Peace Lutheran Church - Sussex, Wisconsin 

Registration Fee: (Includes meals on Monday and Tuesday and breaks) 
$ 55.00 - Pastors, Vicars, DCEs, Deaconesses and other church workers 

$ 25.00 - Wives, Emeriti 

Housing (you are responsible for making your own reservation) 
Days Inn & Suite, Cedar Rapids 
Phone:  319/378-3948 

2215 Blairs Ferry Road NE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404-7031 

IDE Spring Conference Rate: $64.95 plus tax 
(Includes breakfast). Make your motel 
reservation by May 4, 2014.  

Schedule 

Monday, May 5 
12:00 – 12:50  Registration 

1:00 Opening Worship 
2:00 Session 1   
3:15 Break 
3:45 Session 2 
5:00 Closing Devotions 

  Supper on your own 

Evening Free 

Tuesday, May 6 
8:45 Opening Devotions 

 9:00 Session 3  
 10:00 Break  
 10:20 District Business 
 10:45 Session 4 
12:00 Lunch Break at Bethany 

1:15 Session 5  
2:15 President’s Report 
3:15 Break 
3:30  Session 6 (wrap up) 

 4:00     Closing Devotions 

Directions to Bethany Lutheran Church
I-380 to Exit 20B. 7th St to 1st Ave. Turn left on 1st Ave. Turn right onto Cottage Grove Avenue 
SE. Take second left onto Forest Drive SE. Arrive at 2202 Forest Drive SE on left.  



Iowa District East  
Spring Workers’ Conference 

Bethany Lutheran Church, 2202 Forest Drive SE Cedar Rapids, IA  52403 

May 5-6, 2014 

Topic: Catechesis, Pastoral Care, and Admission to the Lord’s Altar: Preparing Congregations 
and Catechumens for Ongoing Faithful Reception of the Lord’s Supper 

Presenter:  Rev. Peter Bender, Pastor  
Peace Lutheran Church - Sussex, Wisconsin 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Spouse:  _________________________________________________________ (if Attending) 

Congregation/City:  _________________________________________________________ 

Fees: 
Conference Fees 
Pastors, Vicars ($55) $ _______  
DCEs, Deaconesses and other church workers 

Wives, Emeriti   ($25) $ _______ 

Amount enclosed: $ _______________  

Make checks payable and mail to: 

Iowa District East 
1100 Blairs Ferry Road 
Marion, IA 52302-3093 

Memo: Spring Worker’s Conference 

Registration Deadline: April 21, 2014 



“We love because  
he first loved us.”  

(1 John 4:19 ESV)

When disaster strikes, lives are turned upside down. Survivors often need 
food, clothing, shelter and spiritual care as they begin to cope with tragedy 
and loss. Responding to these hurting people is a vital part of who we are as 
members of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). We show mercy 
and love to our communities because of the great grace and love that God has 
first shown to us.

Join a Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) training event near you to 
learn how congregations and even individual members like you can be better 
prepared to show Christ’s love to the community when a disaster strikes. At-
tendees will receive training in the following areas:

1. The LCMS Disaster Response Program
2. Christian Care in Times of Disaster
3. Congregational Preparedness
4. Engaging in Community Response
5. The LERT Program
6. Safety and Equipment
7. General Volunteer Opportunities

Attendees also will receive an LCMS  
Disaster Response credential that will give 
them credibility as they enter disaster zones 
in a coordinated and collaborative effort to 
assist those in need.

The next LERT training event is:

For more information or to register 
email nurse.bethanycr@gmail.com 
or call the church office at 319-364-6026  

Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) Training
    Coming to a church near you!

“We love because  
he first loved us.”  

(1 John 4:19 ESV)

When disaster strikes, lives are turned upside down. Survivors often need 
food, clothing, shelter and spiritual care as they begin to cope with tragedy 
and loss. Responding to these hurting people is a vital part of who we are as 
members of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). We show mercy 
and love to our communities because of the great grace and love that God has 
first shown to us.

Join a Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) training event near you to 
learn how congregations and even individual members like you can be better 
prepared to show Christ’s love to the community when a disaster strikes. At-
tendees will receive training in the following areas:

Attendees also will receive an LCMS  
Disaster Response credential that will give 
them credibility as they enter disaster zones 
in a coordinated and collaborative effort to 
assist those in need.

Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) Training
    Coming to a church near you!

Saturday, June 7
Bethany Lutheran Church, 
2202 Forest Drive SE, Cedar Rapids, IA

The next LERT training event is:

For more information or to register 
email nurse.bethanycr@gmail.com 
or call the church office at 319-364-6026  

Saturday, June 7
Bethany Lutheran Church, 
2202 Forest Drive SE, Cedar Rapids, IA

1. The LCMS Disaster Response Program
2. Christian Care in Times of Disaster
3. Congregational Preparedness
4. Engaging in Community Response
5. The LERT Program
6. Safety and Equipment
7. General Volunteer Opportunities



IDE GOLF OUTING 
FAWN CREEK COUNTRY CLUB 

ANAMOSA, IA 
 
 
 
WHO: All Professional Church Workers, Pastors, Staff, and Spouses 

WHAT: Annual Two-Person Best Shot Golf Tournament 
 9 Holes – Bring Your Own Partner, or We Will Pair You Up 

WHEN: Monday, June 23, 2014 
 Arrive by 8:30 a.m.; Tee-Off @ 9:00 a.m. 
 
WHERE: Fawn Creek Country Club 
 1601 130th Street (right along US Hwy 151) 
 Anamosa, IA  52205 
 
HOW MUCH: $15.00 Green Fees & Cart Rental (payable to Fawn Creek at golf outing) 
 

  PRIZES     PRIZES     PRIZES      
 

Sponsored by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  Lunch and Prizes provided courtesy of Thrivent. 

In case of inclement weather, call Fawn Creek @ 319-462-4115 or Rev. Rothchild @ 319-350-9564. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

REGISTRATION FORM – IDE GOLF OUTING 
 
Golfer:       
 Each Golfer must register separately 

Address:       

Church:       

Phone:       Cell Phone:       

E-Mail Address:       

My Golf Partner is:       

 Please pair me up with a Golf Partner 
 

CHOOSE YOUR SANDWICH:     Cheeseburger      Grilled Tenderloin 

REGISTRATIONS DUE MONDAY, JUNE 16, 2014 

MAIL REGISTRATION FORM TO: 
  Iowa District East 
  1100 Blairs Ferry Road 
  Marion, IA  52302 
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